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Dedicated  to  my  mother  and  father 


Ellen  Mary  and  Troy  Edward  Hanna 


in  cherished  memory. 


A  people  which  takes  no  pride  in  the  noble 
achievements  ci  remote  ancestors  will 
never  achieve  anything  to  be 
remembered  with  pride  by 
r c  mo i e  de s cendants . 

L or d  M a c a ‘ ilay 
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PREFACE 

According  to  the  great  historian  of  the  Westward  Movement,  Frederick 
Jackson  Turner,  the  American  frontiersmen  leaving  European  civil izati  a 
behina  them,  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  replaced  it  in  their  journey  over  th 
mountains  by  a  distinctly  American  culture.  In  Turner's  opinion,  theref  or  .  , 

to  study  this  advance,  the  men  who  grew  up  under  these  con¬ 
ditions,  and  the  political,  economic,  and  social  results  of  it 
is  to  study  the  real  part  of  our  history.* 

Prominent  among  the  racial  groups  .that  opened  up  our  western  frontier 
we* e  the  iScoccn-lrish.  Having  arrived  at  the  Atlantic  coast  a  century  aft*?;* 
the  founding  of  Plymoutli  Colony,  this  group  was  compelled  to  take  up  land 
on  the  western  fringes  of  the  earlier  settlements.  There  the  frontier  took 
possession  of  them  as  much  as  they  of  it,  and  under  its  spell  the  Scotch -Irish 
pressed  steadily  on  toward  the  wilderness. 

Believing  with  E.  Douglas  Branch  Hint 

if  there  is  a  moral  to  the  history  of  the  Westward  Movement 
it  is  this:  the  transcendent  importance  of  small  things  and 
'unimportant'  people,! 

the  authoi  lias  striven  to  capture  the  spirit  of  these  Scotch  “Irish  pioneers 
as  they  transformed  the  forests  of  America  into  thriving  farms,  bv  concen- 
trating  her  research  efforts  upon  the  Hanna  family,  a  family  without  partic- 
uiar  claim  to  fame  except  as  they  represent  the  vast  array  oi  Scotch-Irish 
irontiersmen  who  participated  in  'Hie  Westward  Movement. 
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CHAPTER  I 


THE  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  PENNSYLVANIA,  1730 


1  *7  O 

i  (  b 


In  the  dawn  of  its  history  Scotland  was  peopled  by  Celts  who  had  mmri- 
ted  thither  from  Ireland.  Some  of  these  Celts  established  themselves  Prm~ 
ly  in  the  mountains  of  Scotland  and  generated  the  Highland  Scots,  a  race  of 
essentially  the  same  origin  as  the  Irish.  In  the  course  of  time  the  Celts  in 
the  lowlands  were  almost  entirely  overrun  by  the  Romans,  Angles,  Saxon  a. 
Danes,  Norwegians,  and  Flemings,  as  wave  after  wave  of  invaders  from  the 
lands  to  the  south  and  across  the  seas  settled,  in  southern  Scotland  and  or  ig¬ 
inated  the  Lowland  Scots,  a  racial  stock  the  composition  of  which  ciosQv 
approximates  that  of  the  English  people.  ' 

Although  John  Calvin  Ilanna,  on  whom  the  writer  has  depended  for  much 
oi  the  data  contained  herein,  stated  in  his  “Autobiographical  Sketch”  thn~ 
the  Hanna  family  with  which  this  paper  is  concerned  claimed  a  Highland  ~ 
Scot  origin,*  convincing  evidence  from  other  sources  indicate  that  the  family 
was  rather  of  Lowland-Scot  descent.  A  genealogical  investigation  conducted 
by  the  Marcus  Alonzo  Hanna  family  substantiates  tins  conviction.  It  states: 

The  family  name  Dianna’  was  spelled  in  ancient  times  De 
Harmethe  and  a’Hannay  until  about  the  year  1600.  AH  bear¬ 
ing  the  name  are  undoubtedly  to  be  traced  to  that  clan  of 


Lowland  Scots  whose  chief  had  his  residence  at  Sorbie 
tle.f 


/~1  r 


V,  do 


■>  <3  „ 


At  the  opening  of  Die  eighteenth  century  the  exodus  of  Lowlanders  from 
Scotland  to  northern  Irelano,  where  they  supplanted  the  dispossessed  of  the 
Catholic  rebellion  against  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  was  deflected  to  the 
shores  of  America.  Oi  this  latter  Scottish  odyssey  Marcus  Lee  Hansen  re¬ 
marked: 


*John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiographical  Sketch  of  John  Calvin  Harm?.,” 
(Manuscript,  written  at  Normal,  Illinois,  1869.  A  typed  duplicate  is  in  Die 
possession  of  Miss  Margaret  Morrison  Hanna,  of  Normal.  Illinois.) 

t  “George  Stipp  Hanna,”  AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY  (New  York:  American 
Historical  Company,  1917,  XXVIII,  192. 

Sorbie  Castle  is  located  on  the  waters  of  the  Mull  of  Galloway  in  Wiefcon, 
the  southern  half  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland.  It  was  built  by  Patrick  Ilannay  in 
its  thirteenth  century.  The  family  came  into  prominence  about  the  time  of 
the  War  of  the  Roses  when  Die  occupants  of  the  castle  wielded  a  command  mg 
influence.  Clifford  Stanley  Sims  in  his  volume  entitled  ORIGIN  AND  S1G-I  • 
1CANCE  OF  SCOTTISH  SURNAMES  (Albany:  J.  Munsell,  1862,  p.  55)  savy 
the  name  Ilannay  was  derived  from  the  Saxon  word  “liana”  meaning  a  leader 
or  chieftain.  Charles  Bardsley,  author  of  ENGLISH  SURNAMES*"  (LorduM 
Ciutto  and  Y/indns,  1889,  p.  164)  writes  that  “'the  Hamiays  or  Hanna  nis  hailed 
ii^om  Hainaut,  the  latter  name  being  the  usual  early  English  pronunciation 
of  the  place  name,  and  that  it  is  very  likely  that  the  name  Hannah  is  simi- 
laily  derived.”  Hainan!  is  a  province  in  southwestern  Belgium. 


I  flSTNAHO 
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THE  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  THE  WESTWARD  MOVEMENT 

Alter  the  Act  of  Union  of  170 8,  the  Scots  proceeded  to  make 
the  most  of  the  empire  which  they  felt  they  had  acquired.  The 
ocoteh  merchant,  customs  officer,  clergyman,  and  school¬ 
master  v/ere  familiar  figures  in  tlie  eighteenth  century  colo¬ 
nial  world.  These  emigrants  were  Lowlanderi 


•s.* 


Among  those  who  emigrated  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland  to  the  Province  of 
1  ennsyi  vania  about  the  year  1730  was  a  Mr.  Hanna  and  his  wife.j  Thmr 
Chris* san  names  are  not  recorded  in  family  records  but  existing  evidence- 

°fUle  *act  that  lhe  couPle  was  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Hannah.  A  tabu¬ 
lation  oi  striking  similarities  in  the  known  data  on  Andrew  Hanna,  documents 

'  1°/  ^h0m  exis* ln  c?unty  and  state  archives  of  Pennsylvania,  and' the 
J.n,  Hanna,  subject  of  this  paper  follows: 

(a)  Each  is  known  to  have  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Penn~ 
sylvan ia  in  the  1730,s4 

(o)  Hash  had  a  son  born  on  the  ocean  as  the  family  migrated 
to  America. § 

(c)  Each  nad  at  least  four  sons,  the  youngest  of  whom  was 
named  Matthew. f* 

(d)  In  1732,  Matthew,  son  of  Andrew  Hannah,  sold  his  land  in 
Cumberland  County, Pennsylvania.#  Matthew,  son  of  the 

^Marcus  Lee  Hansen,  THE  ATLANTIC  MIGRATION,  1608-1060  (Cam- 
bridge:  Harvard  University  Press,  1940,)  p.  48 . 

t  James  Edward  Young  Hanna,  “Genealogy  of  the  J.E.Y.  and  M.  A.  Hanna 
1  amines  as  Compiled  by  J.  E.  Y.  Hanna”  (Manuscript,  written  at 

39°?#  °riglrial  in  Possession  of  Carl  Finley  Hanna,  of  Wauchula,’ 
-  joi  1x337,  p.  x. 

At!  examination  of  an  indexed  list  of  marriages  recorded  tn  Edinburgh, 
ucotland,  Between  .the  years  1720  and  1740  failed  to  locate  an  entry  for  the 
niarrts.ge  of  any  male  member  of  the  Hanna  family  between  those  dates. 

Tbf  Tb-'H  SX°h  f^eatry  Research  Sooiety>  Edinburgh,  Scotland! 

'“l  1  Registrations  of  marriages  in  Scotland,  however,  was 

entirety  voluntary  up  to  1855. 

t  Andrew  Hannah  purchased  200  acres  of  land  in  Lancaster  Court'-  Pen— 
on  ^bruary  25, 1737.  (PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES:  Third  Series 
c’AKitAM-lKS  OF  LAND  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  0'~  THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  1730-1898.  Edited  by  William  H.  Egie.  Hrrr'U 
b!‘b.  wm.  Stanley  Ray,  1898,  p.  425.)  Cf.  John  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobioera- 
r->7,  p.  1.  Two  other  warrants  for  land  in  Lancaster  County  were  issued 

iTTTbUb  S"r-  ame  of  Hanna  Prior  to  1750:  John  Hanna,  200  acres, 

;  ‘"’V  •-  1  <o8  and  lames  Hannah,  140  acres, March  30,  1748.  fPENNSYl 

VaniA  ARCHIVES,  Third  Series,  XXIV,  420  and  434.) 

g.Iohn  CaivmHmmain  his  “Autobiography,”  p.  1,  silted  that  the  child  was 

The  probate  record  for  Andrew  Hannah  does  not  mention  a 
RI!  Vd.utm.  Charms  A.  Hanna  gave  Samuel  as  the  name.  (Charles  A  K-'-n- 
OiUD  VALLEV  GENEALOGIES,  Now  York:  ,1.  J.  Little  &  GsC  1900,'  p!  52 J 
, .  Hanna,  OHIO  GENEALOGIES,  P.  52;  John  Cal  vin  Hanna.  "Arte 

□lOgi Tipuy,  '  p,  I.  v 

“Cu.iiborl.u.d  County,  Pennsylvania,  "Deed  Book,”  Vol.  I,  Book  F,p.  252. 
(cum.ser.and  County  Courthouse,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania.) 
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Mr.  Hanna  here  being  studied,  located  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Virginia,  in  that  same  year.* 

(e)  Each  man  had  a  son  who  moved  to  Guilford  County,  North 
Carolina,  in  the  decade  1770-1780.# 

(f )  Each  had  a  grandson  born  in  1760  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pennsylvania,  who  fought  in  the  battle  of  Kings  Mountain 
and  who  moved  at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  Wa/to 
Washington  County,  North  Carolina— -later  Washington 
County,  Tennessee. { 

(g)  The  Christian  names  of  Samuel,  Isaac,  Matthew,  Mary, 
and  Elizabeth  are  common  in  each  family. 


An  analysis  of  the  signature  of  Matthew  Hannah,  of  Cumberland  County 
Pennsylvania,  found  on  the  petition  of  Captain  Brady’s  Company  of  Militia! 
dated  September  3, 1777, §  and  that  of  Matthew  Hanna,  of  Rockbridge  County! 
Virginia,  as  executed  on  the  marriage  bond  of  his  daughter  Mary  in  1793  i 
and  on  bis  will  in  1815#  further  confirmed  the  assumption  that  Andrew  Hannah 
was  the  progenitor  of  the  Hanna  family  here  under  discussion.** 

The  hazards  oi  the  trip  from  Europe  to  America,  such  as  was  undertaken 
by  the  Hannas  in  1730,  are  portrayed  in  the  f  ollowing  excerpt  from  a  contem  ¬ 
porary  newspaper,  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  GAZETTE: 


They  have  commonly  long  and  miserable  passage,  occasioned 
probably  by  the  unskillfulness  of  the  mariners,  the  people  ear¬ 
nest^  to  be  gone  being  obliged  to  take  any  vessel  that  will  go; 
and  ’tis  frequently  with  such  as  have  before  been  only  coast¬ 
ers,  because  they  cannot  always  get.  those  that  have  been  us’d 
to  long  voyages  to  these  parts  of  the  world;  and  being  besides, 
but  meanly  provided,  many  starve  for  want,  and  many  die  oi 
sickness  by  being  crowded  in  numbers  on  board  the  vessel.' {*{* 
* 


gyman  Chalkley,  CHRONICLES  OF  THE  SCOTCH-HUSH  SETTLEMENT 
™  VIRGINIA  (Rossi yn,  Virginia:  The  Commonwealth  Company,  1921),  II,  1  11 
tCharles  A.  Hanna,  OHIO  GENEALOGIES,  p.  52;  Cumberland  Oour.v 
Pennsylvania,  “Deed  Book,”  Voi.  I,  Book  S,  p.  100;  John  Calvin  Har.np 
Autobiography/’  p.  1. 

{United  States  Department  of  the  Interior, Bureau  of  Pensions,  “Soldiei 
Certificate,  No.  o93491for  Andrew  Hannah”  (General  Services  Administra¬ 
tion,  National  Archives  and  Records  Service,  Washington,  D.  C.);  James  E. 
Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  1. 

§  Petition  oi  Captain  Joseph  Brady’s  Company  of  Militia  Belonging  m 
First  Batalion  of  Cumberland  County,  September  3,  1777”  (Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.)  Photographed  copy. 
f<  TOockbr  irige  County,  Virginia,  “Marriage  Bond  of  Daniel  Blainand  Polly 
Lanes,  June  3,  1799”  (Rockbridge  County  Courthouse, Lexington,  Virginia-.) 
Photographed  copy, 

#Rockbridge  County,  Virginia,  “Will  of  Matthew  Hanna,  April  j 4 .  1815” 
(Rockbridge  County  Courthouse,  Lexington,  Virginia.)  Photographed  copy. 

**  ttus  supposition  has  been  used  as  the  basis  for  the  contents  of  Chup- 
tors  I  and  HI.  Variations  and  confirmations  of  it  are  indicated  in  footnote  , 
j  |  PENN SYL  VANIA  GAZETTE :  November  20,  1729  (Quoted  by  Duoawa  , 
JOTC II- IRISH  OF  COLONIAL  PENNSYLVANIA,  p.  44.)' 
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Foi  the  young  Mrs.  Hanna  these  difficulties  were  augmented  by  the  un¬ 
certainties  of  imminent  childbirth.  The  vessel  on  which  the  family  sailed 
was  earned  out  of  her  course,  and  during  the  three-month  period  in  which 
it  sailea  the  seas,  Elizabeth  Hanna  gave  birth  to  a  son.* 

Lewis  and  Newcastle-  ‘both  now  in  Delaware  although  in  1730  they  were 
oth  a  part  of  Pennsylvania — and  Philadelphia  were  all  ports  of  entry  to 
the  1  rovmco  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Hannas  landed  at  Philadelphia,!  which 
haa  at  the  time  a  population  of  about  five  thousand. 

Ihe  family  did  not  remain  in  the  city  but  pressed  on  some  sixty  miles 
westward  to  the  frontier  settlement  of  Paxton  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,?  where  the  Scotch-Irish  were  building  their  homes. §  Although  the 
Hannas  were  Scots  rather  than  Scotch-Irish,  they  felt  at  home  in  their  new 
surroundings.  The  appellation  of  Scotch-Irish  is  not  an  indication  of  mixed 
Scotch  and  Irish  descent.  The  Scotch-Irish  were  merely  Scots  who  had 
settled  in  Ireland  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  had  migrated  in  the  eirh- 
te tilth  century  to  America,  pure  Scots  still— -all  their  folklore,  their  soups 
ana  poetry,  their  traditions,  even  their  speech  being  of  the  lowland  tyoe. 

Some  idea  of  the  Pennsylvania  of  those  days  can  be  gleamed  from  a 
synopsis  of  a  letter  written  in  1729  by  a  young  man  to  his  sister  back  in 
irelanu.  He  described  the  country  as  healthy  and  the  land  as  fertile  and 
easily  plowed,  selling  for  twenty-five  cents  to  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  an 
acre.  depending  upon  its  quality  and  location.  But,  lie  stated,  the  laiW 
immigration  of  the  day  was  causing  the  price  to  advance  rapidly. 

Rattlesnakes  and  copperheads  were  as  common  in  the  province  as  the 
much -dreaded  Indians.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  fora  farmer  while  cutting 
a  field  of  grain  to  kill  six  or  more  snakes  in  one  day.  Herds  of  buffalo  and 
eA£t  wandered  through  the  woods  furnishing  meat  for  the  taking.  Squirrels 
were  so  numerous  as  to  threaten  the  destruction  of  the  crops.  ° 

Pennsylvania  was  by  far  the  favorite  colony  for  many  of  the  irarrmrant^ 
to  America,  however,  not  so  much  by  reason  of  the  fertility  of  the  s oilgas 
oe cause  ox  the  appeal  of  the  liberal  religious  policy  of  the  Penns.  To  .'he 
Hanna  family,  who  since  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary  had  enjoyed  freedom 
of  worship  in  the  re-established  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland,  live  guar¬ 
antee  of  religious  toleration  contained  in  the  Charter  of  Privileges  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  was  of  prime  importance.  This  pledge  written  by  Penn  himself  »n 
1701  and  which  remained  in  force  until  1776  ran  as  follows:  . 


♦Supra,  p.  2,  footnote. 

t  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  1.  English  ship  captains  were 
required  to  register  only  the  foreigners  whom  they  transported.  Since  Scot- 
was  a  part  of  the  British  Empire  in  1730,  there  are  no  available  lists 

Oi  scotch  iinna&r  ants  such  as  are  attainable  for  German  immigrants  to  the 
Province. 

,v  ^Lancaster  County  Pennsylvania,  “Orphans'  Court  Docket,  1760-1763” 
(Lancaster  County  Courthouse,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania),  p.  129.  John 
Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,”  p.  1.  Paxton  Settlement  hud  been  folded 
b-v  th€  In'* an  trader,  John  Harris,  about  1726.  It  later  developed  into  tf- 
cay  of  Harrisburg,  capital  cl  the  State  oi  Pennsylvania. 

§  Of  the  6,203  immigrants  to  Pennsylvania  in  1729,  five,  thousand,  six 
hundred  were  Scotch-Irish  and  less  than  fifty  were  Scots.  (Charles  A. 
Hanna, THE  SCOTCH-IRISH.  New  York:  C.P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1902,  II,  63)] 
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Signature  of  Matthew  Hannah,  written  in  Cumberland 
County,  Pennsylvania,  September  3,  1777.  From  “Peti¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Brady’s  Company  of  Cumberland  County.” 
In  the  files  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Signature  oi  Matthew  Hanna,  written  in  Lexington,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  June  3,  1799.  From  the  marriage  bond  of  Daniel 
Slain  and  Polly  Hanna  in  Use  files  of  the  County  Clerk, 
Rockbridge  County,  Lexington,  Virginia. 
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Signature  of  Matthew  Hanna,  written  in  Lexington,  Vir- 
ginia,  on  April  14,  1815.  From  original  will  of  Matthew 
Hanna  in  the  tiles  of  the  County  Clerk,  Rockbridge  County, 
Lexington,  Virginia. 
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6  THE  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  THE  WESTWARD  MOVEMENT 

No  Person  or  Persons,  inhabiting  in  this  Province  or  Terri¬ 
tories,  wno  shall,  confess  and  acknowledge  One  Almighty  God. 
tlie  Creator,  Upholder,  and  Ruler  of  the  World  .  .  .  shall  be  in 
any  case  molested  or  prejudiced,  in  his  or  their  conscientious 
Persuasion  or  Practice,  nor  be  compelled  to  frequent  or 
maintain  any  religious  Worship,  Place  or  Ministry,  Contrary 
..  his  or  tneir  Mind,  or  to  do  or  suffer  any  other  Act  or  Thin" 
contrary  to  their  religious  Perswasion.  And  that  all  Persons 
who  also  profess  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of 
Q  .  '  tCL>  Kirill  be  capable  (not  withstanding  their  other  Per - 
swasions  and  Practices  in  Point  of  Conscience  and  Religion) 

to  serve  this  Government  in  any  capacity  both  Legislatively 
and  Executively. 

By  tiie  time  the  Hannas  reached  Lancaster  County,  frontier  Presbvter 
had  erected  four  or  five  churches  and  obtained  n^siona^su^K  ^ 

orFMizcUdt  f’hG  ?hld  Paxtang  Congregation,*  which  was  regularly 

organized  in  1732  under  the  Reverend  William  Bertram,  who  because  oLV 

scarci.y^Oi  ministers  on  tlie  frontier  was  also  pastor  of  the  Derr  -  C onprc - 

gauun.  ji.ariy  in  the  1740’s  a  controversy  between  the  pioneer  Presbyter  huis 

who  sought,  io  retain  the  conservative  European  methods  of  promoting  reU- 

gl0a  a“d  Uie  more  realistic  revivalists  under  the  leadership  of  the  e"™  t 

fmZT’  GeorS®  Whitefield,  reached  Paxtang  and  divided  the  park^nto 
-actions  known  as  the  Old  Side’  and  the  ‘New  Side.’  The  ‘New  Side’ erected 
a  church  of  its  own  and  issued  a  call  to  the  Reverend  John  Roan.  Since  th-s 
minister  later  officiated  at  the  marriage  of  Samuel  Hannah  It  seem, 
that  the  Hannas  belonged  to  the  ‘New  Side.’ 

Vihtie  Use  Quakers  of  Pennsylvania  strongly  objected  to  the  f--'itch-T'-!  -h 
os  immediate  neighbors,  they  had  welcomed  them  as  settlers  tbelront  ^r 

theonnv®  served  aS  a  buffer  attest  the  dreaded  Indians,  whom 

KHon  /FinStWh°m  UleLr  reti"ious  principles  denied  remi- 

‘  Gi  Uie  Quakers  toward  the  immigrants  is  clearly  stated 

Perns^flec  written  by  James  Logan,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  for  the 
1  enns,  describing  conditions  prevailing  in  the  province  in  1720  as  follows: 

Considerable  numbers  of  good  sober  People  came  in  from 
i.rel  who  wanted  to  be  Settled,  at  the  same  time  it  also  han- 
peneo  that  we  were  under  some  apprehension  from  ye  north- 
efn  tT-dians.  ...  I,  therefore  thought  it  might  be  prudent  to 
plant  a  settlement  ci  such  men  as  those  who  formerly  had  so 
bravely  defended  Derry  and  InniskiUen  as  a  frontier  in  case 
of  any  Disturbance.  Accordingly  ye  township  of  Donegal  was 
settled  some  few  by  warrts  at  ye  certain  price  of  1  OS  per 

nuna,  but  more  so  without  any. 

•/ 

!=*  17,3  the  heirs  cf  William  Penn  attempted  to  eject  these  settlers  from 


JvLl  UiGoL  bt  ulr, 

f.oeir  unpurenased  lands.  The  pioneers,  maintaining  that  “it  was 


i,„.  c  r-\  i  -  1 - “‘au.uuiuii^  L  11  Wil-S  C  ViU>  .0 1 

',1C  Uws  VL  God  Mld  IlaBirc  that  so  much  land  should  be  idle  while  so  many 


1 7C3Sa--Mv-i,Rlatr  i'1’  s?“  ®f,  Andrew  Hannah,  was  married  at  this  church  in 
t.:,'  d?;V/llfi°n McAlarney, ed„  HISTORY  OF  THE  SESQUI-CENTEN 
nso"  p  ’  67  )1Al  ANGCH0RCH*  Harrisburc;  Harrisburg  Publishing  Company, 
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Christian.;,  wanted  it  to  labor  on  and  raise  their  bread,”  insisted  that  the 
lane  was  theirs  in  exchange  lor  the  exertion  they  had  expanded  on  it  in 
redeeming  it  from  the  wilderness,  and  they  resisted  the  surveyors  with 
force.  In  the  end,  however,  the  majority  of  the  settlers  paid  for  their  land. 
On  November  9,  1750,  Andrew  Hannah  purchased  from  the  Penns  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  additional  acres  of  land  and  on  April  2,  1752,  fifty  more 
acres.* 

Soon  after  the  rupture  with  the  eastern  authorities  over  the  land  question, 
the  western  settlers  were  faced  with  the  more  serious  problem  of  renewed 
Indian  hostilities.  The  attacks  of  the  red  men  resulted  partly  from  the  fact 
that  the  land  of  the  Indians  was  being  settled  faster  than  the  colonial  govern¬ 
ment  could  arrange  to  buy  it  up,  and  partly  because  the  French,  rivals  of 
the  British  for  the  Indian  trade,  were  incitingthe  savages  to  aggression  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Rutherford,  the  historian  of  Old  Paxtang  Church,  "‘from  1745  to 
the  close  of  the  French  ano.  Indian  War,  with  only  short  intermissions,  the 
pioneers  along  the  Susquehanna  lived  in  constant  apprehension  cf  dangers 
fxoui  the  Indians  —  the  only  season  of  respite  for  them  being  the  winter 
when  the  cold  and  snow  prevented  tire  warriors’  campaigns.  Upon  the  de¬ 
feat  of  Braddock,  the  Indians  encamped  along  the  Susquehanna,  thirty  miles 
above  Harris’  Ferry.  The  following  letter  of  Edward  Shippen,  dated  at 
Lancaster ,  December  1, 1 ,55,  shows  the  imminent  danger  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Paxton  Settlement  from  the  incursions  of  the  Indians. 

We  are  all  much  pleased  by  your  willingness  to  contribute 
to  the  building  of  a  blockhouse.  The  savages  who  committed 
the  murders  in  Paxton  are  now  believed  to  be  very  numerous, 
perhaps,  one  hundred.  A  number  of  families,  but  thirty-five 
miles  from  us,  are  entirely  cut  off.  Farmers  are  flying  from 
their  plantations  to  Reading. 

Dining  all  these  years  of  trial,  the  government  at  Philadelphia,  fearful 
thu.t  any  iutenerence  on  its  part  might  endanger  the  safety  of  the  Quakers 
m  the  eastern  section  of  the  province,  offered  but  scant  assistance  to  the 
v  e stern  colonists.  Ai  length  in  1763  the  men  of  Paxton,  exasperated  by  the 
dreadful  slaughters  perpetrated  by  the  Indians,  engaged  in  the  so-called 
Conestoga  Massacre,  during  which  fifty-seven  of  the  settlers  marched  to 
toe  village  of  the  Conestoga  Indians,  who  were  living  peacefully  in  the  neigh- 
borhood  of  Lancaster,  and  instantly  murdered  all  whom  they  found  at  home  — 
men,  women,  and  children.  A  graphic  description  of  the  event  has  been  left 
by  Joseph  Doddridge  in  his  NOTES  ON  THE  SETTLEMENT  AND  INDIAN 
WARS  OF  THE  WESTERN  PARTS  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  PENNSYLVANIA 

It  was  in  vain  that  these  poor  defenseless  people  protested 
their  innocence  and  begged  mercy  on  their  knees.  Blood  was 
the  order  of  the  day  with  those  ferocious  Paxton  boys.  The 
death  of  the  victims  of  their  cruelty  did  not  satisfy  their  rage 
for  slaughter;  they  mangled  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Indians 
with  their  scalping  knives  and  tomahawks,  in  the  rnostshock- 
and  brutal  manner,  scalping  even  the  cniidren  and 


ing 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES,  Third  Series,  XXfV,  WARRANTIES'  OF 
LAND  IN  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANJ  \ 
435  and  436. 
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chopping  off  the  hands  and  foot  of  most  of  them. 

History  lins 

Indians, but  (he  retallatory£’mea-^reCdM'?ly  f°r  their  attack  on  defenseless 
further  depredations  in  tte  Trea  6  ^  deslrod  effect  «  checkiE 

the  ^rew  and  Eiisabeth  Hannah  reared 

Matthew,  the  youngest  son.  born  1717-f  r  -  son>  ^ndrewJ  Isaac,  born  1743.* 
eighth  child,  a  girl,  not  mentioned  by  n-Ae  fnt  Ehzabet^  Margaret;  and  an 
Although  frontier  conditions  did  ,-Z  J,  records-t 

learning,  the  Haima  children  were  aWe  i  nTf  7  lend  themselves  to  book 

a  tune  wiien  schooling  in  America  -  =  s  ?iain  a  fairly  Sood  education  a! 
this  assertion  is  contained  in  tiie  courthouse  A.3*  iY  a  !ow  level-  Proof  of 
where  signatures  of  the  various  niemi'-i-i  r  r  ieC0lds  °*  Lancaster  County. 
ble  that  the  education  received  bEh«  w,  f  the  family  appear.  It  is  proba- 
other  Scoteh-Irish  pioneers .  was  du^ chddren> like  that  obtained  by 
by  frontier  Presbyterian  pastors  who  LOtlle  "ssistance  rendered 

was  essential  to  the  mainteSceVfeh  f  He‘T  lEf  3a  lightened  laity 
in°i7M  d  lr?.,'lrnU7  became  the  schoolmaster”  thelead“  establishing 

by  his  widow  and  at  leasEse^  of  ?°™ty’P<?nnsylvania'  arrived 

ones  had  reached  an  age  when  .bet  £  llQren-  By  that  time  the  older 
homes  of  their  own  on  tiie  frontier  Snmi'E' E  ^  H1’0  ready  to  establish 

17e3>  at  ^zst 

!£baf,lef  A‘  Hanna-  °EIO  GENEALOGIES,  a  57 
Virginia,’ "lot  2°.  M'UT‘ew  Haana>  Iackson  Memorial  Cemetery,  Lexington, 

“Court  Docket,' 1  Docket>  1760-1783,”  p.  12S: 

staled  that  Andrew  Hannah  had  eight  children  d°1CU!fent’  dated  May  4,  1732,’ 
cording  the  distribution  of  the  bstote  orE  •  ®  second  document  re- 

cauldron  are  listed.  Identification  of  the  eEEE'm-E  1766»  only  seven 
from  Deed  Book,”  P. Lancaster  Cour*V  p-  ctllid> however,  was  obtained 
date  of  September  1,  1783  a  dis'rilu.Hf  ’ '  cnnt,ylvania>  P.  ICC,  where  under 
son-in-law  of  the  deceased  Andrew  Ha^ah'^fofm  W‘  McXUUp.a 

John  Calvin  Hanna  in  his  “AutEEEoE  E  ,  h\s  life's  share.” 

!he  01  iguiai  Hanna  immigrant,  Willian-^nd  E  ui  "  "  ’  l,sts  ouly  two  sons  of 
llarity  in  the  data  given  by  J.C  *f2£  forrr  There  ls  “^ked  sim- 
tained  from  public  records  on  -formation  ob- 

f  ennsylvania  to  Guilford  County,  North  rn  E,  E  "V  Eacn  migrated  from 
name  as  himself  who  fought  in  the  battl-*  r  '  EH’  caCn  liada  son  o!  the  same 
each  later  removed  to  Washington  Co^ty  ^  The  ChUdreii  * 

li  e  waiter  is,  therefore,  of  the  ooimon  hm  i  w  CaroU,!a-  Cf.  Supra,  p.3. 

J 0,111  Calvin  Hanna  referred  to  as\villi-nu  'r!,1C'row’  is  the  son  to  whom 
used  in  the  subsequent  pages  of  thil  Ss.  ^  AndreWl  ,Tl‘->  wiUbe 

V.rII,r.  BOOKS ‘am'  HO'PSTA  **  Mylen’  AN  INDEX  TO  THE 
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the  west  side  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  opposite  Paxton,  in  Hopewell  Town¬ 
ship,  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  operated  a  sawmill  and 
lived  until  his  death  in  the  fall  of  1803.*  His  name  appears  among  the  sub¬ 
scribers  to  Middle  Spring’s  old  stone  church  built  in  Cumberland  County 
in  1781. t  The  children  of  Samuel  Hannah  were:  Samuel,  Jr.,  Jean,  Margaret, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Rachael,  Nancy,  and  Sarah. t 

Andrew  Hannah,  Jr.,  married  Mary  Drening,§  probably  in  the  same  year 
as  his  father’s  death.  His  marriage  record  cannot  be  located.  A  marriage 
law  existed  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  time,  but  since  it  was  not  enforced,  both 
ministers  and  justices  of  the  peace  werd  accustomed  to  marry  persons  with¬ 
out  licenses.  Andrew,  Jr.,  also  moved  to  Cumberland  County  about  1768!; 
and  located  on  a  farm  adjacent  to  that  of  his  brother  Samuel,  llis  children 
were:  Isaac,  Andrew  I  IT,  John,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Jane,  and  perhaps  William. g 

Isaac  Hannah,  a  younger  son  of  Andrew  Hannah  I,  married  Martha  Bell, 
April  15,  17G6,  and  had  the  following  issue:  Andrew,  Samuel,  Elizabeth, 
Matthew,  Thomas,  John,  Anna,  Martha,  and  Issac,  Jr.**  The  signatures  of 
Isaac  Hannah  I  and  that  of  his  brother  Matthew  appear  on  a  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Hanover  Township  in  Lancaster  County  against  a  division  of 
the  township  in  1769tf.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  Isaac  served  in  the 
Sixth  Battalion  of  Lancaster  County  Militia. Some  time  later  he  moved  to 
Dry  Valley,  Union  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  about  1.810  to  Livings  ton  County,. 
New  York,  where  he  died  in  1816. §§ 

Matthew  Hannah,  youngest  son  of  Andrew  Hannah  I,  joined  his  brothers 
in  Hopewell  Township,  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  before  1771. eg 
On  September  3,  1777,  he  signed  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Pennsylvania  requesting  a  classification  of  the  company  of  militia  to 
which  he  belonged.  On  September  17  of  the  same  year  he  purchased  his 


*  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  “Deed  Book,”  VoL  I,  Book  F.  p.  252 
and  Charles  A,  Hanna,  OHIO  GENEALOGIES,  p.  52. 

t Belle  McKinney  Hays  Swope,  HISTORY  OF  THE  MIDDLESPRING  PRES- 
BY 8 ERIAN  CHURCH  (Newville,  Pennsylvania:  Times  Steam  Print  House, 
190C),  p.  43. 

J Charles  A.  Hanna,  OHIO  GENEALOGIES,  p.  52. 

§The  name  SDrening’  was  obtained  from  the  “Autobiography  of  John 
Calvin  Hanna,”  p.  1.  The  name  ‘Mary’  was  given  in  Lancaster  Countv, 
Pennsylvania,  “Deed  Book,”  M,  70. 

If  Charles  A.  Hanna,  OHIO  GENEALOGIES,  p.  52. 

#John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p,  1.  (The  name  Andrew  does  not 
appear  on  the  list  compiled  by  J.  C,  Hanna.)  Cf.  Supra,  p.  3. 

♦♦Charles  A.  Hanna,  CHIO  GENEALOGIES,  p.  52. 

tf Thomas  H.  Robinson,  HISTORICAL  :  '  OF  OLD  HANOVER 

CHURCH  (Harrisburg:  Dauphin  County  Historical  Society,  1878),  p,  19.  The 
original  copy  of  the  petition  has  not  been  located.  It  is  not  in  the  files  of 
the  Dauphin  County  Historical  Society,  the  Lancaster  County  Historical 
Society,  the  Historical  Society  ox  Pennsylvania,  the  State  Library  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  nor  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society. 

.tj Daughters  of  the  American  Resolution,  LINEAGE  BOOK,  CXLXHI,  No. 
132239. 

§§ Charles  A.  Hanna,  OHIO  GENEALOGIES,  p.  52, 

titi  IBID. 
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the  fourth  daughter  to  Hurti  w  McKilPn  t0  Moses  Carson,  and 

Paxton  Township,  Lancaster  CountT  ““  Were  aU  £ettled  «* 

Sometime  between  3  777  ard  1  7QQ*thof4«ni  «»  j 


i 

f 


t 

n, 

% 


it 

& 


*' P*  100' 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA,  AnrU  1923  REVOLUTION  IN  THE 
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McKee,  THE  McKEES  OF  VIRGIN^  4ITj'l4VTnr  Wilson 

of  J.  B.  Richards,  1801),  p.  126.  KENTUCKY  (Pittsburgh:  Press 

p.  M  VTteid’ "bo^/’p oif  ToT’  “°rphajls’  Court  Docket,  1 763-1767,: 
ii Supra,  p.  5,  '  '  ’  1  * 
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CHAPTER  II 

MATTHEW  HANNA  IN  VIRGINIA,  1782—1815 

Temporarily  hindered  by  mountain  barriers  frm>  , 

and  restless  under  the  weak  nrot«rtirm  mVc  v  fi  i  ■  iJC~a-~aon  to  wes’ 
to  ae  east, the  trontie^^n ot  Pe^syiS  fcTeeJo^r '  tT’^" 

vZ^T^S  {ZmeS’  turiied  th8ir  Ws  soutt^d  tato5fva"ovao" 

°'e  Alleghenies  on  the  £$£ 
though  the  backwoods  of  Virginia  andVe“  ^  mUfes 

r  ■  - 

flowed  southward  to  a  ccSS  J^m  abandoned  Pennsylvania  ana 

ss™2 

though  oreredincr  tw  «p  "  migratl0n  oX  Andrew  II  a  nr  \  rJ- 

C  T.  •  .0i  Mattht'w>  wlU  be  treated  in  a  later  charter  4,r* 

OnMsv  tl  11  e0atlMed  to  participate  m  the  wefte^lrc^ 

Com^  tyTn^  ,Matttew  Hanna  disposed  oi  his  oronerty  £cZbZi'-l 

XH'Ur^  Same  ye^> Posing  up  the  northern  cotmties  l 

-ecLed  aear  Lexington,  Rockbridge  Countv, §  a  district  whi-h  Vr 

Z^fTZTt^  At  “ 

lJULt^  utOLd,  lie  built  a  tannery —after  o-ri^t  wmc-  .  n  . 

lirst  enterprises  to  be  established  on  a  newfrontier  Although  iA  A 1  ’  “ 
te  en^ged  in  other  activities  in  the 

balN-d*^-^  Lexington,  naraed  for  the  site  In  Massachusetts  where "er-- 
fotded  ^m?S  CdthT  n°l.heard  ’rouud  the  world/'  tedbe^n 

aWu.it,  and  its  principal  streets,  besides  the.  traditional  Main'  stxeei,  became 
v’ZfZZ?1^  t0  Abe™etI>y>  the  relative  price  of  land  rather  than  ge^ph- 

a?  setue-  r, 

Vi^trinin  vnh01,  4r,  ° ^  xc>  ~iU,,_en  pounds  the  hundred  acres,  to 

for  "the  «amp  t-  ei£hteenth  century  was  ten  shiUm-s 

FRONTIERS*”  Eaton  Rol.  tl  ■  •  ?h0ln?f  Akeraethy,  THREE  VIRGINIA 

1  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES.  Third  Series fvw  (Too \P'  , 

tr^v?  ,  r  r!turns  but  not  ‘he  1782  returns. 

D;\  e^Uid  County  Pennsylvania,  “Deed  Book,”  Vo]  I  Pook  F  n  f  50 

i1  Rockbridge  County,  “Will  Book,”  IV,  122, 
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THK  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  THE  WESTWARD  MOVEMENT 

Randolph.  On  April  1  i^ 

loday  constitutes  the  eastern  nJtnl  n  ^0”  and  Lee  University  m  y/-< 
of  the  main  building?  Part0f  0,0  diversity  campus  directly  b  fr^ 

Matthew  Hanna  buUt  Ms^oae  ^As^’  bordering  Main  and  Henry  street 
of  Lexington,  h°me’  As  Worthed  by  one  of  the  early  wsifi 

MgrgaWeatoedntowfrd  mVsu-eet  ?*  *  C<?llar’  with  a 

back  about  thirty  or  forty  feet  ,„m  1  fr0m  which  u  stood 

trees.  Within,  h'ouse  hac?  0n  ’  yard  «d  Breen 

smaller  rooms,  each  withtf.ro  r°°M;  “to  Ulis  two 

no  way  of  heating  the  laro*e  roomer  opened-  There  was 

mid  it  must  have  been  very  rote  '‘cep1' lrom  fhe  two  smaller 
rangement  of  the  room-  l  l  ™  h'  ,Upstairs  the  ar- 

ran  a  Porch  from  a  door  on  Henry  sire- 1  ?  "’  Round  ftis 
yard,  completely  eucirclino- it;  ft,  St‘ e.?*.to  one  “  the  back 
m  my  childish  eves  a  (Treat*  hf,  buUdulg>  and  makbng  it 
room  I  have  spoken  $  ^  ^“£5  "*“«“»•  large 
times. f  a°  used  fur  diningroom  in  early 

live  daughters--]^rV,1vfartiiaUlA^ Matthew  Haana  and  his 
by  William  Henry  Foote  in  been  left 

rdentiy  as^itt  si— > 

strove  to  bring  un  Ms  rhihh-r>  *  "  1fvmg  God  himself,  he 
Paul  'in  the  X£e 1 ^“•f.CCOrdlnS  to  Uls  Section  of 

was  the  example  before  “v^ofa S'i’  ^  day 
more  than  he  could  tell  and  vJi  !?.  T  ^  loved  th?m 
than  all  his  family.  He  labored  in  Iov.ing  God  ^ore 

awl  successfully  for  the  cimnr.  <  ,  ?ls  v°cation  cheerfully 

rfren  saw  with’ all but  ^  chit! 
vation  more  Hum  wealth.}  &  '  ’"'SULid  liieir  spiritual reno- 

lu  1796,  the  residence  of  Mzrthnn?  xx, 

fnc  which  wiped  out  most  of  the  torn* Sjrriously  threatened  by  a 
_ _  toWn  01  hex^Ston.  Originating  in  the 

'Rockbridge  County,  "Deed  Book,”  a. 

u-riiten  sometime  lh^andlpn’1' a  newspaper  article 

«*  •!*«*  oi  Mrs.  W.  W.  DunlapThich  te'  "  Was  Prese™d  In  the 
,w.!  Lee  University,  Lexington.  Tlrhua  Tl  “‘.V1?  c,ustody  «f  Washington 
pav;  in  the  LEXINGTON  GAZFTTP  m  •  *  '?  artlcIe  has  been  reprinted  in 

r-  A  later  description  of  ofebouse^  at  be  fditi0a*  1938’  Pa-  m. 
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OLI)  IiLUE  HOTEL 

1  );tte  193( 

Location:  Lexington,  at  the  intersection  of  North  Main  and  Jeff¬ 
erson  Streets, 

Date  built:  1785. 

When  the  Town  of  Lexington  was  founded  in  1  77  7,  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Borden  Grant,  deeded  to  Benjamin  Borden  by  Governor 
Goorh,  on  November  6,  1739,  was  allotted  to  the  Town  of  Lexington 
and  sold  to  private  parties  as  the  occasion  demanded. 

On  June  7,  1  785,  the  site  on  which  this  building  stands,  was  sold 

l,i-  *1  own  to  Matthew  Hanna,  and  the  deed  was  made  bv  john 
Bow ver  and  Widiam  McKee,  .trustees,  to  Matthew  Hanna  recorded 
in  Deed  Book  “A,”  page  521. 

A».  the  death  oi  IMatthew  Hanna,  he  willed  it  to  his  wife,  Tlartha 
Hanna,  will  recorded  on  November  6,  1816,  Will  Book  4,  page  1 22. 

Martha  Hanna  willed  it  to  her  daughter.  Martha  Parry  and  her 
Children,  will  recorded  on  August  7,  1821,  Will  Book  5,  page  Ml. 

These  heirs  and  children  of  Martha  Parry  sold  it  to  James  F. 
Clycc  on  May  15,  IS 48,  Deed  Book  “AA,”  page  57. 

James  F.  Clyce  willed  it  to  his  heirs,  will  recorded  on  January  31, 
1853,  Will  Book  12,  page  445. 
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14  THE  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  THE  WESTWARD  MOVEMENT 

S  moluJ  Ure  had  rapidly  over  the  surrounding  are, 

t.  ,  ,  R  ,l  1  the  bmIcunSs  were  of  wood  and  the  water  supply  with-vhi-I 
fight  Ore  flames  was  limited  to  far-distant  spring.  By  the  time  ^1^' 
reached  IJenrv  street  thP  ^  ^  u  Hamer 

the  dau^ersrf  Mr  '  r  s^uad  was  exhausted.  In  this  emervencr 

«?  sj 

sj~ : .*«££  jp 

Mr.  I,K’ 

of  the  word  W™’  „u,-i  „„7  r1’1  a  tavern..  The  modern  connotatior 

From  rMoF  mm  L  i  establishments  so  named  at  that  date, 
seen  that  -i  RAVEL  IN  AMERICA  by  Seymour  Dunbar  it  can  U 

anltiZ^!8  °X  LHe  eiSbteenth  century  the  tavern  had  reached 
a  position  oi  consequence  in  the  national  life,  and  from  that 

period  until  about  Uie  year  1830  its  importance  steadily  in¬ 
creased  both  as  a  factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  people  and  as  an 
essential  element  in  making  any  journey. 

nity^'and'^xerciswi^ons^iSrSjle^irdluwice  OiTre'.^Thf^mip-M 

the  Governor  of  Virginia  appointed  Matthew  Hanna  a  Justice °of  theVeace  “ 

outmoded  todTtte^m?021*^^6  COUDty  0n  February  3,  1789.*  Although 
.  t0GL~^  justice  of  the  peace  system  served  ?  dpfinito  ,.rrr“. 

tne  pioneer  communities  along  the  frontier  By  makhi^use  of  leadin ” 

^“‘°flMEeS  f0r  which  intelligence  and  syrn^werc' 

the  'l“1  t0  ■,usiice  ilian  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  intrica-ies  c; 

ti  e  la./,  the  arrangement  brought  the  courts  within  the  .-each  of  imn,.  a  ’ 

wtth0-thsrrtS-e'  becafe  0f  the  expense  aRd  tte  ^icnUia; 

nity  for  a  judicial  setaemeKa^dteStesbeea  °*  “  °Pp0rtU' 

Thomas  Jefferson  has  left  a  detailed  account  of  the  powers  ex-rcis-dir- 
th.se  early  justices  in  his  NOTES  ON  THE  STATE  OF  VIRGINIA,  'in "regard 


JJ 


*A.  R  ,  “An  Old  House  and  a  Notable  Family. 

t Rockbridge  County,  Virginia,  “Holders  of  Tavern  Licenses  177'>  inR-  ' 
Bound  in  volume  entitled  “Tithables  «f  177<?  »  ^  i,  j  l’1  'u'ld&‘“ 
house,  Lexington,  Virginia)^  463  (Rockbridge  County  Court. 

‘Mansion6  Foi^^ara1  “  thelr  wiUs  referred  to  the  building  as  thr 

The  “ciimmf  rf  «  JSUally  n0minated  by  other  justices  in  the  community. 
thr  r;  1  tie  recommendation  of  Matthew  Hanna  to  “his  F-c-ienc’ 

£*£ P*rso“  to  bc  ^cd  to  the  commission  of  t£ ‘peace"' 
of  the  “Order  Book  ' lT-f  t?*  J.a.nxi.ary  l’  r/2<J  is  recorded  on  p.  1.74 

V  lrglma)  H;s  appointment  as  justice  appears  on  p.  'i78.  ‘ 
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to  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases  he  wrote: 

If  any  free  person  commit  an  offence  against  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  if  it  be  below  the  degree  of  felony,  he  is  bound  by  a 
justice  to  appear  before  their  court,  to  answer  it  on  indict- 
ment  01  information.  If  it  amounts  to  felony,  he  is  committed 
to  jail;  a  court  of  these  justices  is  called;  if  they  on  examina¬ 
tion  hold  him  guilty,  they  send  him  to  the  jail  of  the  general 
court. 

Respecting  the  power  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  civil  suits  Jefferson  stated 
that  the  magistrates 

have  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  whatever  value,  not  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  department  of  admiralty.  This  jurisdiction  is 
twofold.  If  the  matter  in  dispute  be  of  less  value  than  four 
dollai  s  and  one-sixth,  a  single  member  may  try  it  at  any 
time  and  place  within  his  county,  and  may  award  execution 
on  the  goods  of  the  party  cast.  If  it  be  of  that  or  greater 
value,  it  is  determinable  before  the  county  court,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  four  at  the  least  of  those  justices,  and  assembled  at 
the  courthouse  of  the  county  on  a  certain  day  in  every  month. 

From  their  determination,  if  the  material  be  the  value  of* 
ten  pounds  sterling,  or  concern  the  title  or  bounds  of  lands 
an  appeal  lies  to  one  of  the  superior  courts. 

These  powers,  it  will  be  noted,  far  exceeded  those  enjoyed  bv  the  justices 
oi  this  century.  As  a  result  the  men  who  held  the  office  were  usually  highly 
respected  in  the  community  in  which  they  served, 

a^k  ''7.  ^anna  retained  his  position  as  justice  of  the  peace  until  at  least 
1805, at  which  date  his  name  still  appears  on  the  court  records  of  the  county. 
A  testimony  of  his  faithful  attendance  at  court  follows: 

Rockbridge  Coimty,  to  wit:  John  Bowyer,  Charles  Campbell. 

John  Houston,  and  John  MeCaukey  are  aged  and  infirm  and 
very  seldom  attend  court.  John  Gay,  Joseph  Walker,  James 
Gilmore,  William  Moore,  David  Edmundson,  Matthew  Hanna 
•  .  ,  are  the  Magistrates  who  principally  give  their  attendance 
in  court.  .  .  .  Andrew  Reid,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  said  county, 
December  8,  1805. 

It  was  probably  as  a  zealous  Presbyterian,  however,  that  Matthew  Hanna 
made  his  greatest  contribution  to  the  pioneer  history  of  Lexington.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Rockbridge  Coimty,  Mr.  Hanna,  a  man  of  strong  religious 
mu  vie  iions,  joined  the  Presbyterian  congregation  at  Hail's  Meeting  House 
fJ  ]  \*  ‘^stie  Creek  about  jour  and  a  half  miles  from  Lexington.  When  a  stone 
eciuice,  caUed  Monmouth  Church,  was  erected  by  the  congregation  in  1788. 
uattnew  Hanna  pledged  six  pounds  for  that  purpose. j  The  following  year, 
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CALENDAR  OF  VIRGINIA  STATE  PAPERS,  edited  by  B.  W.  Flourney 
(Richmond:  James  E.  Goode,  1885),  IX,  427. 

1  lames  H.McCown  and  Robert  W.  Morrison,  A  BRIEF  SKETCH  OF  THE 
iOEW  MONMOUTH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  ROCKBRIDGE  COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA  (Lynchburg,  Virginia:  J.  P.  Bell,  1912),  p.  23. 
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when  tIie  Presbyterians  in  town  issued  a  call  to  the  Reverend  William  Graham 
for  one-hall  of  his  time,  Matthew  Hanna  promised  one  pound,  five  shillii; 
a  donation  equalled  by  only  one  other  subscriber.  As  the  new  congregate 
had  no  house  of  worship,  open-air  services  were  held  in  a  grove  in  what  i 
now  Davidson  Park.  Prayer  meetings  were  also  conducted  at  the  home  ■ 
Matthew  Hanna,  the  large  dining  room  on  the  first  floor  of  his  house  beir. 
used  for  that  purpose.*  The  records  of  the  Presbytery  likewise  show  tin  - 
it  1  epeated  adjourneofroin  Monmouth  or  Liberty  Hall  Academy  to  meet  v 
Mr.  Hanna's.”! 

In  the  words  of  the  Reverend  S.  B.  Wilson,  D.D.,  a  son-in-law  of  Matthe 
Hanna,  Mr.  Hanna  had  been  “the  prime  mover  and  the  active  and  eff icier* 
agent  in  the  election  of  the  F irst  Presbyterian  Church  In  Lexington.”!  a:  i 
consequently  he  was  elected  elder  by  the  congregation  he  had  helped  to  form,  * 
Church  and  family  records  indicate  that  from  that  time  until  the  present, 
pei  ioci  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  years,  there  has  always  been  a  ruling  elde1 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  each  generation  of  the  Hanna  family. “T 

Elders  in  the  early  days  played  an  important  role  in  maintaining  disciplin: 
in  the  huge,  thinly-populated  settlements  of  the  frontier  over  which  civil 
authorities  could  exercise  only  ineffectual  control.  A  perusal  of  any  ear's 
Pi  esbyterian  churchrecords  will  reveal  the  great  influence  of  its  Session  in 
sustaining  temperance,  reverence  for  the  Sabbath,  marital  fidelity,  and  hon¬ 
est  business  relation.  The  “First  Session  Records”  of  Lexincton's  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  during  the  period  that  Matthew  Hanna  served  on  the  board 
notes  suspensions  from  membership  in  the  Church  for  such  misconduct  as 


>> 


*A.  R.,  “An  Old  House  and  a  Notable  Family. 
t“A  Brief  History  of  Lexington  Presbyterian  Church,”  LEXINGTON 
PRESBYTERIAN  SABBATH  SCHOOL  NEWS,  April,  1923. 

-i-Letter  of  h.  li.  Wilson  to  William  H.  Foote,  dated  January  23,  1855. 
Cited  by  the  latter  in  his  SKETCHES  OF  VIRGINIA,  II,  301. 

§“A  Brief  History  of  Lexington  Presbyterian  -  Church,”  LEXINGTON 
PRESBYTERIAN  SABBATH  SCHOOL  NEWS,  April,  1923. 

HThe  elders  as  far  as  the  writer  knows  were:  Matthew  Hanna,  elder  at 
Monmouth  and  Lexington,  1792-1815;  John  Hanna,  elder  in  Wilson  County, 
Tennessee  before  1819  and  at  Golconda,  Illinois,  1820-1834  (HISTORY  0. 
THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  GOLCONDA,  ILLINOIS,  published 
by  the  Session,  Golconda:  Herald  Enterprise  Publishing  Company,  1937, 
up.  2  ana  /l).  3 cun  C.  Hanna,  elder  at  Baldwin  Church,  near  Sparta,  Illinois. 

1 843 - c- 1350  (Augustus  T.  Norton,  HISTORY  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  IN  ILLINOIS,  St.  Louis:  W.  S.  Bryan,  1879,  p.  318).  James II.  Hanna, 
elder  at  Pleasant  Ridge  Church,  near  Chester,  Illinois,  1851-1800  (Norton. 
HISTORY  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  ILLINOIS,  p.  411;— All  the 
above  men  were  charter  members  and  first  ciders  of  the  churches  the; 
served— John  C.  Ilanna,  son  of  George  Hamilton  Ilanna,  elder  at  Golconda. 

1844- 1847  (HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  p.  71; 
‘V.  r<J\Y;IIarma’  elder. at  Golconda,  1860- 1 909  (HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  p„  M);  John  C.  Hanna,  grandson  of  George  Hamilton 
Hanna,  elder  at OakParkand  Springfield,  Illinois  until  1935  (A.  W?  Clevenger. 

‘  ‘Obituary  of  John  Calvin  Hanna,”  NORTH  CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  QUAR¬ 
TERLY,  XIII,  April,  1939,  439);  and  John  W.  Crawford,  elder  at  Golconda, 
1910  io  the  present  time. 
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the  use  of  procane  language,  Intemperance,  public  quarrels,  and  attendant 
at  balls  or  the  equally  serious  offense  of  permitting  children  to  attend  v  ^ 
About  the  same  time  that  the  Reverend  William  Graham  accepted  \C 
pastoraie  at  Lexington,  he  became  interested  in  the  religious  revival  move¬ 
ment  that  was  taking  a  strong  hold  on  the  frontier  and  soon  Introduced  i-e, 
congregation  to  it.  Mary  Hanna,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Matthew  “who  h-d 
always  manifested  a  great  tenderness  of  soul  on  the  subject  of  salvation  Lw 
?  xf .  x;as  Particularly  affected  by  the  revival  as  shown  In  an  account 
leit  by  Dr.  Archibald  Alexander,  a  pupil  of  the  Reverend  William  Graham. 

All  believed  that  if  any  one  had  experienced  divine  renewal, 
it  was  Mary  Hanna.  One  afternoon  while  reading  a  sermon 
of  Temient  s  on  tlie  need  of  a  legal  work  preparatory  to  con¬ 
version,  she  was  seized  with  such  apprehension  of  her  danger 
thsx  she  began  to  tremble  and  in  attempting  to  reach  the  house 
which  was  only  a  few  steps  distant,  fell  prostrate  and  was 
taken  up  in  a  terrible  convulsion.  The  news  quickly  spread 
and  in  a  short  time  most  of  the  serious  young  people  in  the 
town  were  present./)* 

Several  explanations  have  been  given  by  histor  ians  for  the  prevalent  mani¬ 
festations  of  emotional  strain,  known  as  the  ‘jerks/  which  characterized 
the  great  religious  revivals  of  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  The  most  plausible 
seems  to  be  the  one  given  by  Abernethy  that  the 

demonstrations  at  the  camp  meetings  were  not.  so  much  a 
product  of  emotionalism  as  of  emotional  collapse,  carefully 
worker  up  and  brought  on  by  the  fury  of  the  preachers. $ 

9n  iFuif  ^  Mary  Hanna  became  the  wife  of  the  Reverend  Daniel 

Liam,.;  who  was  later  professor  of  languages  at  Washington  and  Lee  u  el¬ 
ver  si  ty~~  then  known  as  Washington  College.  Her  husband  also  preached  at 
xford  and  Timber  Ridge  Presbyterian  churches  in  Rockbridge  County, 
Virginia.  On  March  17,  1806,  Elizabeth  Hanna  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Samuel  B.  Wilson, IT  a  student  from  North  Carolina.  Dr.  Wilson  was 
la,er  pastor  at  Fredericksburg  and  professor  of  Union  Seminary.  Martha 
ianna  married  John  Parry  on  October  29,  1797#  and  Agnes,  John  T.  McKee 
on  November  18,  1806.**  John  Parry  associated  himself  with  Mr.  Hanna  in 
Uoincss  ana  later  succeeded  him  as  elder  in  the  Lexington  Congregation. 
For  many  years  John  T.  McKee  was  an  elder  of  Monmouth  Church.  Delia 
A/Ima  carried  Dr.  fames  L.  Clowney  and  moved  to  Lewisburg,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  finally  further  west  along  the  frontier.  As  a  result  of  these  mar- 
i  lages  Matthew  Hanna  became,  either  lineally  or  by  affinity,  closely  related 


JW. 


*Foote,  SKETCHES  OF  VIRGINIA,  H,  300. 
f Cited  by  Foote,  SKETCHES  OF  VIRGINIA,  II,  300. 

~^f^0T'nas  jJ>‘  Abernethy,  FROM  FRONTIER  TO  PLANTATION  IN  TEN/. - 
,Wh?pel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1932),  p.  218 
sRoc abridge  County,  Virginia,  “Marriage  License/’  June  3,  1799.  San 
Houston,  a  close  relative  of  the  future  hero  of  Texas,  officiated. 
Rockbridge  County,  “Marriage  Register/'  I 


#Roekbridge  County,  “Marriage  Register,”  I,  56. 


♦■'•Rockbridge  County,  “Marriage  Register, 
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to  at  least  twenty-one  Presbyterian  ministers.*  Descendants  of  Matthew 
Hanna  are  still  m  Lexington  today,  but  unfortunately  he  had  no  ma  e  heHs 
to  carry  on  the  name  of  Hanna  in  that  town. 

hollTV^M  Matthew  Hanna’s  wi>i  it  is  evident  that  he  was  a  slave 
!  ’  F of  hls  slaves  were  passed  on  in  bondage  to  his  wife  and  daueh- 

Uusamxhwassold  at  his  direction.!  This  slaveholding  by  Matthew  Hanna 
of  fi  f  contrary  to  the  anti-slavery  feeling  later  exhibited  by  members 

o,  the  fam.uy  who  sealed  further  west  on  the  frontier 

ay  “°CWbSr  1815 ■  »  v„r„ 
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nr,n?rihu1n-inioterS  asJfar  as  the  author  has  determined  were:  Reverend 
Darnel  B.a in;  Revevend  Samuel  Blain,  of  Louisville;  Reverend  Daniel  Blain 

f  -•'evcr°nd  Mercer  Blain;  Reverend  Harry  Myers*  Revererd  Mr  Wai  ' 
ace,  who  married  Susan  Myers;  Reverend  Dr.  Samuel  B wUson  hls  4n 

Wi,lT’ 0/  TreSSee'  Md  a  «™AJ  tnTe’nness^ 

V ’Ll  son  nr  V”''i'v-'v-,CU'-  Jaaies  Wllson  and  lns  two  sons;  Reverend  T.S. 
w  iteon,  of  Halifax,  \  irgima;  Reverend  O.  B.  Wilson,  agent  for  the  colrrr-d 

tataHt^from^ou^r  “r  S*  ®f:  Wilson's  youngest  daughter  married  a 
rx  •  1  ’  South  Larohna,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Davies.  A  son  of  Mrs 

Davies  was  also  a  minister.  One  granddaughter  married  Reverend  Hammer 

ScKee’  d“centenr''er’  %  <***  Leyburn,  Jr  AmoSTr" 

llirL^  u  ,  ?  ®  the  Reverend  F.  Laird,  the  Reverend  William  R 

and  a  WotableteamUy."  HarV6y  GU“°r6  and  hls  son*  <A‘  *•>  “An  Old  House 

t  Rockbridge  County,  “Will  Book,”  IV,  122 

+ Tombstone,  Jackson  Memorial  Cemetery,’  Lexington,  Virginia,  Lot  2a. 


*  .4- 


. 


Jer.sl  Jr.  of 

Bvi'?  .i  >biOit 


' 


CHAPTER  III 


THE  ANDREW  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA,  1772-17 


O  i 


The  Sco.  eh -Irish  exodus  from  Pennsylvania  to  North  Carolina  followed 
the  same  general  pattern  as  that  to  Virginia.  About  the  year  1772  Andre 
Hanna  and  his  family  participated  in  this  southward  trek.*  No  doubt  tp.-v 
family  followed  the  great  immigrant  road  which  ran  through  Lancaster  nrc 
2  ?x  y>eiblsyt vania,  to  Winchester,  Virginia,  thence  down  the  Valiev  r:' 

Virginia  to  Staunton,  where  the  Roanoke  River  cut  an  eastward  oath  throe  h 
the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains.  rJ'he  trail  of  the  pioneers  thereafter  "followed 
river  in  a  southeasterly  direction  to  its  intersection  with  the  Dan,  which  in 
iu;  turn  led  the  pioneers  into  the  back  country  of  the  Carolinas  The  dis¬ 
tance  was  approximately  four  hundred  miles. 

Many  of  the  poorer  class  of  immigrants  made  the  journey  on  horseback 
wi-.h  their  farming  and  cooking  utensils,  bedding,  wearing  apparel,  and  nr  en¬ 
visions  tiea  onto  pack  horses.  Those  who  were  more  comfortably  situated 
economically  used  the  Conestoga  wagon,  named  for  the  Conestoga  Rive  La 
Lancaster  County.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  Hanna  family  made 
in  this  type  of  rambling,  springless  vehicle.  *  .  "  ' 

Colonial  North  Carolina  was  a  huge  territory  extending  from,  the  Atlmvic 
seaboard  to  the  Mississippi  River  and  included  within  its  boundaries  all  the 
present  state  of  Tennessee.*  The  Hannas  settled  in  Guilford  Comity. |  On 
March  1,  1 780,  Andrew  Hanna  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  laud  on  B  leva 
Creek,}.  a  small  stream  on  tlie  edge  of  Guilford .  and  the  present  Fore 'the 
counties.  At  the  time,  the  land  touched  and  ran  parallel,  north  and  so-.dh. 
t0  Vzxjrt  th8east  boundary  of  Surry  County  and  was  adjacent  to  land  ow  jed 
by  a  William  Woods  who  was  probably  Andrew  Raima's  brother-in-law  of 
Hiat  name,  the  husband  of  Mary  HannaJi.  When  this  property  was  sold  or 

Apra  .Cioa,  Audrey/  v/as  listed,  in  the  deed  of  conveyance,  as  a  res  idem 
of  Surry  County,  North  Carolina. § 

A  few  years  alter  the  Hanna  family  had  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to 
North  Carolina  the  war  for  independence  from  England  broke  out  in  tie 


Charles  A.  Hanna,  CnUO  GENEALOGIES,  p.  52;  Pension  Record  of 
Andrew  Hanna,  “Soldier  Certificate,  No.  593491.” 

According  to  the  “Autobiography  of  John  Calvin  Hanna,”  p.  1,  any  date 
prior  to  1770  as  a  possible  time  for  the  immigration  of  the  family  to  NorP 
Carolina  is  eliminated  by  the  fact  that  John  Hanna, born  December  25,  17  A  , 
t_  escribed  in  the  sketch  as  having  been  a  lad  at  the  time  of  migre  t.i. 
Any  date  after  1780  is  excluded  since  a  member  of  the  family  fought  in  the 
battle  of  Kings  Mountain  in.  South  Carolina,  October,  1780. 

t Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  “Deed  Book,”  Vol.’l,  Book  E,  p.  100 
1  cKta, dated  September  1  / ,  1 » 77, stated  that  the  grantor,  Andrew  liana  ah, 
was  of  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina. 

^  iGuilford  County, North  Carolina,  “Deed  Book,”HI,G4.  (Guilford  County 
Courthouse,  Greensboro,  Nortli  Carolina.) 

§  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  “Deed  Book,”  HI,  64. 
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American  colonies.  During  the  first  years  of  the  fray.  North  Carolina  was 
not  materially  affected  by  the  Revolution.  In  1780,  however,  the  English 
hoping  to  meet  less  resistance  Ln  the  southern  colonies,  transferred  their 
military  activities  to  that  region.  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  fell  before 
the  British,  and  with  it  most  of  Hie  Continental  Army  in  the  South.  The  mi¬ 
litia  of  belli  North  and  South  Carolina  immediately  went  into  action  against 
le  invaders  and  bands  of  volunteers  from  the  backwoods  joined  in  the  fray, 
^e^coats>  angered  at  the  opposition  encountered  at  the  hands  of  the 
mi  ^  began  demolishing  every  settlement  that  offered  resistance.  Late 
m  ?  mountaineers  of  North  Carolina  located  on  the  Watauga,  Hols  ton. 

and  Nohchueky  rivers  were  threatened  by  the  English  commauder  Ferguson 
for  die  aid  they  had  rendered  their  fellow  colonists  along  the  coast.  Resolved 
to  anticipate  an  invasion  of  their  territory,  these  frontiersmen  organized  a 
volunteer  army  and  marched  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Pati  lots  from  farms  and  hamlets  along  their  route  joined  them  as  they  rode 
IT  .  At  Gilbeiiown,  a  halt  was  called  and  nine  hundred  men— those  with  the 
best  horses  and  rifles — -were  selected  for  a  rapid  advance  on  the  British, 

Andiew  Hanna  III,  serving  under  Colonel  Cleveland,  was  among  those  that 
were  chosen. 

About  three  o'clock  In  the  afternoon  of  October  7,  1780,  a  charge  was  nr  de 
on  the  British  encamped  on  the  summit  of  Kings  Mountain.  The  battle  lasted 
less  than  an  hour.  S Lx  hundred  of  the  enemy,  mostly  Tories,  were  taken 
prisoners;  three  hundred  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  colonists 
as  officially  reported,  totaled  only  twenty-eight  killed  and  sixty  wounded. 
Included  in  the  casualties  was  Andrew  Hanna  HI.*  Some  of  his  comrades 
gathered  up  his  pov/der  horn  and  fife  from  his  knapsack  arid  carried  them 
home  to  his  mother.  Some  years  later  she  presented  them  to  her  grand¬ 
sons— the  fire  to  George  Hamilton  Hanna  and  the  powder  horn  to  William 
Pi  eston  Hauna.t  Her  action  is  suggestive  of  the  prophecy  expressed  by 
Colonel  Cleveland  before  he  led  the  band  of  patriots  into  battle:  " 

Now*  my  brave  fellows,  I  have  come  to  tell  yen  the  news. 

Ihe  enemy  is  at  hand  and  we  must  up  and  at  them.  Now  is 
the  time  for  every  man  of  you  to  do  his  country  a  priceless 
service— such  as  shall  lead  your  children  to  exult  iti  the  fact 
that  their  fathers  were  the  conquerors  of  Ferguson. I 


*John  Calvin  Hanna  says  In  his  “Autobiography,”  p.  1,  that  William 
(Andrew)  was  killed  at  the  first  fire.  James  E.  Y. Kaana wrote  in  his  “Gen¬ 
ealogy,  '  p.  1,  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  battle  and  died  of  his  wounds  soon 
after  war  os.  The  hevoiutionnry  War  Pension  Itecords,  however,  show  that 

Andrew  Hanna  died  years  later  on  April  1,  1843.  (Soldier  Certificate.  No 
593491.)  . . 

tOohn  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  2.  Albert  Smith  Hanna,  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  George  Hamilton  Hanna,  wrote  in  1928  that  he  still  had  the  pow¬ 
der  horn  in  his  possession.  (Alberts.  Hanna,  “A  Study  of  HodgviJle,  the 
Home  Neighborhood  of  My  Youth,”  a  manuscript  written  at  Hollis,  New  York, 
La  May  of  1928,  p.  1.  The  original  Is  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hanna's  widow, 
Luella  D.  Hanna,  of  Normal,  Illinois.) 

^Quoted  by  Edward  McCrady,  THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  IN 

THE  REVOLUTION,  1 775-1788  (Now  York;  The  Macmillan  Company,  1901 ,  * 

p.  763. 
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22  THE  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  THE  WESTWARD  MOVEMENT 

John  Hanna,  another  son  of  Andrew  Hanna,  Jr.,  was  fifteen  years  of  aro 
at  the  time  of  his  brother’s  participation  in  the  colonial  war  for  ifidependor 

fin  l^  lne  trade  °f  a  wheelwrlght.*  At  the  age  of  twenty-three'* 

lopco  with  Margaret  Hamilton,  of  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina 
was  married  at  that  county’s  courthouse  on  January  4,  1787  + 

Hama  ton,  born  January  27, 176%*  was  the  tenth  of  twelve' ^hildr^  of 
Hamilton,  ,,, .,  and  the  eighth  child  by  his  second  wife,  Frances  Brown  f> 
No  reason  for  the  elopement  has  been  recorded.  * 

.  children  of  the  Andrew  Hanna,  Jr.,  family  in  North  Carolina  ^. 

Sarah’7  andJane'  Isaac  Hanna,  the  oldest  son,  had  died  at 
i  age  o,  sixteen,  pronabiy  before  the  family  migrated  from  Pennsylvania  A 
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♦James  Edward  Young  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  2. 

Vv heehvrights  manufactured  wagon  wheels,  spinning  wheels,  and  the  over¬ 
shot,  unoershot,  and  turbine  wheels  used  by  tlie  mills. 

4<t  V.a£rteS;;'  ^arLna'  “Genealogy,”  p.  2;  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah, 
iannCM  to  Marriage  Bonds  of  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  Prior  to 
ituib,  p.  i  L  A  typed  copy  is  on  file  at  Guilford  County  Courthouse,  Greens¬ 
boro,  North  Carolina.  *  ’  '  ' 

J  James  Et  \ .  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  3. 

§Jorm  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  4, 

H  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  1. 
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CHAPTER  IV 

JOHN  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  EAST  TENNESSEE,  1787  —  1792 


Before  the  war  for  independence  English  colonization  In  America  har¬ 
den  strangely  lacking  in  expansive  force,,  After  a  century  and  a  half  of 
settlement,  the  frontier  had  been  pushed  no  further  than  one-eighth  of  the 
way  across  the  continent.  As  though  the  Revolutionary  War  had  let  loose 
some  pent-up  force  within  the  nation,  the  next  century  and  a  halt  witnessed 
one  of  the  greatest  colonizing  achievements  in  history,  the  settlement  of 
the  vast  expanses  of  the  trans-Allegheny  west.  Actively  participating  in 
this  movement,  the  significance  of  which  they  little  dreamed,  were  John 
Hanna  and  his  bride,  Margaret,  who  joined  the  great  trek  over  the  Appala¬ 
chian  Mountains  into  Washington  County,  North  Carolina— later  to  become 
East  Tennessee— in  the  year  of  their  marriage,  1787. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  west  of  the  mountains  had  been  planted 
about  1763  on  the  Watauga  River,  one  of  the  many  little  streams  that  emoty 
Into  the  Tennessee  Valley.,  By  1787  two  widely  separated  communities  of 
o  v  e  r  ~  the  -  m  ountain  men’  existed:  one  in  Washington  District,  where  the 
pioneers  were  filling  up,  not  only  the  valley  of  the  Watauga,  but  also -the 
valleys  of  the  Hols  ton  and  the  French  Broad  rivers,  with  palisaded,  one- 
siory  cabins  as  far  west  as  the  neighborhood  of  Knoxville;  the  other  in  Mero 
District,  on.  the  Cumberland  River -“-the  latter  colony  isolated  from  the  \  oi  ~ 
mer  by  two  hundred  miles  of  Indian- infested  wilderness. 

It  is  likely  that  John  Hanna  and  his  young  wife  took  the  southern  path 
leading  to  the  new  frontier— the  trail  that  passed  through  the  towns  of  Sails- 
bmy  and  Morganton  to  Asheville,  North  Carolina  and  then  meandered  along 
Lie  course  oi  the  French  Broad  River  to  East  Tennessee.  A  northern  route 
from  North  Carolina  to  Tennessee  passed  through  the  present  towns  of 
Huntsville— just  west  of  Winston-Salem— and  Wilkesbo.ro,  North  Carolina, 
then  followed  a  pass  In  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  Into  what  is  now 
Watauga  County,  North  Carolina,  from  which  point  it  continued  down  the 
V  ntauga  River  through  the  Iron  Mountain  Range  into  the  fertile  valleys  of 
Washington  D istr ic t. 

By  either  route  the  distance  traversed  was  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
imles  of  rugged,  mountainous  terrain.  Of  his  experiences  in  this  region,  a 
year  after  the  young  Hanna  couple  made  the  journey,  the  veteran  Methodic! 

missionary,  Bishop  Francis  Asbury,  left  the  following  notation  Id  Ins  JOUR¬ 
NAL: 

After  getting  our  horses  .shod,  we  made  a  move  for  the  Eoi« 
ston,  and  entered  upon  the  mountains/  the  first  oi  which  I 
v  called  Steel,  the.  second  Stone,  and  the  third  Iron  Mountain; 
they  are  so  rough  and  difficult  to  climb,  «  .  .  1  was  ready  to 
faint  with  a  violent  headache,  the  mountain  was  so  steep  on 
both  sides.* 


*  Fran  els  Asbury,  THE  JOURNALS  OF  REVEREND  FRANCIS  ASBURY 
f  h'OM  177.1-1815  (New  York:  N.  Band  and  T.  Mason,  1821),  H,  31. 
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i"  nov^’Tyo\-vnJ>USTlndlCate  t!la<L  Hle  yQunS  Hanna  couple  settled  near  what 

determ  nod  Iron-’ thrT*****'  ■  ™?lMely  the  exact  location  cannot  b‘ 
ei  mined  ii  om  the  census  schedules  which  were  taken  in  1790  since  tin’. 

fZ  n  f  rec0rds  which  P^tained  to  North  Carolina,  inciudta^Wat 

‘{Von  County,  were  burned  by  the  British  during  the  War  of  181?  Althnnr 

land  grants  to  men  by  the  name  of  Join,  Hanna  are  recorded  for 

Haw.ans,  and  Knox  counties,  none  of  them  appear  to  refer  to  the  Join,  Hn ur-' 

here  under  consideration,!  The  land  law  under  which  many  of  tte 

r  -  in  ofS f 13  vr?feiVed  thelr  land  Provided  for  the  sale  of  land  at  the  lC 
“  '  °Lf: ‘Hy  shnitnits per  one  hundred  acres.  To  this  liberal  offer, however' 

‘  addfd  t!le  stipulation  that  tlie  land  purchased  was  to  be  imp-oved  an-' 
occupied  for  seven  consecutive  years  before  a  clear  title  could  be  obAntd 

years  h?dkrnota  '‘T'T*  ln  fast  Tennessee  for  only  approximately  fire 
.  no*  for  obtaining  government  land, 

”V°fi!'plSOd<?S  0i  lllstorical  importance  occurred  in  Washington  Distr’>; 
enuring  the  residence  of  the  Hanna  family  there:  the  fall  of  the  State  of  Franb- 
i  edia  Lie  me i  eased  tempo  of  Indian  attacks.  The  State  of  Franklin  h*  ' 

2KS5? 

in  .  '  ^  »ntait.  teiritory  to  the  federal  government  This 

improvised  state  had  been  deemed  necessary  by  the  frontiersmen  who  feared 

kk  UnTng  ye  interval  of  transfer,  the  district  would  be  deprived  of  both 

7’  10n  from  the  Indian£-  When  North  Carolina  later  repealed 

Under  d  tko/kk .77^7*1 ?'Tued between  tho  anti- and  pro-Franklimtes. 
U  date  oi  Ik*ay  '  •  1(o8>  Bisnop  Asbury  wrote  concerning  the  struWe- 


E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  3, 

f,  -  'Lnld  Sf0Iltf  in  East  Tennessee  to  persons  named  John  Hanna,  as  far  as 
the  author  has  been  able  to  determine  them,  e* 

North  Carolina  Grant  No.  233  to  John  Hanna,  dated  January  14  1793 
U  GSrlxTHaT/Ki,ns  C?mity  (Tennessee  Archives,  Nashville.) 

,,  ^taie. 0j  Norm  Carolina  to  John  Hannah,  1796,  389  acres  in  W^shmp-ton 
^ounty  (Washington  Comity,  Tennessee,  “Deed  Book,”  VI,  227  )  "  ^ 

Bub  Run  r  ^  £Mina’  °ctober>  1799.  200  acres  of  Land  on 

b  ; lidi-  V  ree  v  (i  Jl0x  Gouncy,  Tennessee,  “Deed  Book,”  G  56  ) 

Tulvkhh’rl t0a  If.^Prentiss  Price,  of  RogersvHle,  Tennessee,  dated 

Cpmkill1Warhlkkih^vfDnNTS  °f  ROB5RT  CAMPBELL  by  C.  W. 
of '  I  he  Cam‘.v.n  r»  I  ,n  Ianna  01  Hawkins  County  was  the  husband 

c  ,J  cine  taiivot  li  while  the  John  nanna  of  tins  sketch,  as  previomTv  men- 
tioned,  was  married  to  Margaret  Hamilton.  Mtv.ously  men 

Co'ntv  pkqk  disposed  of  his  property  in  Washington 

“Peed  Boo*  ”  vn  kVk  ^  from  Blount  bounty.  (Washington  County, 
p  kn,  mar-Tk'  ,’  TTT*  records  for  Blount  County  reveal  a  John 

otlik,  kik  'iaae  J,rmwle>  February  15,  173G,  and  the  same  or  an- 
n  '  UC,  -‘Sri  n\,  to  a  .Martha  Miller,  Septembers,  17C!fi  (\y  e 

Parham,  “Old- Marriage  Bonds  Found  in  the  Vault  of  Bloun^  CourW  Coiirt-' 

cA^rRj^fvTTiov^vkr  daughters  of  the  ameiu- 

;i  j  ;  LUU0N  MAGAZINE,  Lxvm,  September.  1934,  p.  550. 
TokjkkkkVk  the  f0cds>  furthermore,  are  after  1792  by  which  time  the 
r  DAV  ‘  '  111155  IS  concerned  had  migrated  to  Middle  Ten- 

Tufc-e  is  a  possibility  that  John  Hanna  had  located  in  Hawkins  County. 
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JOHN  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  EAST  TENNESSEE 

The  people  are  in  disorder  about  the  Old  and  New  State-  two 
Oi  tin  ee  men,  it  is  sale,  have  been  killed.  At  Nelson’s  I  had 
a  less  audience  than  was  expected  as  the  people  had  been 
called  away  on  an  expedition  against  the  New  State  men.* 

Among  the  signers  of  a  petition,  dated  December,  1787,  to  the  General 
Assembly  or  North  Carolina  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  country  who 
desired  a  separation  from  the  mother  state  was  a  William  Hanna.t  Whether 
or  not  ho  was  a  brother  of  John  Hanna  has  not  been  ascertained  by  the  writer. 

With,  the  fall  of  the  State  of  FranMin,  raids  by  the  Indians  became  numer- 
ow-j.  the  Reverend  rhomas  Ware,  a  Methodist  circuit  rider,  who  vis  it  c  l 
t. sc  in  die  year  1 <8. '-1788,  left  an  account  of  his  experiences  vh’i 

one  sa  vages.  As  the  time  and  place  of  the  inc  idents  narrated  by  the  Reverend 
air.  Ware  coincide  remarkably  with  the  journey  and  residence  of  the  Hanna 

iiinnly  m  the  Washington  District,  the  following  extract  from  it  is  quoted  at 
length. 

LIudi  of  the  time  my  path  was  infested  with  savage  men,  the 
Deadly  xos  of  white  men  who  had  but  too  justly  incurred  their 
resentment  and  more  subtle  and  terrible  enemies  among  hu¬ 
man  goings  coulo  not  be  imagined  than  were  the  native  red 
men,  incensed  at  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them  by  the  whites. 

S-,.\Cx  al  families  and  individuals  had  been  murdered  by  them 
in  places  directly  on  the  routes  I  had  to  travel;  and  once,  at 
least,  I  narrowly  escaped  being  murdered  or  taken  prison  - 
ei.  .  .  *  I  had  now  approached  a  lofty  grove  when  suddenly 
my  horse  stopped,  snorted  mid  wheeled  about.  As  he  wheeled  , 

1  caught  a  glimpse  of  an  Indian  but  at  too  great  a  distance  to 
rcacn  me  with  his  rifle.  I  gave  my  horse  the  reins  and  has- 
toned  to  tlie  nearest  settlement  to  give  tlie  alarm.  ...  at 
another  time  while  I  was  preaching  .  ,  .  we  were  alarmed 
with  the  cry  of  ‘‘Indians!”  The  terror  this  cry  excited  at 
that  time,  none  can  imagine  except  those  who  witnessed  it. 
Instantly  every  man  ilew  to  his  rifle  and  sallied  forth  to  as¬ 
certain  the  ground  lor  the  alarm.  On  coming  out  we  saw  two 
lads  running  with  all  speed  and  screaming,  “The  Indians  have 
killed  Motner.”  V/e  followed  them  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
and  witnessed  the  affecting  scene  of  a  woman  weltering  in 
her  blood,  t 

TRuIng  t'.ese  troubled  times,  Mrs.  John  Hanna  gave  birth  to  her  first 
Juree  sons!  George  Hamilton  Hanna,  born  December  4,  1787,  and  named 
.or  hu?  maternal  grandfather;  William  Preston  Hanna,  born  March  30,  1790, 
last  three  days  before  North  Carolina  ceded  her  western  lands  to  the  federal 
government  and  the  land  of  his  birth  became  the  Territory  of  the  Ui  ited  States 


houtli  of  the  Ohio  River;  and  John  r»v.tr. 


X^bmiprii  13,  1702. 


Yisbury,  JOURNAL,  II,  32. 

C°lS  WUhws>HISTORY  OF  THE  LOST  STATE  OF  FRAKKLTH 
'  "  '  ess  °-  the  Pioneers,  1933),  p.  355. 

Troilfs  W  1 '^rr/i-SKL"-rC1ilSS  °F  THE  LIF£  AND TRAVEL  OF  REVEREND 
AS  v.  ARJi  (New  York:  T.  Mason  and  G.  Lane,  1840)  p  135 
SJames  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,"  p.  4. 
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he  located  in  the  Hero  Distrin  ;  '  7,l^er  Hamilton.*  Shortly  afterward 
of  his  wife  had  already  settled'  ^  ^ennessee>t  where  the  relatiy/ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Ham! Ion aJiK?  7  ‘be  “^-wedded  eo^le 
meat  at  that  time.  The  removal  o/X  w  °  Uie  Cumberland  Sedd 

typical  of  a  concurrent  movement  n!  v  th  Ha'1Iias  ^  the  Mere  District  w 
The  underlying  cause  of  the  general  miffrat ion i^3Et  toMtddle  Tennessee. 
\»  illiams,  the  great  authority  on  -he  Staff  of  T’  ac,cordln&  to  Samuel  Cole 
able  land  in  East  Tennessee  'wh.-rh;  ho  vYi  F*anklm  was  a  tack  of  avail- 
with  Indian  villages,  offered  little  opportunity  °  the  south>  alread?  dotted 
Left  behind  in  East  Tennessee  *1  y  for  mansion. 

(he  sister  of  John  Hanna,  f  Sarah  ™°U-e£’ brotheror  brothers, and 

County  on  April  27,  1797, §  and  migrated  witlfher^ h^f>nel  Davis  in  Knox 
Wilson  County,  Tennessee.  SainH  flm,  ™  hasband  and  mother  to 
Nothing  further  is  known  of  Samuel  ^maincd  m  or  near  Knoxville, 

medicine  and  practiced  in  Knoxville.?  ®  a  son  who  studied 


Marriage  RecoY^p^' l^nd^m^^Mr'0/11’  “Knox  County>  Tennessee, 
if  8-1939.  Typed  copy  al  TeUssee  s' S  r  <Historlcal  Records  Project,’ 
The  record  of  this  marriage  at ‘the  Knox rYm ?fy’  Nashvil.le»  Tennessee.) 
aence  obtained  by  the  author  to  suDnort  th  "  ' 1  ^  pourfh°use  is  the  only  evi- 
of  John  Hanna  in  East  Tennessee  P  famUy  tradltioa  to  tbo  presence 
i  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiocranhv  >>  ,  o  mi 
n.'-.ird  from  the  statement  of  John  Calvin  i»*  *  "+!9  ^me  ^as  beenapproxi- 
was  about  five  years  of  age!  William!h-e^  f  that  time  George 

john  was  born  on  April  19,  1792.  1  xee’  and  tToim  three  months  old.'’' 

byl^  to  East  Tennessee 

cmldren  by  that  date.  Since  the  simrture  rf  n  C°uf.thouse  for  three  of  her 
the  marriage  bond  of  either  of  his  father  does  not  appear  on 

dead  by  that  time.  daughters,  it  seems  plausible  tha t  he  wa s 

Tennessee, 

«»w  *•  V-  a™*,  "G=;,„lo  "  f  p.  2. 

y  ss  3g  -  «■  *  — P„,. 

ua  mue i  Laima  was  from  Hawkins  r-om-ifv  i-rV^0  °Y  a^reement  Kaid  that 
oi  adjacent  farms  in  Hawkins  Countv  ~n\»  'dIJC  1'f“cords  reveal  the  purchase 
on  Sinking  creek  by  SarnueTknd  wmi  f  S0Uth  Slde  of  ^  Holston  River 
(State  of  North  Carolina  Gra'nt  No  347  d,ate  of  2*>  1793 

Tennessee,  “Deed  Book  ”  A  I  29T  c  <  R'iay  l>  lv94>  Knox  County, 

B,  60,  Tennessee  State  Arc^s!  NasISI  gtSS*  ^  K‘'  4  * 
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Middle  Tennessee  was  separated  from  East  Tennessee  by  avast  vul.v  •  - 
ness,  tiie  haunt  of  savage  Indians.  To  avoid  this  hazard,  the  early  pio  " 
had  gone  from  one  district  to  the  other  over  Boone’s  Wilderness  Road  >.7- 
Kentucky  and  thence  along  the  course  of  the  Cumberland  River  to  Nash,  si¬ 
lt  has  been  a  long  round-about  way,  and  in  1786  the  Assembly  of  North  Caro 
lina  had  ordered  the  troops  garrisoned  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Clinch  Moun¬ 
tains  to 

cut  mid  clear  a  road  from  thence,  the  nearest,  most  direct, 
and  convenient  way  to  the  town  of  Nashville  on  Cumberland 
River,  making  the  same  ten  feet  wide  at  the  least,  and  lit  for 
the  passage  of  waggons  and  carts.  * 

This  route  cut  the  distance  between  the- two  settlements  almost  in  half. 

It  was  undoubtedly  this  newer  road,  in  use  since  the  fall  of  1738,  that 
John  Hanna,  his  wife,  and  children  traveled  in  the  late  summer  of  1 7 : ■  2 .. 
Called  the  Tennessee  Path,  or  Avery  Trace,  the  route  followed  the  same 
general  direction  as  that  taken  by  the  Tennessee  Central  Railroad  tod:  v. 
Beginning  at  Campbell’s  Station,  situated  at  the  south  end  of  Clinch  Mounia  L 
near  the  present  site  of  Kingston,  it  crossed  the  Clinch  River  at  the  pl.un 
since  known  as  Low’s  Ferry  and  entered  the  Cumberland  Mountains  through 
Emery  Gap,  near  the  present  town  of  Harriman.  The  road  ran  generally  i; 
a  northwesterly  direction  passing  through  or  near  places  today  know  a  as 
Rockwood,  Crab  Orchard,  Crossville,  Monterey,  Cookeville,  Algood,  Car¬ 
thage,  Dixon  Springs,  Hartsville,  Gallatin,  and  thence  southwesterly  to  N;  - 
ville.  The  distance  from  one  community  to  the  other  by  this  new  road  v. . 
one  hundred  and  ninety- two  miles,  approximately  eighty  of  which  were  thro;  g. 
an  almost  impassable  mountainous  forest. 

To  encourage  migration  to  the  Cumberland  Settlement,  the  legislature  '  r 
North  Carolina  had  decreed  that  a  company  of  militiamen  when  notified  Urn 
a  sufficient  number  of  emigrants  had  assembled  at  Clinch  River  should  ac¬ 
company  the  pioneers  as  an  escort  through  the  mountains,  not  oftener,hov.  - 
ever  than  four  times  in  any  one  year.  The  Hanna  family  was  conduct  • 
through  the  wilderness  under  a  guard  commanded  by  Captain  John  Edmesie: 
of  the  Cumberland  community. t 

The  year  1792  was  a  particularly  dangerous  one  in  which  to  make  tS.e 
journey,  as  it  was  a  year  of  Indian  protest  against  the  fifth  article  of  Ike 
Holston  Treaty  which  stipulated  that 

f 

the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
the  free  and  unmolested  use  of  a  road  from  Washington  Dis¬ 
trict  to  the  Mero District,  whereby  power  becomes  vested  in 


*  STATE  RECORDS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  “An  Act  for  Raising  Troops 
for  the  Protection  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Davidson  County,”  XXIV,  786. 
tJ'oIm  Calvin  Hanna,  “ Autobiography/’  p.  2. 
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the  United  States  to  make  out.  and  open  up  a  road  for  the  use 

ana  benefit  of  their  citizens  through  the  lands  claimed  by  the 
Cherokees.*  y 


Many  of  the  Indians  looked  upon  the  treaty,  signed  July  2  170]  n- 
inasmuch  ac  if  hart  nru  w . B  „  y  as  br^- 


inasmuch  as  it  had  not  been  approved  by  all  the  Cherokee  chiefs. 


more,  the  Indians  who  sought  to  exact  a  toll  from  those  ^s^ngtoou^^" 
cowiu  j  claimed  that  the  agreement  did  not  bind  them  since  the  immPM" 
were  usmg  toe  road  cut  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  a  literal ty  - 

government.  ^  °f  ^  called  tor  aroad  ^d  out  by  the  fedmi 

lo  bit  per  ilsof  Indian  encounters  on  the  trip  were  added  the  difficult”  n 

stream^  and thYf ^  ty  TTf  acrOSS  Steep’  rock>'  ™ines  and  dashif 
sort  Ts’lTte  of  sleeping  a  night  or  two  without  shelter  of  am 

Mourns*  Was  reported  oi  this  route  through  the  Cumberlar 


?  nefe  l,s  n01  a  ]l0use  nor  a  hut  in  the  whole  journey;  a  journey 
in  which  all  travelers  are  obliged  atall  times  and  of  unavoid- 
able  necessity  to  sleep  one  night,  at  least,  and  from  the  fall 
01  rains  arid  rise  of  water  courses  often  many  nights,  without 
a  i  oof  to  cover  them  from  the  beating  of  the  storm. j 


mlJwfo  a  *amlly  reached  the  Mero  District,  it  was  still  in  what 

•  If}11  '  -tiled  tue  era  01  the  blockhouse’ — a  mode  of  living  necessitated 

Hon  wTr  at“tude.of  016  redmen.  A  vivid  account  of  the  Indian  sitaf 
ion  on  tne  Cumberland  is  contained  in  a  letter  written  by  Leonard  J)  p»n*- 

to  Governor  Blount,  of  Tennessee,  on  August  29,  1792.  It  related: 


The  open  and  avowed  intention  of  the  Creeks  is  to  kill  every 
Yhlte  nrian  tIiey  meet,  and  they  declare  that  such  is  their  or- 
ders*  rjhe  Sreat  quantity  of  ammunition  given  to  the  Indians 
by  the  Spaniards  persuades  me  that  we  are  indebted  to  the 
former  for  these  visitations.^ 


TennDDUU  °r  tyTty10”  011  the  of  Indian  attacks  in  Middle 

ienneo.-ce  at  the  time  the  Hanna  family  arrived  there  is  a  letter  of  Gove  — 

nor  Blount  written  in  1792.  In  it  he  asserted: 


Ihe  settlements  of  Mero  District  extend  up  and  down  the 
Cuuibcriand Diver  from  east  to  west,  about  eighty-five  miles 
am-:  uie  extreme  width,  from  north  to  south,  does  not  exceed 
twenty -five  miles  and  its  general  width  does  not  exceed  1 

VhO  t  fit  vx  .1  *1  I  t 


u. 


that  distance,  and,  not  only  the  country  surrounding  the  ex¬ 
treme  frontier,  but  the  interior  part  (which  is  found  only  by 
cumpar  iron  with  the  more  exposed  parts)  is  covered  generally 


I  A  STATUTES:  VoL  XXXIX,  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

LA\\SaKD  a  xi.aA  i  IES,  V  cl.  II,  compiled  by  Charles  J.  Kappler  (Washing: on: 

Goveinm out  Printing  Office,  1903).  Senate  Document  No.  452. 

j-Cuoa  by  Dunbar,  HISTORY  O.F  TRAVEL  IN  AMERICA,  I,  157,  from  a 

SPet^t^LylC^t0l  Mason'  of  Virginia,  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates.  ' 
,-AiV.uMuCAN  STATE  PATERS,  Class  II,  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  (Washington: 
Gale  and  Seaton,  1832),  IV,  278.  1  n 
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with  thick  and  high  cane,  and  a  heavy  growth  of  large  timber, 
and  where  there  happens  to  be  no  cane,  with  thick  underwood 
which  afford  the  Indians  an  opportunity  of  lying  days  and  weeks 
in  any  and  every  part  of  the  district,  in  wait  near  the  houses, 
and  of  doing  injury  to  the  inhabitants  when  they  themselves 
are  so  hid  or  secure  that  they  have  no  apprehension  of  injury 
being  done  in  return  and  they  escape  from  pursuit  even  though 
it  is  immediate.*  •  ■ 

The  explanation  of  the  relentless  warfare  of  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nashville  is  obvious.  On  the  Cumberland  were  many  salt  licks  which* at¬ 
tracted  wild  animals  for  miles  around.  From  earliest  time  the  locality  had 
been  a  favorite  hunting  ..ground  of  the  red  men,  and  they  looked  upon  die 
white  men's  cabins  in  the  neighborhood  as  an  encroachment  of  the  unwritten 
code  that  had  prevented  any  tribe  from  settling  in  the  district  lest  human 
presence  there  drive  the  game  away. 

In  1792,  General  Robertson’s  fort  and  less  than  a  dozen  log  houses  made 
up  the  city  of  Nashville.  Four  miles  to  the  south  was  John  Buchanan’s  station 
in  which  the  Hanna  family  took  up  residence.!  The  station  consisted  of  a 
series  of  log  cabins  and  a  blockhouse.  A  description  of  the  latter  has  been 
preserved  by  Randall  McEwing,  of  Davidson  County,  who  informed  the  his¬ 
torian,  J.  R.  Gilmore,  that  the  structure  was 

two  stories  high,  the  upper  story  extending  over  the  sides  of 
the  lower  about  four  feet  with  portholes  commanding  the  en¬ 
trance.! 

The  Hanna  family  had  resided  at  the  station  about  a  month  when  the  Indians 
made  a  surprise  attack  on  the  fort  into  which  some  twenty-five  families, 
warned  by  General  Robertson  of  a  feeling  of  unrest  among  the  savages,  had 
gathered.  An  official  report  of  the  incident  follows: 

On  the  30th  of  September  about  midnight  John  Buchanan's 
Station,  four  miles  south  of  Nashville  {at.  which  sundry  fami¬ 
lies  had  collected  and  fifteen  gun-men)  was  attacked  by  a 
party  of  Creeks  and  Lower  Cherokees,  supposed  to  consist  • 
of  three  or  four  hundred.  Their  approach  was  suspected  by 
the  running  of  cattle,  that  had  taken  fright  at  them,  and,  upon 
examination,  they  were  found  rapidly  advancing  within  ten 
yards  of  the  gate.  They  fired  upon  the  station  for  an  hour, 
and  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss,  without  injuring 
man,  woman,  or  child  in  the  station.  .  .  .  During  the  whole 
time  of  the  attack,  the  Indians  were  not  more  than  ten  yards 


*  Cited  in  THE  ANNALS  OF  TENNESSEE  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  EIGH¬ 
TEENTH  CENTURY  by  Jamc-s  G.  Ramsey  (Kingsport:  Kingsport  Press, 
1926),  p.  567. 

tJohn  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p,  2. 

! Quoted  by  Albert  C.  Holt,  “The  Economic  and  Social  Beginnings  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,”  TENNESSEE  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE,  VII  (January,  1922),  267. 
The  projection  of  the  upper  story  facilitated  the  dropping  of  bullets  and  hot 
water  upon  any  Indian  who  should  try  to  reach  the  foundation  of  the  block¬ 
house  in  order  lo  set  fire  to  it. 
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from  the  blockhouse  and  often  In  large  numbers  around  the 
lower  wall,  attempting  to  put  fire  to  it.* 

Only  with  the  greatest  of  sacrifices  was  the  white  man's  foothold  on  the 
Indians'  hunting  ground  maintained.  Throughout  the  years  1793  and  1794  the 
pioneers  in  the  Cumberland  Settlement  were  forced  time  after  time  to  sub¬ 
stitute  their  rifles  for  their  plows.  On  October  11,  1794,  the  KNOXVILLE 
GAZETTE  published  a  list  of  the  casualties  sustained  during  the  preceding 
eight-month  period  in  East  and  Middle  Tennessee  from  Indian  raids.  The 
enumeration  included  seventy-one  killed,  twelve  wounded,  and  sixteen  cap¬ 
tured.  Under  this  constant  strain  of  warfare  with  the  savages,  the  fron¬ 
tiersmen  were  baffled  by  the  pacifist  attitude  of  President  George  Washing¬ 
ton. f  Goaded  on  by  the  resentment  of  the  Cumberland  settlers,  General 
Robertson  broke  discipline  in  September,  1794,  raised  a  volunteer  army, 
and  raided  the  Indian  villages  from  which  the  depredations  were  being  con¬ 
ducted.  In  this  manner  peace  was  at  last  procured  for  the  district.  In  the 
security  of  this  newly  founded  freedom  from  fear,  Mrs.  John  Hanna  gave 
birth  to  another  son,  James  Hervey  Hanna,  on  December  31,  17944 

The  following  family  tradition  indicates  the  bravery  of  the  Hanna  women 
during  this  era  of  Indian  menace  on  the  Cumberland: 

Sometimes  the  cattle  were  troublesome  and  in  such  cases 
Sarah  would  mount,  a  horse,  and  with  her  sack  of  salt  ride 
miles  to  the  cane,  collect  and  salt  the  cattle,  and  return  home 
having  run  the  horse  at  full  speed  both  in  going  out  and  re¬ 
turning  so  that  the  Indians  could  not  aim  at  her  successfully.  § 

With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  frontiersmen  spread  out  on  the  river 
bottoms  and  along  the  numerous  small  streams.  The  exact  location  of  John 


♦AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS,  IV,  120. 

According  to  a  letter  of  Governor  Blount  to  Secretary  of  War  Knox,  the 
settlers,  after  the  attack  on  Buchanan's  blockhouse,  were  more  determined 
than  ever  to  remain  on  the  frontier.  “The  Cumberland  people  are  in  good 
spirits,  and  employ  every  hour,  when  they  are  not  embodied  for  common 
defense,  in  erecting  blockhouses  and  stockades,  the  better  to  insure  safety 
to  their  families."  (AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS,  IV,  204.) 

•fTLe  seeming  indifference  of  governmental  officials  to  die  sufferings  of 
the  Cumberland  people  is  evinced  by  the  following  communication  received 
from  Secretary  Knox  under  date  of  July  29, 1794:  “With  respect  to  destroy¬ 
ing  the  Lower  Towns,  however  vigour ous  such  a  measure  might  be,  or  what¬ 
ever  good  consequences  might  result  from  it,  I  am  instructed  especially  by 
the  President  to  say  that  he  does  not  consider  himself  authorized  to  direct 
any  such  measure,  more  especially  as  the  whole  subject  was  before  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  who  did  not  think  proper  to  authorize  or  direct  offen¬ 
sive  operations.”  (Secretary  Knox  to  Governor  Blount,  quoted  by  Ramsov, 
ANNALS  OF  TENNESSEE,  p.  GOO.) 

t James  E.  Y.  Hanna.,  “Genealogy,”  p.  4. 

§  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  2. 

In  the  western  states,  miles  from  the  sea  coast,  the  settlers  were  oblig'd 
to  give  salt  to  tiie  cattle.  This  was  a  source  of  wonderment  to  European 
travelers.  Cf.  Michaux,  “Travels  in  the  West,”  WESTERN  TRAVELS,  III, 
24G. 
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Harm  from  the  time  he  left  Buchanan’s  Station  until  the  year  1807  is  ,ot 
known  with  certainty.*  On  September  2  of  that  year  he  purchased  two  hun¬ 
dred  aci''o  in  Wilson  County  from  Samuel  Sugg  at  the  price  of  one  dollar 
per  acre.f  The  tract  bordered  on  Sugg’s  Creek,  seventeen  miles  from 
Nashville  and  fourteen  from  Lebanon.}’  The  deed  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land  stated  that  John  Hanna  was  of  Wilson  County. 

Mlchaux,  traveling  through  this  area  in  1802,  left  a  detailed  description 
of  the  neighborhood: 

Between  Nasheville  and  Fort  Blount  the  plantations,  although 
always  isolated  in  the  woods,  are  nevertheless;  upon  the  road 
within  two  or  three  miles  of  each  other.  The  inhabitants  live 
in  comfortable  log  houses;  the.  major  part  keep  negroes,  and 
appear  to  live  happy  and  in  abundance.  For  the  whole  space 
the  soil  is  but  slightly  undulated,  at  times  very  even,  and  in 
general  excellent.  § 

The  settlers  all.  wore  homespun  clothes.  The  Hannas  were  no  exception. 
John  Calvin  Hanna  in  his  "Autobiography”  referred  to  the  fact  that  his 
fathei  rnaae  shoes  and  his  grandmother  spun  flax. II  Describing  .his  own 
attire  during  his  youth  in  Middle  Tennessee,  lie  wrote:  "I  was  dressed  in 
the  fashion  of  little  country  boys,  a  single  long  shirt  that  came  almost  to 
my  ankles/*#  Joseph  Guild,  recalling  tills  early  period,  wrote  in  his  volume, 
OLD  TIMES  IN  TENNESSEE: 

Silks,  muslins,  crepes,  poplins,  and  other  expensive  dress - 
goods  were  unknown  to  our  people,  tf  a  calico  dress  was 
bought  at  our  country  store  or  from  a  peddler  it  created  great 
excitement  and  was  narrated  through  the  neighborhood/  The 
store  bill  of  a  family  did  not  amount  to  $20  a  year.** 

Owing  to  the  excessive  cost  of  transportation  to  the  settlement,  goods,  on 
the  whole,  were  priced  beyond  the  modest  means  of  most  of  the  colonists. 
On  this  point  Michaux  observed: 

The  cause  of  their  being  so  dear  ma3r  be  in  some  measure 
attributed  to  the  expense  of  carriage,  which  is  much  greater 
on  account  of  the  amazing  distance  the  boats  destined  for 


*  Sumner  County  land  records  reveal  the  purchase  of  320  acres  cl  land  on 
the  north  fork,  of  Red  River  by  a  John  Raima  on  November  21,  1784,  and  the 
resale  of  this  land  on  January  19,  1786,  for  one  hundred  pounds.  (Sumner 
County,  Tennessee,  "Deed  Book,”  I,  185  and  234.  Simmer  County  Court¬ 
house,  Gallatin,  Tennessee.)  The  will  book  of  Sumner  County  ("Will  Book,” 
I,  183)  shows  that  there  was  another  John  Hanna  in  this  county,  usually,  how 
ever,  referred  to  as  John  D.  Hanna  in  the  records. 

t Wilson  County,  Tennessee,  "Deed  Book,”  C,  133  (Wilson  County  Court¬ 
house,  Lebanon,  Tennessee.)  Wilson  County  was  created  from  Sumner  County 
in  1738.  Cf.  John  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,”  p.  2. 
tJohn  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,”  p.  2. 

SMichaux,  "Travels  to  the  West,”  WESTERN  TRAVELS,  HI,  257. 
tf  John  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,”  pp.  12  and  13. 

#John  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,”  p.  11. 

** (Nashville:  Southern  Methodist  Publishing  House,  1859),  p.  40. 
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Tennessee  have  to  go  up  the  Ohio.  In  fact,  after  having  passed 
Limestone,  the  place  where  they  unload  for  Kentucky,  and 
which  is  four  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  they 
have  still  to  make  a  passage  up  the  river  of  six  hundred  and 
nineteen  miles  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cumberland 
and  a  hundred  and  eighty  miles  to  arrive  at  Nasheville,  which 
on  the  whole,  comprises  a  space  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  twenty-one  miles  from  Philadelphia,  of  which  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  are  by  water,* * * § 


i  Ins  was  the  status  of  affairs  in  Middle  Tennessee  when  the  last  five  of 
the  nine  children  of  John  and  Margaret  Hanna  were  born — Frances  Brown 
named  for  her  maternal  grandmother,  March  9,  1800;  Isaac  Newton,  Au¬ 
gust  31,  1802;  Josiah  Milton,  August  28,  1804;  Elhanan  Allen,  January  29. 

80  7,  and  Margaret  Jane  Hanna,  March  1,  1809. f  The  naming  of  the  fifth 

s^n  Isaac  Newton  after  the  famous  physicist  of  that  name  is  characteristic 

oj.  the  custom,  then  in  vogue,  of  calling  children  after  distinguished  men  of 
the  epoch. 

In  accordance  with  the  love  of  the  Scotch-Irish  for  education  and  the  in¬ 
junction  of  the  Presbyterian  Synod  to  its  ministry  to  “give  special  attention 
to  the  good  education  of  children  as  being’  intimately  connected  with  morality 
mid  religion,  the  instruction  of  the  Hanna  children  was  not  neglected.  This 
opinion  is  collaborated  by  the  notes  of  Michaux  who  observed; 

Throughout  the  western  country  the  children  are  kept  punc¬ 
tually  at  school,  where  they  learn  reading,  writing,  and  the 
elements  of  arithmetic.  These  schools  are  supported  at 
the  expense  of  the  inhabitants,  who  send  for  masters  as  soon 
as  the  population  and  their  circumstances  permit.  .  .  .  Upon 
the  Ohio,  and  in  the  Barrens,  where  the  .settlements  are  far¬ 
ther  apai  t,  the  inhabitants  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure 
this  advantage,  which  is  the  object  of  solicitude  In  every 
family,.! 

Wherever  there  was  a  resident  Presbyterian  minister,  there  was  usually  a 
school  offering  a  classical  education.  The  reception  of  such  instruction  by 
tne  eldest  son  of  John  Hanna,  George  Hamilton  Hanna,  can  be  deduced  from 
the  fact  that  he  later  became  surveyor  in  Pope  County,  Illinois, §  and  had  in 
his  possession  “a  good  library  which  he  brought  with  him  to  his  new  home 
and  which  for  years,  with  one  exception,  was  the  only  respectable  collection 
ol  books  to  be  found  outside  of  Golconda.”1T  The  presence  of  Reuddiman's 

LATIN  GRAMMAR  among  these  volumes#  is  a  further  indication  of  the  own 
er’s  education. 


*  Michaux,  “Travels  in  the  West,”  WESTERN  TRAVELS,  HI,  251. 

f  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  4. 

tMichaux,  “Travels  in  the  West,”  WESTERN  TRAVELS,  in,  250. 

§  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  9. 

Iso.  .  P.  Bozman,  George  11.  Hanna,”  an  unidentified  newspaper  clipping 
found  in  the  scrapbook  of  Mrs.  Agnes  S.  Crawford,  of  Browmield,  Illinois’ 
a  daughter  of  George  Hamilton  Hanna.  It  has  been  reprinted  in  HISTORY  OF 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  p.  10. 

# John'C.  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  21. 
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JOHN  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE 


While  the  insistance  by  the  Presbyterian  Synod  on  education  lor  the  laity 
kept  the  level  of  culture  astonishingly  high' in  the  Scotch-Irish  pioneer  set¬ 
tlements  fortunate  enough  to  secure  ministerial  supplies,  the  practice  of 
setting  high  educational  standards  for  the  clergy  inevitably  led  to  a  short¬ 
age  of  pastors  on  the  frontier.  Consequently  many  of  the  rapidly  develop¬ 
ing  congregations  unable  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  minister,  even  on  a 
part-time  basis,  pleaded  with  the  Synod  for  a  lowering  of  its  educational 
requirements  for  the  clergy,  such  as  was  being  resorted  to  by  the  Methodists 
in  the  western  country.  When  their  petition  was  not  granted,  they  formed 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Hanna  family  remained  with  the 
traditional  body,!  and  John  Hanna  became  an  elder  in  that  organization.! 
He  was  also  probably  serving  the  community  in  the  capacity  of  justice  of 
the  peace. § 

By  the  second  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  children  of  John  and 
Margaret  Hanna  were  mature  enough  to  establish  homes  of  their  own.  On 
January  1,  1311,11  George  Hamilton  Hanna  married  Margaret  Crawford,  of 
Wilson  County,  Tennessee.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage:  Selina 
Christiana  and  John  Calvin  Hanna.  Margaret  (Crawford)  Hanna  died  in  March, 
1816,  of  a  new  and  strange  disease  which  ravaged  the  area  in  and  about 
Nashville  during  that  spring  with  appalling  fatality,  and  to  which  the  puzzled 
physicians  gave  the  name  'cold  plague/#  Among  the  others  who  succumbed 
to  this  pestilence,  probably  influenza, were:  her  parents,  James  and  Chris¬ 
tiana  Crawford  and  James  Hamilton,  the  brother  of  John  Hanna's  wife,  Mar¬ 
garet  (Hamilton)  Hanna/'*  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  George  Hamilton  Hanna 
returned  with  his  two  small  children  to  the  home  of  his  parents. 

William  Preston  and  James  Hervey,  second  and  fourth  sons  of  John  Hanna, 
were  married  in  Davidson  County  on  May  20,  1816,  to  Jane  and  Elizabeth 
Crawford,  sisters  of  the  deceased  wife  of  their  brother  George  H.  Hanna. ft 
These  marriages  were  characteristic  of  a  Scotch-Irish  picpeer  custom  of 


1964009 
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♦James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  15.  CL  Pope  County,  Illinois, 
Marriage  Records/'  A,  6,  (Pope  County  Courthouse,  Golconda,  Illinois.) 
tLetier  of  Mrs.  Ella  McDonald,  of  RIdgway,  Illinois,  to  Mr s  .Emily  H  arriet 
Johnston,  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

t  “Session  Record,”  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 
GOLCONDA,  p.  50. 

§The  name  John  Hanna  appears  as  the  magistrate  who  officiated  at  the 
marriage  of  Redley  Wynne  to  Fanny  Mills  on  September  5,  1818.  (W.  P. 
Bouton,  “Marriage  Bonds,  Lebanon,  Wilson  County,  Tennessee,”  in  TEN¬ 
NESSEE  RECORDS,  BIBLE  RECORDS,  AND  MARRIAGE  BONDS,  compiled 
by  Jeanette  Acklen,  Nashville:  Cullom  and  Ghertner,  1933,  I,  435, 

flBozman,  “George  XL  Hanna,”  HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 
GOLCONDA,  p.  10. 

#John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  11.  CL  Guild,  OLD  TIMES  IN 
TENNESSEE,  p.  110. 


♦♦John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  pp.  11  and  12. 
tfDavidson  County,  Tennessee,  “Marriage  Records,  1788-1837”  (David¬ 
son  County  Courthouse,  Nashville,  Tennessee),  p.  166. 

See  Appendix  I,  A,  for  a  history  of  the  Crawford  family.  Only  those  an¬ 
cestors,  other  than  Hannas,  from  whom  this  author  has  descended  wil’  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Appendix. 
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brothers  and  sisters  of  one  family  marrying  those  of  another.  Both  couple:  , 
in  need  of  farms  for  their  own  use,  assumed  the  leadership  in  the  migraticr, 
of  the  Hanna  family  into  southern  Illinois  where  they  settled,  shortly  after 
their  marriage,  on  Sugar  Creek  in  Pope  County.* 

Before  proceeding  with  the  story  of  this  newer  generation  of  the  Hanna 
family  in  Illinois,  a  pen  picture  of  the  venerable  pioneer  woman,  the  aged 
Mrs.  Andrew  Hanna,  who  remained  in  Tennessee  with  her  daughter  Sarah, 
will  be  given.  It  h  S  been  preserved  In  the  following  reminiscence  of  one  of 
her  descendants: 

I  can  remember  very  distinctly  seeing  my  great  grandmother 
Hanna,  the  only  one  of  that  generation  that  I  remember  of 
ever  having  seen.  I  remember  seeing  her  as  she  walked 
about  Hie  room  with  her  staff  in  her  hand,  or  as  she  sat  by 
the  door  with  her  big  Bible  on  her  lap  reading  almost  the 
livelong  day,  for  she  was  very  old  and  feeble  and  unable 
to  do  any  work  except  knitting  which  she  sometimes  did;  but 
my  most  distinct  remembrance  is  of  her  as  she  sat  by  the 
door  in  the  summer  time  and  read  the  Bible.  Her  husband 
had  been  dead  some  years  and  she  then  lived  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter  Sarah.f 


♦John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography/5  p.  13. 

John  Calvin  Hanna  wrote:  “Before  the  state  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
my  father’s  two  brothers,  William  and  James  Hanna,  my  mother’s  brother, 
James  L.  Crawford,  and  my  grandmother’s  brother,  Robert  Hamilton,  came 
to  Pope  County  and  my  father  and  his  brother  John  and  the  others  named 
rented  small  farms  and  raised  crops  the  following  summer. ’’(“Autobiogra¬ 
phy/5  p.  12.)  George  H.  Hanna,  testifying  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  made  the  statement  that  he  was  in  Golconda,  Illinois,  in  August,  1816 
June,  1317;  November,  1817;  and  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1818.  (Tran¬ 
script  of  the  case  of  “Field  vs.  Carr,  et  al.”  Copied  from  the  notes  of 
Judge  R.  Gerald  Trampe,  of  Golconda,  Illinois.)  The  census  returns  for  Pope 
County,  taken  in  the  spring  of  1818  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  the 
Territory  of  Illinois  into  the  Union,  enumerates  the  following  members  of 
the  Hanna  family  and  their  close  relatives: 

No.  Heads  of  Households  Males  “  Others 

21  and  Up 

253  Jamies  Hannah  2  4 

252  William  Hannah  2  2 

251  Robert  Hamilton  2  8 

247  James  Craford  \  3 

(ILLINOIS  CENSUS  RETURNS,  1810-1818.  edited  by  Marraret  Cross  Norton. 
V ol.  XXIV  of  ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL  LIBRARY  PUBLICATIONS, 
Springfield:  The  Library,  1935,  151.)  Evidently  George  Hanna  and  his  two 
children  were  included  in  the  household  listing  of  James  II.  Hanna  and  John 
C.  Hanna,  In  the  household  of  William  Ilanna. 

t  John  Calvin  Ilanna,  “Autobiography/5  p.  2.  Sarah,  according  to  the  1820 
census  schedules,  was  the  mother  of  five  boys  and  four  girls.  (Martha  Lou 
Houston,  compiler,  “Tennessee  Census  Reports,  1820,”  Washington,  D,  C. 
Mimeographed,  1936,  III,  No.  27,  Wilson  County,  p.  6.)  The  entry  was  lo¬ 
cat'd  under  the  name  oi  Nathaniel  Davis. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

THE  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  ILLINOIS,  1819  —  1848 

By  the  end  of  the  second  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  die  American 
frontier  had  passed  beyond  Middle  Tennessee.  From  a  population  of  seven 
thousand  pioneers  in  1780, the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  district  had*" ex¬ 
panded  by  1820  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand.  As  usual  with  the  pa-s¬ 
ing  ofafrontier  profound  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  society  left  behind. 
Large  farmers  and  plantation  owners  iiad  replaced  many  of  the  original 
settlers  and  land  values  had  increased  until  it  was  practically  impossible 
for  small  farmers  to  buy  land  for  their  offspring.  Furthermore,  the  use  of 
slave  labor  and  hired  help  by  the  newcomers  had  created  a  class  distinction 
not  present  during  the  days  of  settlement  when  the  usual  man  power,  except 
for  an  occasional  slave,  was  that  given  by  members  of  the  family  or  co-oper¬ 
ative  neighbors. 

Under  those  circumstances  John  Hanna  and  his  sons  determined  to  move 
once  more  in  pursuit  of  the  frontier.  This  statement  is  substantiated  by  the 
following  account  left  by  James  E.  Y.  Hanna: 

John  and  Margaret  Hanna  were  of  the  well  to  do  middle  class 
who  removed  West  for  two  reasons.  They  would  not  own 
slaves,  and  without  doing  so  they  could  not  have  a  social 
standing,*  and  secondly,  they  could  purchase  land  cheaper 
for  their  large  family  there  than  they  could  purchase  it  in 
Tennessee.! 
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This  attitude  of  John  Hanna  was  similar  to  that  expressed  by  other  pio- 
such  as  the  famous  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  the  West,  Peter  Cart¬ 
wright,  who  in  the  spring  of  1823  transferred  his  activities  from  Kentucky 
to  Illinois  because  as  he  later  asserted: 

I  had  a  young  and  growing  family  of  children  .  .  .  was  poor, 
owned  a  little  farm  of  about  150  acres,  lands  around  me  were 
high,  and  rising  in  value.  My  daughters  would  soon  be  grown 
up.  I  did  not  see  any  probable  means  by  which  I  could  settle 
them  around  or  near  us.  Moreover,  I  had  no  right  to  expect 
our  children  to  marry  into  wealthy  families  ana  I  did  not  de¬ 
sire  it  if  it  could  be  so,  and  by  chance  they  might  marry  into 
slave  families.  .  .  .  Besides  I  saw  there  was  a  marked  dis¬ 
tinction  made  between  young  people  raised  without  work  and 
those  that  had  to  work  for  their  living.! 


*To  appreciate  the  extent  of  slavery  in  Wilson  County  it  is  necessary  only 
to  note  that  of  the  county’s  population  of  fourteen  thousand,  eight  hundred, 
three  thousand,  eight  hundred  were  slaves;  that  of  the  twenty- three  hundred 
heads  of  families  listed  in  the  1320  census  schedules,  over  eight  hundred 
were  slaveholders. 

t James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  3. 

! AL TOBIOGR AP HY  OF  PETER  CARTWRIGHT,  p.  244. 
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THE  HANNA  FAMILY  IN  THE  WESTWARD  MOVEMENT 

Under  similar  conditions  in  the  past  the  Hannas  had  married  into  slaw  - 
holding  families.  An  inventory  of  the  estate  of  George  Hamilton,  father 
Margaret  (Hamilton)  Hanna,  proves  that  he  was  a  slaveholder.*  Margaret^ 
brother  James  held  slaves  until  his  death,  when  convinced  of  the  evil 
keeping  his  fellowmen  in  bondage,  he  provided  for  their  freedom  in  his  will.-.' 
Nathaniel  Davis,  husband  of  Sarah  PI anna,  was  the  owner  of  nineteen  slave. 
The  brothers  of  the  wives  of  George,  James,  and  William  Hanna  were  like¬ 
wise  slaveholders.  § 

John  Hanna  and  his  sons,  however,  could  not  reconcile  slavery  with  their 
conscience,  being  as  they  were  in  accord  with  the  Presbyterian  Assembly’:* 
declaration  of  1818: 

We  consider  the  voluntary  enslaving  of  one  part  of  the  human 
race  by  another  as  a  gross  violation  of  the  most  precious  and 
sacred  rights  of  human  nature,  as  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  law  of  God,  which  requires  us  to  love  our  neighbors  as 
ourselves,  and  as  totally  irreconcilable  with  the  spirit  and 
principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  enjoin  that  ‘all 
things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ve 
even  so  to  them. ’ft 

In  the  fall  of  1818  final  preparations  for  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Pope 
County, Illinois,  where  William  P.  and  James  H.  Hanna  had  already  settled, 
was  commenced.  On  August  11,  the  Hanna  homestead  on  Suggs  Creek  was 
sold  for  twelve  hundred  dollars#— a  five  hundred  percent  increase  over  the 
original  cost  o.t  the  land  in  1807 — and  a  cabin  was  erected  on  Stone  Riveras 

temporary  quarters  for  the  family  until  a  boat  could  be  constructed  for  the 
trip  to  IP  -uois.** 

Approximately  six  weeks  were  spent  in  building  the  craft  for  the  journey. 
Mrs.  C.  P,  Bozman  in  her  sketch  of  George  H.  Hanna  stated  that  the  family 
traveled  to  Illinois  in  two  pirogues  lashed  together, -ft  but  the  description 
left  by  John  C.  Hanna  in  his  “Autobiography,* btf  indicates  that  the  Hannas 
built  one  of  the  so-called  Kentucky  boats,  which  by  1818  had  superseded  the 


*Davidson  County,  “Wills  I  and  II,”  p.  45.  (Davidson  County  Courthouse, 
Nashville,  Tennessee.) 

tDavidson  County,  “Wills  HI  and  IV,”  p.  456:  “It  is  my  will  that  all  my 
estate  both  real  and  personal  be  sold  except  the  Negroes  .  ,  .  the  Negroes 
to  on  hired  out  until  the  men  make  four  hundred  dollars  and  the  women  three 
hundred  each  ana  as  soon  as  the  Negroes  make  the  above  sum  they  are  to  go 
free,  my  negro  woman  Jude  to  go  free  from  the  date  hereof.” 

I  Houston,  “Tennessee  Census  Reports,  1820,”  IH,  No.  27,  p.  6. 

§.Tohn  C.  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  4. 

Mvlode,  SOURCE  BOOK  FOR  CHURCH  HISTORY,  p.  565. 

#Wllson  County,  Tennessee,  “'Deed  Book,”  G,  190. 
t  C.  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  13.  There  Is  a  record  of  the  pur¬ 

chase  of  twenty  acres  of  land  on  Stone  Creek  by  a  John  Hanna  dated  April  23, 
H.'jw.  (  ‘index  to  Deeds,”  Davidson  County  Courthouse,  Nashville.) 

ti  Boaman,  “George  H.  Hanna,”  HISTORY  OF  GOLCONDA  PRESBYTER" 

CHURCH,  p.  9.  Pirogues  were  canoe-like  crafts  hollowed  out  of  cy¬ 
press  trees. 

IVo'm  C.  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  12. 
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unstable  pirogues  as  a  means  of  travel.  This  later  type  of  barge  was  con¬ 
structed  by  covering  oblong  frames,  varying  in  size  from  twenty  to  fifty  feet 
in  length  and  from  ten  to  fourteen  in  breadth,  with  squared  planks  to  which 
sides  like  the  walls  of  a  house  were  attached.  Either  the  entire  vessel  or 
part  of  it  was  covered  with  a  roof. 

If  some  members  of  a  family  had  already  preceded  the  main  group  into 
the  new  territory  to  plant  a  crop  for  the  following  year,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  Haima  family,  the  most  desirable  time  for  departure  was  after  the 
yield  on  the  old  farm  had  been  gathered  in  and  sold-.  Consequently,  it  was 
early  December  before  the  three  young  sons  of  John  Hanna — -John  Calvin,* 
Newton,  and  Milton  Hanna— and  George  F.  Hamilton,  their  cousin,  started 
with  the  cattle  and  hogs  on  the  overland  trip  to  Illinois,  and  the  others  en¬ 
tered  the  boatforthe  journey  down  the  river. f  The  time  was  a  little  late  for 
them  to  secure  full  advantage  of  the  autumnal  high  water,  which  for  the 
tributaries  of  the  Ohio  usually  receded  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  Decem¬ 


ber. 

The  water  route  followed  the  Stone  River  to  its  junction  with  the  Cumber¬ 
land,  a  distance  of  six  to  eight  miles,  thence  continued  down  the  Cumberland 
to  the  Ohio  River,  almost  two  hundred  miles  away.  The  Cumberland  having 
a  gentle  current  and  being  free  of  obstructions  was  navigable — even  for 
boats— the  entire  distance  from  Nashville  to  its  mouth  at  the  Ohio.  Only 
the  slightest  glimpse  of  this  portion  of  the  trip  has  been  preserved  by  John 
Calvin  Hanna,  who  recollected  that  his  father  “was  making  a  pair  of  shoes 
as  the  boat  floated  smoothly  down  the  river,’ ’  and  his  grandmother  “sat 
near  him  spinning  flax  on  the  little  wheel/’  j 

From  Sm  it  bland,  where  the  Cumberland  empties  into  the  Ohio,  to  Golcon- 
da— a  distance  of  approximately  twenty  miles— the  raft  load  to  be  pulled  up¬ 
stream.  For  this  purpose  James  H.  Hanna,  James  L.  Crawford,  and  George 
Knox  Hamilton,  a  son  of  Robert  Hamilton,  met  the  craft  a  short  distance  up 
the  Cumberland  River  and  assisted  it  to  ascend  the  Qhio.§  At  sunrise  on 
January  2,  1819,  the  boat  moored  at  Golconda;ft  and  John  Hanna,  bis  wife, 
and  children,  and  two  small  grandchildren  set  foot  in  Illinois,  which  had 
become  a  state  of  the  Union  just  four  weeks  previously  on  December  4, 18 18. 
Despite  the  falling  snow,  the  boys  who  had  driven  the  cattle  were  there  to 
meet  them.#  The  journey  from  Tennessee  to  Illinois  had  taken  approximately 
three  weeks.** 

Golconda,  capital  of  Pope  County,  Illinois,  consisted  at  that  date  of  a 
handful  of  log  cabins  and  a  tavern  clustered  around  Lusk’s  Ferry.  The 
county  with  a  population  of  slightly  less  than  two  thousand  numbered  only 
some  three  hundred  and  twenty  families.  The  state  itself  had  managed  to 
scout  up  a  probable  population  of  forty  thousand  as  recorded  in  the  1813 


♦This  John  C.  Haima  was  the  uncle  of  the  author  of  the  “Autobiography” 
and  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  latter  who  was  the  son  of  George  Hamilton 
Hanna. 

f  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  13. 

J.John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  13. 

§Jobn  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  13. 
ft  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  3. 

#John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  13. 

♦♦John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  13, 
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census.*  In  the  northern  and  central  parts  of  the  state  and  away  from  the 
rivers  and  roads  in  the  southern  section  stretched  large,  unpopulated  regions, 
where  hreaclth-taking  tales  of  robberies  and  murders  or  escapes  from  the 
Indians  were  still  in  the  making.  Wolves,  black  bears,  panthers,  wildcats, 
deer— as  many  as  twenty  in  a  drove — as  well  as  small  game  and  flocks  of 
turkey  roamed  the  hillsides. 

Except  for  the  district  around  Kaskaskia  and  Cahokia,  where  the  French 
had  settled  early,  Illinois  m  1819  was  a  comparatively  new  community.  Only 
sb:  per  cent  of  the  population  had  resided  in  the  state  as  long  as  nineteen 
years;  thirty-one  per  cent,  nine  years;  and  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent, 
four  years.  On  January  2,  1819,  six-sevenths  of  the  public  land  in  the 
Shawneetown  land  district,  in  which  Pope  County  was  located,  was  still  up 
for  sale. 

Sharing  in  the  common  opinion  that  the  richest  land  to  own  was  that  which 
grew  the  forests,  the  Hanna  men  purchased  wooded  sections  in  Township  13S, 
Range  6E,  as  follows: 


Jol in  Hanna 
John  Hanna 
James  Hanna 
George  Hanna 
George  Hanna 
John  C.  Hanna 
William  Banna 


N.  W.  Quarter  a? 
S.  W.  Quarter  of 
S.  E.  Quarter  of 
S.  E.  Quarter  of 
N.  E.  Quarter  of 
S.  W.  Quarter  cl 
S.  W.  Quarter  of 


Section  22 
Section  22 
Section  22 
Section  29 
Section  29 
Section  29 
Section  28 


January  11 
March  13 
March  13 
March  13 
March  13 
March  13 
March  13 


Technically  all  government  land  was  to  be  sold  at  public  sale  to  the  high¬ 
est  bidder,  but  thebulK  of  the  land  in  Illinois  was  disposed  of  at  private  sale 
at  the  minimum  price  of  two  dollars  an  acre  under  a  credit  system  which 
permitted  payment  to  be  made  in  four  animal  installments  of  one-fourth  the 
total  purchase  price  each.  Solon  J.  Buck,  after  studying  the  land  rec 
ords  of  Illinois,  concluded  that  “practically  all  the  purchasers  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  credit  system  and  most  of  them  bought  only  the  minimum 
amount/9  $ 

On  April  20,  1820,  Congress  passed  an  act  reducing  the  price  cl  land  to 
one  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre  with  all  credit  arrangements  for  its  purchase 


*The  Illinois  Census  of  1818  had  been  taken  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  territory  had  the  necessary  population  for  statehood.  Over  -zealous  com- 
missioners  had  not  hesitated  to  include  every  possible  name  in  the  schedules 
as  can  be  seen  in  the  report  for  Gallatin  County  where  a  Mr.  Trimmer  is 
listed  as  head  of  afamily  of  fifty,  although  this  group,  on  its  way  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Settlement,  was  merely  passing  through  the  comity  when  recorded.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  in  this  regard  the  evident  padding  of  the  census  returns 
in  the  enumeration  of  the  James  H.  and  William  P.  Hanna  households  hi 
which  John  and  George  Hanna  and  his  two  small  children  were  included 
in  the  figures  reported,  although  according  to  George  Hanna's  own  words 
he  “first  came  as  a  resident  of  Pope  County,  January  2,  1819.”  (Illinois 
Supreme  Court,  “Field  vs.  Carr.) 

{  Pope  County,  Illinois,  “Patent  Record”  (Pope  County  Courthouse,  Col- 
conda,  Illinois),  I,  78  and  80. 

t  Sol  on  Justus  Buck,  ILLINOIS  IN  1810,  Vol.  1  of  CENTENNIAL  HISTOR 
OF  ILLINOIS  (Springfield:  Illinois  Centennial  Commission,  1317),  46. 
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discontinued.  The  next  year  on  March  2,  1821,  a  relief  act  was  enacted 
providing  a  three-fold  compensation  for  those  still  paying  for  their  land 
under  the  old  two-dollar  rate.  These  latter  were  permitted  to  return  un¬ 
paid  portions  of  their  land,  to  complete  payment  for  it  on  the  cash  basis 
of  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  or  to  continue  the  installment  payments 
at  the  original  two  dollar  an  acre  price  with  the  remaining  installment  time 
doubled.  The  Hannas  chose  the  last  plan  and  on  June  14,  1824,  received  full 
title  to  their  land,* * * § 

After  hastily  constructing  a  camp,  the  family  spent  their  first  months  in 
Illinois  cultivating  the  ground  for  spring  planting  and  preparing  the  wood 
to  be  used  in  building  a  house  which  was  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  end  of. 
the  first  summer. f  The  cattle  and  hogs  were  set  free  to  roam  in  the  woods 
and  feed  on  the  wild  vegetation,  the  only  care  exercised  on  them  being  the 
registration  of  their  distinguishing  mark  with  the  county  clerk. X 

The  phenomenal  rapidity  with  which  the  pioneers  advanced  into  the  wil¬ 
derness  usually  resulted  in  their  deprivation  of  church  facilities  for  some 
time  after  settlement.  This  lack  of  a  place  of  worship  in  their  new  surround¬ 
ings  was  a  source  of  grave  concern  to  the  Hanna  family  especially  as  the 
pressure  of  erecting  a  new  home  decreased.  Consequently,  when  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Plan  of  Union§  Nathan  B.  Derrow,  a  Congregational  minister 
sent  to  Illinois  by  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  visited  Golconda  in 
the  fall  of  1819,  seven  members  of  the  Hanna  family  were  among  the  origi¬ 
nal  group  of  sixteen  who  organized  under  Derrow's  direction  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Golconda,  Illinois. If  The  record  of  the  meeting  of 


n 


*  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
Final  Credit  Certificates,”  Nos.  411-416  (Washington,  D.  C.)  photo¬ 
static  copies. 

tJohn  Calvin  Hanna,  ‘ ‘Autobiography/ ,  p.  13. 

$On  October  14,  1820,  John  C.  Hanna  recorded  his  livestock  mark  as 
follows:  “Ear  mark  to  wit,  A  smooth  crop  in  each  ear.”  (Letter  of  R. 
Gerald  Trampe,  of  Golconda,  Illinois,  December  3,  1952.) 

§  In  1801  the  Presbyterians  and  Congregationalists  perfected  a  plan  which 
enjoined  upon  the  missionaries  of  both  sects  working  in  the  new  settlements 
of  the  West  to  arrange  for  mutual  accommodations  for  religious  affiliates 
of  both  groups.  Further  provision  was  made  that  a  Presbyterian  church 
might  enjoy  the  ministrations  of  a  Congregationalist  clergyman  or  vice 
versa.  (Peter  Mode,  FRONTIER  SPIRIT  IN  AMERICAN  CHRISTIANITY 
(New  York:  Macmillan  Company,  1923,)  p.  64. 

Golconda  ;s  Presbyterian  Church  is  a  perfect  example  of  the  correctness 
of  the  observation  of  William  Warren  Sweet  to  the  effect  that  “such  organ¬ 
izations  as  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society  and  even  the  Connecticut 
Missionary  Society  although  supported  by  New  England  Congregationalists 
were  working  in  the  West  to  form  Presbyterian  churches.”  (William  Warren 
Sweet,  “Religion  and  the  Westward  March,”  OHIO  STATE  ARCHAEOLOG¬ 
ICAL  AND  HISTORICAL  QUARTERLY,  L,  January  to  March,  1941,  76. 
Tills  co-operation  of  the  Congregationalists  in  establishing  Presbyterian 
churches  was  probably  due,  according  to  Sweet,  to  their  conviction  that  the 
Presbyterian  form  of  government  could  more  effectively  meet  the  needs  of 
the  American  frontier  than  could  that  of  Congregationalism. 

STORY  OF  GOLCONDA  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  p.  1. 
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these  pioneers,  representing  in  all  only  six  families,  with  an  itinsrent  mi- 
ister  not  even  of  their  own  religious  sect  for  the  purpose  of  establishLr 
Presbyterian  Congregation  in  Pope  County,  Illinois,  follows: 

Golconda,  Illinois,  October  23d,  A.  D.  1819.  This  day  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Presbyterians  convened  at  the  Corn*!  House  for  exami¬ 
nation  preparatory  to  the  planting  of  a  Church  in  this  place. 
Sixteen  persons,  whose  names  are  hereafter  recorded,  gave 
their  names  for  members  in  a  Presbyterian  Church  in°this 
place,  and  after  an  inquiry  respecting  their  belief  and  practice, 
it  was  resolved  to  be  planted  in  a  church  state  tomorrow.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  on  Lord's  Day,  the  24th  of  this  month,  after  a  dis¬ 
course  from  Romans,  4th  Chapter,  the  Church  was  planted  by 
Hie  persons  aforesaid  making  -the  following  Confession  and 
Covenant.  .  .  .  They  are  therefore  hereby  declared  a  regular 
Church  of  Christ,  and  as  such  recommended  to  the  fellowship 
of  Sister  Churches,  and  to  the  attention  of  Embassadors  of 
Jesus  Christ.  By  me  Nathan  B.Derrow,  V.D.M.,  Missionary 
for  Connecticut.* 


The  congregation  organized  that  night  in  the  little  log  courthouse  is  t, 
oldest  extant  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  State  of  Illinois.!  The  sixtew 
original  members  were:  James  E.  and  Eliza  Willis;  Joshua  and  Jane  Scott; 
David  B„  Francis,  and  Agnes  Glass;  Sarah  Ferguson;  George  Hodge;  Job., 
Margaret,  George  H.,  William  P.,  Jane,  James  B.  and  Elizabeth  Hanna,! 

On  Monaay,  October  25,  1818,  the  newly  formed  congregation  met  avAr 
and  resolved  that 


they  will  meet  for  the  worship  of  God  on  His  Holy  Sabbaths  .  .  , 
when  in  case  no  approved  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  present, 
the  religious  services  shall  be  prayer,  praise,  and  the  reading 
of  approved  Sermons  at  the  direction  of  the  Elder  or  Eiders 
of  the  chur  ch.  § 


The  Reverend  Nathan  Derrow  duly  recorded  this  resolution  and  depart  :: 
from  the  infant  congregation,  never  again  to  visit  the  church  he  had  bee: 
so  instrumental  in  founding.  Without  minister  or  church  building  the  grog 
assembled  each  week  at  the  home  of  Francis  Glass  for  prayer  meetin 
On  March  13,  1830,  John  Hanna  was  installed  as  an  elder  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  retained  the  position  until  his  death  in  1834.11  His  son,  George  11. 


* 


"First  Session  Record  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Golcond: 

,  «  _ _  _  _  _ 


**•  t 


Illinois,”  HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  ,x 

f  Three  oilier  Presbyterian  Churches  had  been  organized  in  Hi  iuois  before 
the  one  at  Golconda:  Sharon,  in  September,  1816;  Shoal  Creek  and  Bernards- 
ville,  in  March  of  1819.  None  of  these  congregations  has  survived. 

i HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  ILLINOIS,  p.  1. 
The  small  number  of  charter  members  v/.v  not  unusual  for  frontier  churche  . 
Sweet  in  his  work,  RELIGION  ON  THE  AMERICAN  FRONTIER,  II,  PRESBY¬ 
TERIANS  states  that  the  average  size  of  early  Presbyterian  churches  was 
often  less  than  twenty  members.  (New  York:  Harper  &  Brothers,  1936,  p.  60  '* 
TORY  OF  PI l  ■  YTERT AN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  ELI  p 

HHISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  ILLINOIS,  p.  7 
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Hanna,  served  as  Clerk  of  the  Session,  assuming  the  office  in.  1825.* 

After  holding  prayer  meetings  for  approximately  twenty  years  in  u-.* 
Glass  homestead,  the  members  of  Golconda’s  Presbyterian  Church  decided 
lo  build  a ^structure  for  religious  services.  A  whipsaw  was  used  to  cut  t!  - 
boards.  Theodore  S.  McCoy  wrote  of  this  building; 

In  1840  aframebuilaing,  callea  ^Bethel  Church, ’  was  erected 
in  fee  HodgviLe  neighborhood.  It  was  a  large,  bare,  barn- 
like  room,  unfinished  on  the  inside,  and  with  neither  windows 
or  doors  in  place.  The  seats  were  without  backs.  When  com¬ 
munion  services  were  held  the  tables  would  be  laid,  very 
much  the  same  as  our  picnic  tables  of  today,  with  the  seats 
on  either  side  of  the  table.  All  communicants  would  march 
in  atone  end,  on  either  side  of  the  table,  and  sit  down  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  immediately  after  the  service 
would  march  out  at  the  other  end.f 

By  the  time  this  building  was  sold  in  1858,  fee  Hannas,  except  fee  family  of 
George  XL,  had  moved  from  the  vicinity  so  that  this  very  Inadequate  struc¬ 
ture  was  the  only  church  they  had  had  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  Reverend  Benjamin  F.  Spilman,  whose  parents  lived  for  a  few  years 
fe  fee  HougviJle  neignoorhood,  furnished  what  meager  ministerial  services 
fee  community  enjoyed  between  the  years  1824  and  1857.  Of  him  Doctor  A 
Norton  later  wrote: 

Presbyterianism  in  Illinois  owes,  much  to  B.  F.  Spilman.  He 
was  the  pioneer  in  the  state.  For  a  time  he  was  the  only 
Pi  esbyterian  minister  connected  with  the  Assembly,  residing 
ano.  statedly  laboring  in  this  vast  domain. $ 

IjU°y  opUman,  a  sister  of  the  Reverend  B.  F.  Spilman,  married  John  C. 
^  U.i'rc^  s?n  °}  •*oiin  Hanna,  in  White  County,  Illinois,  on  September  12, 
Francis  Glass,  whose  home  for  so  many  years  served  as  the  place 
°r  rfUglous  worsliip  ior  ths  community,  was  located  in  Section  23,  just  e-  si: 
o,  the  Hamias.  Joseph,  a  son  of  Francis  Glass,  married  Frances  Brov 
Raima  on  October  20,  1824.7  In  Section  31,  to  the  southwest  of  the  land  taken 
up  by  George  Hanna,  lived  John  Crawford.  InDecember,  1820,  George  Hanna 
a  daughter  or  3 chn  Crawford,  as  Ins  second  wife.#  On  July  30, 
I.dsuxC  New  ton  Hanna  marr  red  another  daughter  of  John  Crawford, 
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E.  if  Hanna,  The  Pioneer  Families  of  Golconda  Presbyterian 
Cnurch,  an  address  read  at.  the  80th  anniversary  of  the  Presbyterian Church 

in  Golconda.  (HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  ILLI¬ 
NOIS,  p.  25. 

tHISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  ILLINOIS,  p,  4Z 
4  Norton,  .HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  ILLINOIS,  p.  28 e. 
SChriSiine  II,  Steere,  “Genealogical  Chart  of  fee  Benjamin  Prank  11 . 
lamia  Family,”  a  manuscript  prepared  for  fee  writer  in  August  of  1951, 
t  Pope  County,  lino  is,  "Marriage  Records,”  (Pops  County  Courteous  . 
Golconda),  A,  15. 

#James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  5.  The  marriage  is  probably  re- 1 
corded  at  the  county  courthouse  for  White  County,  Illinois.  No  record  of 
marriage  bonds  was  kept  in  Pope  County  before  1822. 
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named  Eleanor.*  These  girls  were  second  cousins  to  George  Hanna's  first 
wile  and  to  the  wives  of  William  P.  a.nd  James  H.  Hanna. t  According  to 
county  records,  William  Preston  Hanna  officiated  at  the  marriage  of  his 
brother  Isaac  to  Eleanor  Crawford  and  also  at  subsequent  marriages  in  the 
family  until  his  death  in  1845,  at  which  time  George  H.  Hanna  took  over  his 
duties  of  justice  of  the  peace  ol  Pope  County. | 

Other  neighbors  of  the  Hanna  family  included  George  Hodge;  J ames  Pittulo, 
an  educated  gentleman  from  Scotland:  Dr.  William  Sims,M.  D.;  and  William 
Rambeau  and  James  Alcorn,  later  of  Regulator  fame.  Most  of  these  men 
were  of  more  than  average  intelligence  and  moral  caliber. §  The  settlement 
was  at  first  called  Hanna  Hills,  but  later  when  the  public  school  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  was  built  on  George  Hodge's  land  it  became  known  as  Hodgville.f 
During  the  first  years  of  residence  of  the  Hanna  family  in  Illinois  the 
education  of  the  younger  generation  was  confined  to  parental  efforts.  Many 
of  the  early  settlers  in  Illinois  were  from  the  southern  states  and  unaccus¬ 
tomed  to  tax- supported  schools.  As  a  consequence  of  their  hostile  attitude 
the  state  constitution  of  1818  had  contained  no  provisions  for  the  instruction 
of  the  young.  Regarding  the  status  of  public  education  in  Illinois  as  late  as 
1837,  J.  M.  Peck  in  his  immigrants’  guide  stated: 

Notwithstanding  the  liberal  provisions  in  funds  and  land  for 
education,  little  has  yet  been  done  by  the  legislature  in  pro¬ 
viding  a  system  for  common  schools.# 

In  September  of  1821  George  H.  Hanna  opened  a  school— most  probably  the 
first  school  in  Pope  County**— in  a  little  log  house  which  the  neighbors  had 
built  for  him  on  his  land.  V/hile  a  description  of  this  building  is  not  avail¬ 
able,  that  for  another  constructed  eight  years  later  by  the  patrons  of  Mr. 
Hanna’s  school  follows: 

The  school  house  was  the  usual  style  of  school  houses  of  that 
day  in  new  countries.  It  was  built  of  round  logs.  One  log  was 
cut  out  at  the  end  and  one  at  one  side  for  windows,  no  sash, 
no  glass.  On  the  worst  days  we  put  a  board  against  the  window 
on  the  outside  and  propped  it  with  a  pole  set  leaning  against 
the  board  to  hold  it  up.  The  chimney  of  this  one  was  a  trifle 
different  from  those  of  most  of  the  school  houses.  Near  one 
end  a  log  partition  was  built  when  the  house  was  built  and  then 


♦Pope  County,  Illinois,  “Marriage  Records,”  A,  6. 

t  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  7. 

tpope  County,  Illinois,  “Marriage  Records,”  A,  6,  15,  57,  291,  357,  358, 
and  372.  Apparently  William  Hanna  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Pope  County,  Illinois. 

§  James  E.Y.  Hanna,  “Pope  County  Historical  Reminiscences  by  J.E.  Y» 
Hanna,”  Chapter  XIX  of  HISTORY  OF  MASSAC  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS,  com¬ 
piled  by  O.  J.  Page  (Metropolis:  O.  J.  Page,  1900),  p.  149. 

7  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Pope  County  Historical  Reminiscences,”  HISTORY 
OF  MASSAC  COUNTY,  p.  148. 


#J.M.  Peck,  GAZETTEER  OF  ILLINOIS  (Philadelphia:  Griggand  Elliott, 
1837),  p.  60. 

♦♦John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  15;  James  E.Y. Hanna,  “Rem¬ 
iniscences  of  Pope  County,”  HISTORY  OF  MASSAC  COUNTY,  p.  154. 
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some  of  the  logs  cut  out  and  a  bank  and  jamb  built  inside  and 
this  made  the  chimney.* 

Describing  the  interior  of  these  early  schools,  James  E.  Y.  Hanna  wrote: 

Trees  were  cut  and  split  into  slabs  five  or  six  inches  thick 
and  were  laid  on  logs  for  a  floor.  Smaller  trees  were  split 
into  halves,  auger  holes  bored  into  them  in  which  to  drive 
legs  and  these,  with  the  flat  side  up,  were  the  seats  on  which 
the  pupils  sat  at  their  studies.! 

Of  George  H.  Hanna  as  teacher,  the  following  is  known: 

Although  a  pioneer  from  boyhood,  his  manners  and  bearing 
were  always  refined.  A  real  ‘gentleman  of  the  old  school* 
he  was  careful  to  regard  all  the  amenities  that  go  to  make 
up  good  breeding,  a  quality  that  could  be  profitable  imitated 
by  the  teachers  of  this  more  enlightened  day.  His  government 
was  mild.  He  was  a  mild  man,  never  giving  way  to  passion 
in  his  dealings  with  his  family  or  school;  preferring  to  rule 
by  love  rather  than  force,  and  in  consequence,  was  greatly 
respected  as  well  as  loved  by  the  young  under  his  care.! 

In  subsequent  years  itinerant  teachers  were  engaged  to  open  up  schools 
in  the  Hodgville  community.  Sometimes  good  teachers  were  available;  such 
as  Mr.  Ira  Wheat,  who  came  into  the  settlement  in  1827  and  introduced  the 
silent  school.  At  other  times  the  school  did  not  open  for  lack  of  a  teacher 
In  such  emergencies  George  Hanna  or  his  father  repeatedly  turned  peda¬ 
gogue^  Later  other  members  of  the  family  embraced  teaching  as  a  pro¬ 
fession,  thus  continuing  the  example  set  them  by  their  forefathers  in  fron¬ 
tier  Illinois,  where  pioneer  farmers  had  assumed  the  role  of  classroom 
instructors  in  order  that  their  cherished  heritage  might  be  passed  on  to 
their  children. IF 


*  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  18. 

t  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Reminiscences  of  Pope  County,”  HISTORY  OF 
MASSAC  COUNTY,  p.  154. 

IBozman,  “George  H.  Hanna,”  HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 
GOLCONDA,  p.  9. 

§Jolm  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  pp.  16  and  17. 

Members  of  the  John  Hanna  family  who  have  been  teachers,  so  far  as 
the  writer  knows,  are:  John  Hanna;  George  H.  Hanna;  James  Her vey  Hanna, 
who  taught  at  Shiloh  Hill,  Illinois;  Benjamin  J.  F.  Hanna;  Hie  Reverend  John 
Calvin  Hanna,  who  taught  in  Ohio  and  some  of  the  southern  states  as  well 
as  in  Southern  Illinois;  John  Calvin  Hanna,  Jr.,  supervisor  of  secondary 
schools  in  Illinois;  his  sister,  Adella  Martha  Hanna;  Agnes  Sabina  Hanna; 
Finley,  Albert  S.,  Mary  Josephine,  Agnes  C.and  Ellen  Augusta  Hanna,  chil¬ 
dren  of  James  E.Y.  Hanna;  May  and  Maud  Hanna,  daughters  of  Robert  Mil- 
ion  I-lanna.  Unless  otherwise  mentioned  all  the  above  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  southern  or  central  Illinois.  Albert  S.  Hanna  taught  also  in  the 
high  schools  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  Brooklyn,  New  York;  John 
Calvin  Hanna,  Jr.,  in  the  high  schools  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Oak  Park,' 
Hiinois.  Margaret,  Ellen,  and  Dorothea  Hanna,  g  .  t,  great  granddaughters 

James  Her  vey  Hanna,  have  taught  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
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The  course  of  study  in  the  early  schools  of  southern  Illinois  consisted 
principally  of  spelling  and  reading.  A  few  pupils  took  penmanship  lessons. 
Arithmetic  was  taught  only  to  the  advanced  students  for  many  parents  felt 
that  the  knowledge  of  figures  was  unnecessary  for  those  who  were  to  engage 
in  farm  work.  Instruction  in  grammar  was  not  too  common.  “Occasionally 
a  teacher  would  venture  to  include  English  grammar,”  wrote  Robert  Yv. 
Patterson,  reminiscencing  on  the  pioneer  schools  of  southern  Illinois,  “but 
in  the  earlier  years  of  my  youth,  I  knew  of  no  teacher  who  attempted  to  give 
instruction  in  grammar  or  geography.”*  The  children  in  theHodgviile  set¬ 
tlement  were  more  fortunate  in  this  respect.  Concerning  this  aspect  of  his 
education  in  the  year  1827  John  Calvin  Hanna  wrote: 


Mr.  Hodge's  son  Samuel  then  took  charge  of -the  school  for 
three  months.  As  yet  I  had  not  studied  arithmetic,  geography 
or  grammar  any.  I  took  up  grammar  and  studied  diligently 
according  to  the  plan  of  that  day.  I  used  Lindley  Murray's 
grammar.  I  was  then  thirteen  years  old.f 

George  Banna  attended  personally  to  the  mathematical  education  of  his  son. 
Of  this  John  Calvin  wrote: 

I  was  fourteen  years  old  when  father  lost  his  health.  .  .  .  Dur- 
that  summer  my  father  began  to  give  me  some  idea  of  arith¬ 
metic.  He  gave  me  a  few  examples  in  the  primary  rules.  He 
had  previously  prepared  me  a  numeration  and  multiplication 
table  and  I  had  pretty  thoroughly  committed  them  to  memory. 

I  worked  a  few  examples  in  addition,  subtraction,  and  multi¬ 
plication.  % 

The  Reverend  R.  F.  Spilman  organized  the  ever-popular  singing  school 
in  the  Hodgville  district,  and  likewise  debating  societies  were  formed  in 
which  questions  such  as  the  following  received  serious  attention:  “Resolved 
that  pursuit  is  more  pleasant  than  possession;”  “Resolved  that  water  is 
more  useful  than  lire;”  “Resolved  that  the  Indians  have  been  mistreated.” 
While  such  subjects  might  appear  trivial  to  sophisticated  modern  youth,  they 
provided  the  pioneers  with  occasions  for  developing  individual  expression, 
the  power  to  form  correct  opinions,  and  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others. 
In  respect  to  this  John  Calvin  Hanna  observed: 


Two  or  three  winters  we  had  a  debating  society  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  which  1  attended  pretty  regularly  and  there  laid  the 
foundation,  of  my  success'  in  debates  afterwards;  otherwise, 
X  do  not  know  that  I  should  ever  have  been  able  to  overcome 


my  excessive  timidity. § 

Illinois  was  a  healthful  country;  but  in  the  early  days  the  Hodgville  set- 


tlement,  located  as  it  was, close  to  the  river  where  thicK  decay  ing  vegetation 
and  stagnant  waters  poisoned  the  air,  was  often  infected  with  fever  and  ague— 


^Robert  W.  Patterson,  “Early  Society  in  Southern  Illinois,”  FERGUS 
HISTORICAL  SERIES  (Chicago:  Fergus  Printing  Company,  1880),  XIV,  12 i. 
t John  Calvin  H anna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  17. 

{John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  17. 

§  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  19. 
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the  scourge  of  the  West.  Of  this  plague,  Daniel  Harm  on  Brush  wrote: 


As  tlie  fall  season  of  3  021  approached,  siclmoss  incident  to 
the  new  country  attacked  all,  both  great  and  small.  T)  c 
'fever'n  ager'was  in  every  house.  Not  ore  in  the  settlement, 

I  think  escaped.  Some  had  it  every  day,  others  each  alto  rmm 
day*  Many  had  the  real  ‘shakes'  and  when  the  fit  was  fully 
on  shook  so  violently  that  they  could  not  hold  a  glass  ci  • ;  e, 
with  which  to  check  the  consuming  thr  1st  that  constantly  besot 
them  while  the  rigor  Lasted, nearly  freezing  the  vie*  .  HI.  cn 
came  the  fever,  the  blood  seemingly  at  boiling  he;  •  and  t  o 
flesh  roasting.  .  .  .  When  cool  weathei  came  the  epidemic 
disappeared/' 

Although  the  disease  usually  afflicted  newcomers  from  Europe  or 
East,  seasoned  pioneers  also  succumbed.  The  Hanna  family  was  so  evic¬ 
tion  as  John  Calvin  Hanna  recalled: 


In  3  822  we  were  visited  by  the  ague  and  fever.  During  .e 
time  of  sickness  which  continued  se\  err  l  weeks,  my  second 
brother  was  born  and  died.t 


During  this  crisis  the  district  around  Golconda  was  fortunate  in  havb 
obtained  the  services  of  Dr.YViiliai  .Si  ms,  a  r  :echcal  nu  *  of  no  mean  ab;  . 
who  had  received  his  training  in  i  ;e  universities  of  Aberdeen, Sect  a..u,a:  . 
London,  England.  The  doctor,  intending  to  locate  at  Nat  cm  z,  had  er.oar  . 
in  1818  at  Cincinnati  on  a  lumber  boat  bound  for  New  Orleans .  b  when 
on  the  Ohio  had  made  travel  dangerous,  he  h:,d  Iz ;  dedal  Golccnda.  Asir.cr* 
was  no  physician  within  fifty  miles  of  the  settlement,  the  inhabitants  pi ;  - 
suaded  the  young  Scotchman  to  remain.  7'hc  value  of  a  trained  m-  cal  rr  _ 
to  the  community  can  l  e  appreciated  when  the  )a*vs  of  the  medical  profess, 
at  that  time  are  considered — lavs  so  liberal  that  a  person  simply  'turn 
doctor'  and  proceeded  to  pract.c*  . 

In  1820  Missouri  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as  a  slave  state.  At  a  Lee 
when  money  in  Illinois  was  particularly  scarce,  men  ol  veaiLa  a  :>ropr  ; 
could  be  see  n  by  -g  .  h 

river.  More  and  more  Illinoisans,  therefore,  b  came  con v in.ee e  Mai  C 
state  should  likewise  introduce  a  slave-holding  clause  into  its  cenmitut:  - 
in  order  to  induce  these  we  a;.  ;  planters  to  settle  within  its  bus.  same  - 
The  propriety  of  tlie  proposal  became  the  topic  of  discussion  tmo- shout  t  - 
state,  particularly  in  southern  ill  mo  is  v.ia-rc  mrny  of  the  settkar; — Lv.:n.- 
grants  from  slave-holding  states — were  a; teeny  impregnated  pro¬ 

slavery  prejudices.  Of  the  debates  held  in  the  Hodgville  rv  ighborhood  c 
this  subject  John  C.  Hanna  wrote  follows: 


A  convention  was  soon  to  meet  tore,  ire  the  constitution  rj 
the  state  of  Illinois.  YI  e  state  lad  1  cn  admitted  into  *.  e 
Union  as  a  free  state.  According  to  the  terms  ol  the  ces:  ion 


♦Daniel  Harmon  Brush,  CROWING  UP  WITH  SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS 
(Chicago:  Lakeside  Press,  10  M),  p.  2*1.  This  unhealthful  cord iv on  last- 
until  tlie  territory  became  more  thickly  populated  and  the  wild  land  vra 
brought  under  cultivation. 

t  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,  ’  p.  1G. 
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of  1737  it  could  not  be  admitted  otherwise,  but  some  of  the 
citizens  who  had  come  from  slave  states  were  of  the  opinion 
that  when  it  was  once  admitted  it  might  be  changed  and*  made 
a  slave  state.  The  question  for  debate  was  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  good  policy.  My  father  took  the  negative  and  it  was 
discussed  pro  and  con  among  the  neighbors  till  I  became 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  anti-slavery  sentiments.* 


tTohn  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography, ”  p.  20. 
tJohn  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  20. 

The  anti-slavery  sentiment  in  the  family  showed  up  again  at  the  time  of 
ihe  formation  of  the  Republican  Party  in  Illinois.  On  May  29,  1856,  an  anti- 
Nebraska  convention  called  by  a  group  of  editors  in  Illinois  who  opnosed  the 
extension  of  slavery  into  the  Territories  was  held  at  Bloomington,  Illinois. 
Benjamin  j,  F. Hanna,  grandson  of  John  Hanna,  served  as  one  of  the  secre¬ 
taries  ox  the  convention,  since  known  as  the  first  Republican  convention  for 
the  state  of  Illinois.  (Charles  A.  Church,  REPUBLICAN  PARTY  IN  ILLI¬ 
NOIS,  Rockford:  Wilson  Brothers  Company,  1921,  p.  31.) 

Jour  years  later  wnen  Lincoln  ran  on  a  platform  hostile  to  the  extension 
(  t  slavery  James  E.  Y.  Hanna  and  his  son  Albert  Smith  Hanna  were  with  the 
amu H  group  of  127  men  in  Pope  County  who  voted  for  Lincoln  in  contrast  to 
ms  1,202  who  cast  their  ballot  for  the  author  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill. 

{.  Lincoln  Vote  and  Voters  in  Pope  County  in  1860,”  an  article  in  Judge  R. 
Gerald  Trampe’s  collection  of  HERALD  ENTERPRISE  clippings.)  Cf.'Blu- 
tord  Wilson,  “Southern  Illinois  in  the  Civil  War,”  ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTOR¬ 
ICAL  SOCIETY  TRANSACTIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1911.  p.  83,  It  will  be 
noted  that  there  is  a  discrepancy  between  the  number  of  Lincoln  voters 
as  listed  in  the  two  articles.  The  figures  used  in  this  paper  are  those  that 
agree  with  the  actual  election  returns  as  filed  at  the  County  Clerk's  office 
st  Golconda,  Pope  County,  Illinois,.  The  family  of  James  Hervey  Iianna  did 
not  become  Republicans,  however,  but  continued  to  vote  Democratic. 


In  August  of  1823,  a  general  election  was  held  in  the  state  to  determine 
the  issue.  The  high  degree  of  interest  in  the  contest  throughout  the  entire 
state  is  attested  by  the  turnout  of  11,612  voters  for  or  against  the  proposed 
constitutional  convention,  as  compared  with  4,671  ballots  cast  in  the  state 
as  a  whole  for  the  presidential  election  held  in  November  of  the  same  year. 

In  Pope  County  only  twenty-one  per  cent  of  those  who  voted  in  August  to 
determine  whether  or  not  Illinois  should  remain  a  free  state  showed  up  at 
the  polls  three  months  later  to  voice  their  opinion  on  national  affairs.  Al¬ 
though  the  pro-slavery  cause  lost  in  the  state  as  a  whole,  it  was  strongly 
upheld  in  Pope  County  where  sixty-nine  per  cent  of  the  votes  cast  favored ... 
the  convention.  Among  the  minority  who  registered  their  disapproval  of  the 
attempt  to  legalize  slavery  in  Illinois,  the  various  members  of  the  Hanna 
family  were  numbered. t 

From  an  early  date  the  southern  part  of  Pope  County  was  infested  with 
bands  of  horse  thieves  and  counterfeiters.  Several  factors  were  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  presence  of  these  outlaws  near  Golconda.  One  such  cause  was 
the  location  of  a  natural  cave,  called  Cave-in-Rock,  about  ten  miles  up  the 
Onio.  This  cave  from  early  times  had  been  a  rendezvous  for  river  pirates. 
LusMs  Ferry,  operating  across  the  Ohio  at  Golconda,  likewise  accounted 
for  the  settlement  at  its  northern  terminus  of  a  motley  array  of  pioneers — 
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some  undesirable.  When  the  deeds  of  these  outlaws  assumed  larger  pro¬ 
portions  than  the  legal  machinery  of  the  new-formed  state  could  cope  with 
a  band  oi  the  more  respectable  citizens  took  the  law  into  their  own  hand: 
in  an  attempt  to  terrorize  the  ruffians  out  of  the  county.  It  seems  probabU 
that  the  Hannas  engaged  in  this  form  of  extra-legal  activity.* 

A  notable  attempt  by  the  early  Regulators  to  assure  peace  and  order  in 
Pope  County  centered  around  opposition  to  a  gang  of  counterfeiters  who 


*  Although  the  following  incident  occurred  at  a  later  date  than  that  no? 
under  consideration,  it  is  given  as  an  indication  of  the  participation  of  the 
members  of  the  Hanna  family  in  the  Regulator  Movement.  As  Hie  following 
plainly  suggests  that  the  narrator,  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  had  a  personal  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  events  described,  it  is  quoted  in  full.  “Hiram  Green,  after  com¬ 
pleting  his  term  in  the  state  prison  for  the  Sides  outrage,  returned  to  his 
old  haunts.  At  one  time  he  and  a  pal  remained  longer  than  usual  in  his  old 
home  and  from  their  actions  the  people  were  satisfied  that  they  were  plan¬ 
ning  some  evil  scheme.  They  made  no  attempt  to  mingle  with  the  citizens 
surrounding  them,  spent  their  days  and  portions  of  the  night  in  the  swamps 
adjacent  to  the  creek,  and  part  of  the  night  at  the  old  home  for  learning  any 
news  and  to  lay  in  supplies.  It  was  thought  by  some  that  to  prevent  crime 
was  better  than  to  punish  it  after  it  was  done.  A  meeting  was  called  privately 
to  consider  the  matter.  At  the  place  appointed  sixty  or  seventy  persons  who 
lived  near  the  place  of  rendezvous  met.  A  magistrate  in  the  assembly  asked 
if  any  one  could  file  the  necessary  affidavit  so  he  could  issue  a  warrant  for 
their  arrest.  A  man  came  forward  and  filed  the  aff idavit  and  a  warrant  was 
issued.  The  company  was  divided  into  squads  and  the  two  men  were  run 
down  and  captured  in  a  short  time.  Green  was  loud  in  his  tJireats  against 
all  concerned  but  especially  against  the  party  who  had  rundown  and  cautured 
them.  This  continued  until  it  was  thought  best  to  ignore  it  no  longer.  A 
private  meeting  was  held  at  which  the  eight  young  men  who  had  captured  the 
two  were  present  together  with  two  or  three  older  men  who  were  called  in 
to  counsel  them.  After  voicing  the  opinion  that  they  would  be  killed  secretly 
i  t  was  determined  ‘that  they  would  not  give  them  the  opportunity  but  would 
be  beforehand  with  them/  The  eight  who  had  been  threatened  then  repaired 
to  the  old  Green  homestead  and  secreted  themselves  within  sixty  yards  of 
the  house  to  await  the  men  sought  for.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
moon  rose,  and  about  two  o'clock  the  men  left  the  house.  One  who  had  been 
selected  because  he  was  a  sure  shot,  fired,  but  the  cap  burst  without  dis¬ 
charging  the  gun.  Before  sunrise  Green  and  his  companions  were  at  Brook¬ 
lyn  Ferry.  This  statement  is  now  for  the  first  time  given  to  the  public,  the 
more  freely  that  all  of  those  who  actively  participated  in  the  matter  have 
passed  to  that  bourne  from  whence  no  traveler  ever  returned.  And,  perhaps, 
there  is  but  one  person  living  who  was  cognizant  of  all  the  facts  as  they 
occurred.  (James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Pope  County  Historical  Reminiscences," 
HISTORY  OF  MASSAC  COUNTY,  pp.  165-167.) 

In  1905  the  Honorable  J.  A.  Rose  in  preparation  for  his  article  “Regula¬ 
tors  and  Flatheads  in  Southern  Illinois"  which  was  printed  in  Voi  XI  of  the 
ILLINOIS  STATE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  PUBLICATIONS  requested  James 
E.  Y.  Hanna  to  write  down  his  recollections  of  the  affair.  Mr.  Hanna's  re¬ 
ply  is  Jn  the  custody  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  Springfield. 
The  Hanna  family  is  not  mentioned  in  it. 
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passed  spurious  bills  throughout  the  countryside.  Of  the  struggle  of  the 
‘Regulators'  with  these  outlaws  the  Reverend  John  Crawford,  a  brother-in- 
law  of  George  and  Isaac  Hanna,  stated: 

t 

It  was  an  ugly  affair,  some  seventy -five  guns  and  pistols  were 
discharged.  Two  leading  men,  one  of  each  side,  being  danger¬ 
ously  wounded,  they  surrendered  and  were  committed  to  jail 
on  the  evidence  of  Cleghorn  but  were  released  on  bond.  Cleg- 
horn  fell  into  their  hands  and  was  afterwards  found  hi  the 
river  with  his  throat  cut.  The  parties,  of  course,  did  not 
appear  at  court  but  departed  to  parts  unknown.4 


The  citizens  of  Pope  County  next  attempted  to  get  rid  of  the  horse  thieves 
in  the  vicinity.  William  Brown  described  the  methods  they  employed  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Upon  a  successful  foray,  the  company  with  the  deliquent  re¬ 
tired  into  the  woods,  where  a  court  was  duly  opened  and  the 
pr  S  soner  examined  and  witnesses  sworn.  A  major  ity  of  voi ces 
acquitted  or  condemned.  From  thirty  to  one  hundred  stripes 
on  the  :  ire  back  was  the  common  sentence  with  the  admoni¬ 
tion  that  should  the  offender  be  found  again  within  the  limits 
of  the  county  he  would  be  repunished. f 


J.  E.  Y.  Hanna  was  secretary  at  one  time  of  the  Pope  County  Mutual  Pro¬ 
tection  Association,  an  organization  formed  for  Lie  prevention  of  hors  e 
stealing.! 

Interested  in  procuring  an  efficient  local  government  and  proud  to  be 
public  servants,  several  members  of  the  Hanna  family  served  in  various 
governmental  offices  of  Pope  County.  John  Hanna,  Sr.,  acted  as  county 
treasurer  during  the  years  1823-1824  and  1826-1828.§  About  1823,  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Illinois  appointed  William  P.  Hanna  a  justice  of  the  peace;  and 
after  1826,  when  the  people  of  Illinois  were  given  the  privilege  eX  choosing 
their  justices,  William  Hanna  continued  to  be  elected  to  the  office  until  hi 
death,  December  9,  1845. If  He  was  particularly  popular  with  the  youth 
the  district  and  earned  for  himself  the  distinction  of  having  performed  more 
marriage  ceremonies  than  any  other  justice  in  the  community Jr 

Tn  1831  George  Hamilton  Hanna  was  appointed  surveyor  of  Pope  County  H  4 
which  position  ho  retained  until  1853  when  old  age  incapacitated  him  from 


*John  Crawford,  “Frontier  Life/'  an  article  clipped  from  a  Golconda 
newspaper,  date  unknown.  Tt  is  now  in  the  collection  oi  the  late  Theodore 
McCoy,  of  Golconda,  Illinois.  As  evidenced  by  the  “Deed  Booth of  Pc;  a 
County,  the  leader  of  the  counterfeiters,  Sturdesvant,  sold  his  holdings  in 
Pope  County,  Illinois,  in  October,  1824,  and  moved  to  Kentucky. 

t William  H.  Brown,  “Early  History  of  Illinois,"  FERGUS  HISTORIC  AL 
SERIES  (Chicago:  Fergus  Printing  Company,  1880),  XIV f  98. 

t Albert  S.  Hanna,  “Hodgville,  Horne  Neighborhood  of  My  Youth." 

§Pope  County,  Illinois,  “County  Commissioners'  Record"  (Pope  County 
Courthouse,  Golconda),  A. 

SHISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  p.  5. 

#  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,"  p.  15. 

*  ♦Illinois  Supreme  Court,  “Transcript  Record  of ‘Field  vs.  Carr  et  alh" 
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further  activity  and  he  relinquished  his  position  in  favor  of  his  son,  Jamc 
Edward  Young  Hanna.  The  instruments  which  George  Hanna  used  for 
surveying  were  purchased  for  him  at  Philadelphia  by  the  Reverend  Benjars 
Spilman  who  carried  them  on  horseback  to  Illinois  as  he  returned  from 
general  assembly  of  Ills  church  in  Pennsylvania.*  In  1843  Mr.  Hanna  la.  • 
out  the  boundary  line  between  Pope  and  the  newly-erected  county  of  Massac.  • 
The  following  incident  reveals  how  George  Hamilton  Hanna,  the  surveyor, 
mingled  sympathy  with  his  mathematics. 

Once  while  on  a  surveying  tour  he  found  a  worthy,  industrious 
couple  in  great  perplexity.  The  home  they  had  redeemed  from 
the  wilderness  was  about  to  be  entered  from  them  and  all 
their  work  lost  for  want  of  fifty  dollars.  The  woman  was  in 
tears.  Mr.  Hanna’s  heart  was  touched  and  the  money  was 
advanced  on  the  spot.  I  had  this  anecdote  from  the  daughter 
of  the  grateful  couple,  who  lived  to  accumulate  a  handsome 
property  on  the  home  saved  to  them  by  Mr.  Hanna’s  pure, 
unostentatious  benevolence.! 


The  decades  1820-1840  witnessed  the  establishment  in  the  western  coun¬ 
try  of  many  sectarian  institutions  of  higher  learning,  but  as  no  college  had 
yet  been  opened  in  southern  Illinois  in  1835  when  John  Calvin  Hanna,  son  of 
George  H.,  and  James  Hervey  C. Hanna,  son  of  William  P.,  decided  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  education,  they  matriculated  at  Hanover  College  in  South  Hanover, 
Indiana.  This  institution  had  been  established  under  Presbyterian  auspices 
in  a  little  log  house  eight  years  previously  as  a  classical  school  where  your  : 
men  might  prepare  for  college  and  the  ministry.  John  Calvin  Hanna  wishec 
to  study  for  the  ministry,  while  the  ambition  of  his  cousin  James  was  to 
prepare  for  the  profession  of  doctor  of  medicine.  John’s  plans  were  opposec 
by  his  father,  but  the  latter  yielded  to  his  son’s  wishes  on  condition  the v 
when  educated  the  boy  would  not  become  a  lawyer. 

In  order  to  obtain  -the  necessary  funds  to  finance  the  first  year  of  their 
college  venture,  the  two  young  men— -Join  was  twenty-one  and  James  eigh¬ 
teen— planted  a  crop  of  potatoes  which  could  be  sold  down  the  river.  While 
waiting  lor  the  yield,  they  employed  their  time  in  making  barrels  v  1th  which 
to  ship  their  produce  to  market  and  in  studying  Latin  under  the  tutelage  of 
their  neighbor,  James  Pittulo.  A  German  tailor  located  in  Golconda  was 
engaged  to  make  them  overcoats  of  a  fine  Kentucky  jean  with  black  velvei 
collars,  and  a  bootmaker  was  hired  to  build  for  them  boots,  the  first  they 
ever  owned. § 

In  the  first  week  of  December,  1835,  armed  with  a  letter  of  introduction 
from  the  Reverend  D.  F.  Spilman,  the  lads  hailed  a  coal  steamer  going  is 
the  Ohio.  The  trip  on  the  steamboat  was  anew  experience  for  both  of  them. 
After  various  delays  for  loading  and  unloading  they  arrived  at  Hanover 


♦James  E.Y.  Hanna,  “Pope  County  Historical  Reminiscences,”  HI  STOIC: 
OF  MASSAC  COUNTY,  p.  143. 

fMassac  County,  Illinois,  “County  Commissioners’  Record,”  A.  (Copied 
from  Uie  notes  of  Judge  Trampe,  of  Golconda.) 

tBozman,  “George  H.  Hanna, “HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 
GOLCONDA,  p.  9. 

§  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  21. 
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landing,  and  although  school  had  been  in  session  for  six  weeks,  the  Hjl  nr  • 
boys  entered  the  regular  classes  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  algebra,  using  as 
Miles'  Latin  Grammar,  Liber  Primer,  and  Colburn's  Algebra.* 

To  make  their  money  reach  as  far  as  possible  the  thrifty  young  men  rented 
an  unfurnished  room,  bought  furniture,  and  prepared  their  own  food.  James 
H»  0,  Hanna  1  emuined  four  years  at  the  collegef  * * §— two  in  the  preparato  ry 
department  and  two  in  college  classes-— and  then  returned  to  Illinois  where 
he  continued  his  studies  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Sims.  He  later  pio¬ 
neered  in  the  f  ield  of  medicine  in  Massac  County.  $  John  C .  Hanna  al  terra  ted 
between  study  and  teaching  and  consequently  was  not  ordained  until  1852..? 
His  teaching  endcavoi s  brought  him  into  Tennessee,  Kentucky, Mississippi 
and  southern  Illinois,  where  in  1844  he  established  an  academy  atGolconda.  v 
i.h  pioneer  days  the  academy  v/as  the  equivalent  of  our  modern  high  school , 
and  by  the  nineteenth  century  proportionately  the  same  number  of  students 
attended  academies  as  attend  colleges  in  this  twentieth  century.  Goiconda, 
however,  was  not  a  good  site  for  the  enterprise.  The  town  remained  small, 
and  John  C.  Hanna  was  soon  forced  to  close  the  doors  of  his  school  to  which 
he  had  given  the  impressive  name  of  Forest  Grove  Academy. 

On  December  7,  1834,  the  venerable  old  father  of  the  family,  John  Bann?, 
died  niter  having  spent  his  life  on  the  American  frontier.  His  wife,  Mar  gar  •  t 
Hamilton .  Hanna,  died  seven  years  later  on  April  3,  1842.#  Soon  after  the 
family  dispersed.  The  federal  census  of  1850  for  Pope  County  lists  only 
the  following  members  of  the  Hanna  family:  George  H.  and  his  sons,  James 
E.  Y.,  George  Franklin,  and  Wilson  Hamilton  Hanna.**  The  record  of  deeds 
for  Pope  County  reveals  that  James  Hervey  Hanna  and  his  wife  Elisabeth  J. 
sold  their  property  in  the  county  on  December  30,  184S.ff  They  and  their 
children  located  in  Randolph  County,  Illinois,  one  hundred  miles  up  trie  state. 
It  is  not  known  when  John  C.  and  Lucy  Hanna  left  Pope  County,  'but  it  may 
be  presumed  that  they  did  so  when  their  hotel  in  Golcondawas  destroyed  bv 
fire.JJ  They  lived  for  short  periods  of  time  in  White  County,  Illinois, 


♦John  Calvin  Hanna,  “ Autobiography,"  p„  21. 

{Letter  of  Albert  S.  Parker,  President  of  Hanover  College,  to  the  writer 
under  date  of  December  10,  1S52. 

t  James  E.  7.  Hanna,  “Pope  County  Historical  Reminiscences,"  HISTORY 

Cx  MASSAC  COUNT  v ,  pp.  SO,  153.  Dr.  Hanna  died  at  Metropolis,  Illinois, 
as  a  young  man. 

§  J ohn  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  30. 

John  Calvin  Hanna.,  “Autobiography,"  p.  29.  In  contrast  to  northern 
Illinois,  where  the  common  school  system  developed,  southern  Illinois  re  ¬ 
lied  on  private  schools.  Wagon  roads  and  river  routes  closely  connected 
this  section  of  the  state  with  the  southern  states  where  select  schools  wore 
the  vogue. 

#HISTORY  OF  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  p.  3. 

♦♦United  States,  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  “Pop¬ 
ulation  Census  Schedules,  Seventh  Census  (1850),  Pope  County,  Illinois” 
(Illinois  State  Archives,  Springfield,  Illinois.  Microfilm  copy),  p.  293, 

ft  Pope  County,  Illinois,  “Deed  Record"!),  143  (Pope  County  Courthouse, 
Gv/lconda,  Illinois.)  Their  ISO  acre  farm  sold  for  $420.  James  Hanna  is 
listed  in  the  1850  census  schedule  for  Randolph  County,  but  not  his  wife.  - 

1 1 James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,"  p.  16. 
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in  Randolph  County,  Illinois,  in  Missouri,  and  finally  pioneered  in  Leaven¬ 
worth,  Kansas.* * * § 

John  Calvin  Hanna  followed  the  others  out  of  Pope  County  in  1847.  Hi: 
account  of  this  move  follows: 

I  remained  in  Pope  County  until  October,  1847.  I  labored 
very  hard  but  could  do  but  little  for  myself  and  family  and 
almost  nothing  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  church  and 
nothing  for  the  cause  of  education.  I  could  not  support  my 
family  by  teaching,  and  I  could  not  work  my  farm  and  teach 
for  nothing.  Our  daughter  .  .  .  was  almost  two  years  old  and 
would  soon  need  to  be  in  school  and  there  was  no  prospect 
of  any  school  near  enough  for  her  to  attend.f 

I  had  no  title  to  the  land  on  which  I  had  made  the  improve¬ 
ments.  I  advertised  my  property  for  public  sale  .  .  .  bor¬ 
rowed  a  light  lumber  wagon  from  my  Uncle  .  .  .  and  a  yoke 
of  oxen  from  my  father  and  engaged  my  brother  Wilson  H. 
to  go  with  me  to  bring  them  back.  Early  in  October,  1847, 
we  left  the  place  not  knowing  what  would  befall  us.  .  .  .  The 
first  afternoon  we  traveled  about  twelve  miles.  We  then 
came  to  a  fine  spring  of  water  and  struck  a  tent  covering  it 
with  our  new  carpet;  made  sleeping  places  under  it  with 
leaves  first  and  then  our  bed  and  bedding.  In  this  manner 
traveling  by  day,  tenting  by  night,  some  of  us  walking  all  the 
time,  alternating  with  each  other,  we  slept  in  a  house  only 
one  night  when  there  was  an  appearance  of  rain.t 

No  doubt  the  experiences  which  induced  John  C.  Hanna  to  emigrate  from 
Pope  County  were  typical  of  those  which  had  motivated  the  other  members 
of  the  family  who  had  preceded  him  out  of  the  county.  Their  withdrawal 
from  southern  Illinois  coincided  closely  with  the  close  of  the  frontier  in 
that  state. § 

Perhaps  a  more  appropriate  ending  to  this  story  of  the  pioneer  activity 
of  the  Hanna  family  who  for  over  a  century  had  lived  near  nature's  challeng¬ 
ing  waters  and  formidable  forests  cannot  be  found  than  to  quote  the  impres¬ 
sion  the  prairies  left  on  one  of  them  as  he  passed  from  his  old  home  in  tht 
hills  to  a  new  abode  on  the  plains: 

About  three  o'clock  i  arrived  at  Heacock's  Prairie.  I  came 
to  it  suddenly  and  although  I  had  been  told  1  would  experience 
a  strange  sensation  at  first  and  was  therefore  on  my  guard 
for  a  while,  yet  I  had  forgotten  about  the  prairie  until  f  was 


*  James  E.  Y.  Hanna,  “Genealogy,”  p.  16.  Cf.  LEAVENWORTH  DAILY 
TIMES,  April  26,  1874.  This  John  C.  is  the  son  of  John  Hanna  and  an  unci, 
to  the  John  C.  Hanna  referred  to  in  the  following  paragraph, 

t John  Calvin  Hanna,  ‘ ‘Autobiography/ ‘  p.  30. 

i'John  Calvin  Hanna,  ‘'Autobiography,”  p.  36, 

§  Theodore  Pease,  writing  the?  second  volume  of  the  CENTENNIAL  HIS¬ 
TORY  OF  ILLINOIS,  entitled  it  THE  FRONTIER  STATE,  1818-1848.  It  is? 
with  this  latter  date  that  the  author  of  this  thesis  has  chosen  to  close  the 
pioneer  history  of  the  Hanna  family  east  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
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within  a  few  feet  of  it.  Truly  it  produced  a  sensation  such  as 
I  had  never  experienced.  I  stood  and  gazed  upon  the  beauti¬ 
ful  scene  for  some  time.  Everything  seemed  almost  as  still 
as  death.  .  .  .  After  some  minutes  I  exclaimed,  “Beautiful, 
Beautiful!”  I  could  see  in  the  distance,  perhaps  a  mile  or 
more,  several  head  of  cattle  grazing,  but  not  a  sound  of 
bells  was  heard  to  disturb  the  calm  stillness  of  the  afternoon 
at  that  place,* 
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♦John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography/*  p.  35. 


•>  \  -  ' 1  ■  ; 

n  1 Z  St  d  *..  *  »0  I  *  *  I' :T WO*  -  «**, 


' 


- 


^  A  da 


i  .tT"-  _  --:'i  —— Je?  -  wrC^*  „  .  ■  •?'■ 


^5ti!cort4 


i.v-"'  *  *-> 

•  Noth 

**«»y. 

T'  i  '>■■:: 


.  ;  JS~v 

ivvt^v'iki^' 


AO*"** 


/ 

' 


^  ***** 


t 

L 


CONCLUSION 

Certain  arresting  inferences  emerge  from  the  foregoing  study.  The  mi  ¬ 
gration  of  the  Hanna  family  along  the  early  frontiers  coincided  to  a  notable 
extent,  both  in  time  and  place,  with  the  general  westward  movement  of  the 
pioneer  Scotch-trish  into  the  valleys  of  western  Virginia,  the  plateaus  of 
North  Carolina,  and  the  hills  in  the  regions  beyond— now  the  states  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

The  Hannas  were  not  among  the  very  first  to  locate  in  any  community, 
but  invariably  arrived  in  a  district  within  a  short  time  of  its  initial  settle¬ 
ment.  Therefore,  of  the  three  main  types  of  pioneers— the  explorers  and 
hunters,  the  frontier  farmers,  and  the  permanent,  more  prosperous  resi¬ 
dents — the  Hanna  family  undoubtedly  belonged  to  the  second  classification. 
In  each  generation  some  members  remained  behind  the  main  stream  of 
immigration  and  became  identified  with  the  third  catagory  of  pioneers  men¬ 
tioned  above.  These  were  usually  the  ones  who  had  entered  a  profession  or 
met  with  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  success  in  life.  In  this  regard  it 
might  be  mentioned  that  the  history  of  the  Hanna  family  substantiates  the 
hypothesis  of  historians  that  pioneer  farmers  moved  in  times  of  prosperity 
rather  than  during  periods  of  depression. 

Among  the  pioneers,  John  Hanna  stands  out  as  one  who  spent  his  entire 
life  on  the  frontier.  Born  in  the  backwoods  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  youth,  he 
migrated  with  his  parents  down  the  Valley  of  Virginia  to  the  piedmont 
regions  of  North  Carolina.  In  the  prime  of  life  he  led  his  youthful  bride 
beyond  the  Alleghenies  to  the  ‘over -the -mountains*  settlement,  and  later 
removed  with  his  small  children  across  the  Cumberland  Mountains  to 
the  blockhouses  of  the  Mero  District.  In  his  mature  years  he  foPowed  hi: 
sons  into  the  newly -formed  state  of  Illinois.  Thus  John  Hanna  in  a  life  time 
of  seventy  years —170 5  to  1835— pioneered  on  five  separate  frontiers. 

The  occupation  of  the  Hanna  men  was  predominantly  agrarian.  Although 
land  was  abundant  and  cheap  when  they  first  entered  a  locality,  they  did  not 
engage  in  land  speculation,  but  each  contented  himself  with  the  purchase  of 
one  or  two  hundred  acres  of  forest  land  which  he  redeemed  from  the  wilder¬ 
ness  with  back-breaking  eff  ort.  Usually  this  land  was  purchased  from  the 
government. 

Most  of  the  pioneer  Hannas  knew  no  home  save  the  log  cabin  or  clan-board 
dwelling,  but  these  were  open  in  hospitality  to  all.  Although  living  in  tee 
midst  of  a  slave-labor  economy,  the  majority  of  them  were  anti-  slavery  in 
sentiment.  Thrifty  and  self-sufficient,  they  managed  to  satisfy  their  meager 
wants  with  spinning  wheel,  rifle,  and  plow. 

Perhaps  no  family  did  more  to  keep  the  spark  of  Christianity  alive  on 
frontier.  This  is,  in  fact,  the  distinguishing  characteristic  of  tne  Hannas. 
In  every  locality  in  which  they  settled  they  were  instrumental  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  religion  and  good  morals— particularly  by  good  example  and  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  establishment  of  infant  Presbyterian  congregations.  In  ail  in¬ 
stances  their  first  religious  ventures  were  humble — an  open  field,  a  A  m, 
a  log-cabin  school-  or  courthouse  serving  as  the  place  of  worship,  for  lUe 
congregation  they  had  helped  to  organize.  In  every  community  in  v  Ac  s  t-.g  > 
located  various  members  of  the  family  were  elected  in  recognition  of  U  <  ;r 
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leadership,  to  the  highest  offices  In  the  church — presiding  elder,  e’er! 
the  session,  or  deacon. 

Most  significant  is  the  fact  that,  despite  the  primitive  conditions  nr 
vailing  in  the  communities  in  which  they  settled,  the  members  of  the  li  . 
family  never  permitted  their  love  and  respect  for  education  to  wane, 
without  exception  obtained  a  fair  degree  of  learning.  With  far-reach'h 
visionand  self-sacrificing  dedication  to  their  ideals,  the  older  member 
the  family  took  upon  themselves  the  duty  of  teaching  the  younger  general  k- 
in  the  period  preceding  the  erection  of  a  public  school  system.  This  ear! 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  Intellectual  needs  of  their  children  estate 
lished  a  precedent  that  later  resulted  in  a  surprisingly  large  number  c- 
Hannas,  both  men  and  women,  embracing  tire  teaching  profession. 

In  the  absence  of  effective  law  enforcement  on  the  frontier,  the  farm], 
supported  respectable  neighbors  who  for  the  common  good  worked  out 
tra  legal  codes  applicable  to  cattle  and  horse  thieves  and  counterfeiter 
but  they  likewise  gave  whole-hearted  assistance  to  legally  appointed  author¬ 
ity,  acting  themselves  as  justices  of  the  peace,  county  surveyors,  and  county 
treasurers. 

The  Hannas  participated  in  many  of  the  great  movements  toward  Ameri¬ 
can  democracy  which  radiated  from  the  West.  Whether  the  event  was  : 
demand  from  the  Penns  for  free  possession  of  land  wrestled  from  the  In¬ 
dians,  a  revolt  against  excessive  taxes  and  the  corrupt  governmental  offi¬ 
cials  of  North  Carolina,  the  pursuit  of  Ferguson  by  the  ‘over-the-mountain' 
men  during  the  War  for  Independence,  the  maintenance  of  the  State  of  Frank- 
lin,  the  destruction  of  the  Lower  Towns  in  Middle  Tennessee,  the  strugyl. 
oi  liberty-loving  pioneers  with  a  slave-holding  aristocracy,  or  the  rise  of 
Jacksonian  democracy— whenever  or  wherever  the  westerners  attempt Lr : 
to  shape  their  own  destinies  came  in  conflict  with  the  dominant  conservath 
classes  on  the  eastern  coast— the  Hanna  family  was,  with  rare  exception, 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  at  th  precise  period  the  incidents  were  takin. 
place. 

The  Hanna  pioneers  seldom  recorded  their  adventures  in  diaries  or  jour¬ 
nals,  and  therefore  their  lives,  even  their  very  names,  were  in  danger  o 
falling  into  oblivion.  Although  Hie  story  of  the  Hanna  family  may  never  b 
written  in  all  its  fullness  and  completeness,  the- author  of  this  thesis  fell 
that  the  time  had  come  to  collect  and  organise  the  k  iown  traditions  an*  ■. 
genealogy  of  the  family  and  to  unfold  from  the  evidence  still  available  a  de¬ 
tailed  history  of  tills  pioneer  family,  which,  heretofore,  had  not  been 
object  of  systematic  historical  research. 

In  conclusion  it  might  be  added  that  this  study  seems  to  have  yielded 
findings  of  sufficient  scope  to  make  it  an  addition  to  the  general  knowledge 
of  the  Scotch-Irish  frontiersmen— a  fact  which  amply  repays  the  writer', 
efforts  to  make  some  authentic,  if  small,  contribution  to  pioneer  history. 
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THE  CRAWFORD  FAMILY 


A. 

Robert,  Joseph,  and  James  Crawford,  sons  of  Colonel  John  Crawford, 
located  in  the  Waxhaws,  South  Carolina,  In  the  1760’s.*  Land  records  ii  :G 
cate  that  Robert  and  Joseph  Crawford  preceded  James  to  South  Carolina 
purchasing  their  land  three  miles  below  Landsford  on  March  4,  17  03.1 
James  Crawford  migrated  from  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania  to  the 
Waxhaw  settlement — probably  accompanied  by  his  sister-in-law  and  n  r 
husband,  Elizabeth  and  Andrew  Jackson,  Sr.,— in  the  year  1765. J  He  oc¬ 
cupied  part  of  his  brother  Joseph’s  land,  obtaining  title  to  it  on  September  12, 
1768.? 

There  is  sharp  disagreement  among  historians  as  to  the  place  of  origin 
of  these  Crawfords.  Joseph  C.  Ward  law  holds  that 

this  branch  of  the  family  did  not  move  to  the  northern  part 
of  Ireland,  but  remained  in  their  native  land  until  they  came 
direct  from  Scotland  to  Pennsylvania.  There  was  a  Coi.  John 
Crawford  who  went  to  Ireland  and  afterwards  formed  a  Scotch- 
Irish  settlement  in  America,  but  he  settled  on  the  Hudson 
River.  II 

These  statements  have  been  accepted  by  William  M.  Clemens  in  his  CRAW¬ 
FORD  FAMILY  RECORDS#  and  by  the  editors  of  the  DAUGHTERS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  REVOLUTION  MAGAZINE,**  and  form  the  basis  for  Marquis 
James’  assertion  that 

The  Crawfords  .  .  .  were  born  in  Scotch -Irish  dominated 
southeastern  Pennsylvania,  the  sons  of  Colonel  John  Craw¬ 
ford,  a  native  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland.ft 

James  Parton,  an  early  historian  on  Andrew  Jackson,  wrote  that  the 
Crawfords  were  neighbors  of  the  Jacksons  in  Carrickfergus,  County  An¬ 
trim,  Ireland. Recollections  of  some  of  the  descendants  of  the  Crawfords 


^DAUGHTERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION  MAGAZINE,  L1V 
(November,  1920),  640. 

f Mecklenburg  County, North  Carolina,  "Deeds,”  V,  125.  Cited  by  Mar¬ 
quis  James,  ANDREW  JACKSON:  BORDER  CAPTAIN  (New  York:  Gulden 
City  Publishing  Company,  1940),  p.  365. 

‘Pension  Record  of  Alexander  Crawford,”  cited  in  GENEALOGY  AGE 
HISTORY,  VI,  No.  7  (November  15,  1945),  p.  66. 

§  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  365. 

IF  John  C.  Wared  aw,  GENEALOGY  OF  THE  WITHERSPOON  FAMILY 
(Yorkville,  S.  C.:  Enquirers  Office,  1910),  p.  85. 

#(New  York:  Wm.  M.  Clemens,  1914),  p.  3. 

**Volume  LXV  (November,  1920),  "A  Page  of  Heraldry,”  by  Edith  k. 
Ramsbnrgh. 

tt  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  365. 

James  Parton,  LIFE  OF  ANDREW  JACKSON  (New  York:  Mason  Bro: 
1861),  I,  49. 
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support  this  latter  belief.  Judge  George  Witherspoon,  a  great-grandson  of 
Robert  Crawford,  was  of  the  opinion  that  Colonel  John  Crawford  “cam. 
from  Ireland  and  that  Major  Robert  Crawford  was  born  in  Ireland.”*  jv-P. 
Calvin  Hanna,  a  great-grandson  of  James  Crawford,  stated  in  his  “Auto- 
biography”  that  his  grandfather,  James  Crawford,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Ireland.! 
The  Reverend  John  Crawford,  Jr.,  who  was  a  grandson  to  a  brother  of 
Robert  and  James  Crawford, J  likewise  declared:  “My  father  was  an  emi¬ 
grant  from  Ireland  when  fully  grown.” §  It  is  also  known  that  James  Craw¬ 
ford,  Sr.,  was  married  to  Janet  Hutchinson,  a  sister  to  Elizabeth  Hutchin¬ 
son  Jackson  who  came  to  the  Waxhaws  from  Carrickfergus,  Ireland. 

Robert  Crawford  married  Jean  White  about  1763  and  settled  down  in  one 
of  the  most  elaborate  residences  of  the  district.1T  Robert  Crawford’s  chil  ¬ 
dren  were:  Sarah,  Mary,  James,  Isabella,  William,  Robert,  Martha,  John, 
Jean,  and  Elizabeth  Crawford.  Their  story  appears  in  Wardlaw’s  GENEA¬ 
LOGY  OF  THE  WITHERSPOON  FAMILY.  The  family  of  James  Crawford 
consisted  of  three  older  and  two  younger  daughters  and  seven  sons.  The 
daughters  were  Martha,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Jennie.  Four  of 
them  were  married  by  1776  to  men  named  Jolin  Martin,  Isaac  Smith,  William 
Henderson,  and  John  L.  Patton.#  The  sons  of  James  Crawford  were: 
Thomas,  married  to  a  girl  named  Elizabeth;  Alexander,  married  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  Craighead;  John  who  married  a  Miss  Snead;  George;  James,  Jr.,  mar¬ 
ried  to  Christiana  White,  a  sister  of  his  Uncle  Robert’s  wife  Jean;  Joseph; 
and  William.** 


*  War  daw,  WITHERSPOON  FAMILY,  p.  87 

f  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  4.  It  is  possible  that  Jolin  C. 
Hanna  confused  the  birthplace  of  his  grandfather  with  that  of  his  great¬ 
grandfather.  It  appears  fairly  certain  that  if  James  Crawford,  Jr.,  was 
born  between  1755  and  1758 — the  dates  supplied  by  John  C.  Hanna- — his 
birthplace  was  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  since  Alexander  Crawford, 
another  son  of  James  Crawford,  Sr.,  born  September  28,  1750,  recorded  in 
his  pension  record  that  he  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania. 
(GENEALOGY  AND  HISTORY,  VI,  66.) 

jThis  relationship  was  figured  from  a  statement  of  John  Calvin  Hanna 
that  the  sisters  of  the  Reverend  John  Crawford,  Jr.,  were  second  cousins 
to  his  mother  who  was  the  daughter  of  James  Crawford,  Jr. 

§Crawford,  “Frontier  Life,”  p.  2.  John  Crawford,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
County  Antrim,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  about  1761  and  emigrated  to  America 
in  1782,  settling  in  the  Waxhaws  in  1785.  Norton,  HISTORY  OF  THE  PRES¬ 
BYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  ILLINOIS,  p.  44.) 

IT President  George  Washington  honored  this  house  with  his  presence  on 
May  27  and  28,  1791,  while  he  was  on  a  trip  to  the  South.  (DIARIES  OF 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  1748-1799,  edited  by  John  C.  Fitzpatrick,  Vol.  IV, 
1789-1799  (Boston:  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  1925),  185. 

#“Will  of  James  Crafford  of  the  Waxhaws,  South  Carolina,  Craven  Coun¬ 
ty”  (Probate  Court  of  Charleston  County,  South  Carolina,  “Will  Book,  1774- 
1779,”  p.  462.)  The  will  is  dated  September  25,  1776;  Sara  S.  Ervin,  SOUTH 
CAROLINIANS  IN  THE  REVOLUTION  (Ypsilanti,  Michigan:  University 
Litho-pr. inters,  1949),  p.  126. 

** CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD,  LXT1,  Part  3,11554;  Ervin,  SOUTH  CAR¬ 
OLINIANS  IN  THE  REVOLUTION,  p.  126;  J.  C.  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  5. 
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The  mother  of  these  children  was  Janet  Hutchinson  Crawford.  Since  she 
was  an  invalid,  an  active  woman  was  needed  to  supervise  her  home.  On  ' 
death  of  her  sister’s  husband  in  1767,  Mrs.  Jackson  took  up  her  permanent 
abode  in  this  capacity  in  the  Crawford  household.  A  few  days  later  she  gave 
birth  toher  third  son,  the  future  general  and  president  of  the  United  states 
whom  she  named  Andrew  after  his  deceased  father.* 

The  exact  house  at  which  Jackson  was  born  has  become  a  subject  of 
controversy  between  the  states  of  North  and  South  Carolina.  By  a  tradition 
in  the  Leslie  branch  of  the  Hutchinson  family,  the  event  was  believed  to 
have  occurred  at  the  home  of  Margaret  McEemey,  another  sister  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jackson.  This  belief  is  traceable  to  a  statement  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Lather,, 
made  in  her  old  age  and  repeated  by  her  descendants  thirty  years  after  her 
death,  that  she  as  a  small  child  of  seven,  had  accompanied  her  mother  to  the 
McKemey  home  on  the  night  Andrew  Jackson  was  born  there.  This  opinion, 
reduced  to  writing  by  General  Samuel  B.  Walkup,  a  lawyer  of  North  Caro- 
lina.  forms  the  basis  of  that  state’s  claim  that  Andrew  Jackson  was  born  in 
North  Carolina.  The  claim  of  South  Carolina  that  Andrew  Jackson  was  born 
at  the  home  of  James  Crawford,  which  was  within  the  boundary  of  that  state, 
rests  on  the  research  cf  A.  S.  Salley,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  the  Historical  Com¬ 
mission  of  South  Carolina,  and  ultimately  on  some  thirty  or  forty  assertions 
by  Jackson  in  letters,  speeches,  public  documents,  and  also  his  will.  In  a 
letter  to  James  H.  Witherspoon  on  August  11,  1824,  for  instance,  Jackson 
wrote:  “l  was  born,  as  I  have  been  told,  within  one  mile  of  the  Carolina 
road  crossing  of  Waxhaw  Creek  at  the  plantation  whereon  James  Crawford 
lived.” 

Even  before  the  birth  of  Andrew  Jackson,  James  Crawford  was  involved 
In  conflicting  claims  cf  North  and  South  Carolina.  The  dispute  at  that  time 
concerned  state  boundary  lines  and,  unfortunately,  the  Crawford  plantation 
was  situated  on  the  eleven  mile  strip  which  from  1764  to  1771  was  contested 
by  both  states.  La.w  was  on  the  side  of  South  Carolina— —a  survey  in  v  com¬ 
mission  had  discovered  in  1764  that  due  to  a  previous  error  the  line  then 
in  use  was  approximately  eleven  miles  south  of  the  thirty-fifth  parallel,  the 
actual  boundary  between  the  two  states.  Possession,  however,  was  on  the 
side  of  North  Carolina  by  whose  authority  the  Crawfords  held  title  to  their 
land.  Until  the  dispute  was  settled  in  1771,  bands  of  ' South  me iT  roamed 
the  countryside  at  intervals  asserting  the  claim  of  South  Carolina  to  the 
Waxhaws*  I  he  Crawfords,  'North  men’  by  necessity,  meanwhile  held  on  to 
their  property  by  sheer  physical  energy. 

A  compromise  between  North  and  South  Carolina  in  1771  settled  the  dis¬ 
pute  for  most  of  the  'North  men.,’  but  not  for  James  Crawford.  The  eleven 
miles  east  of  the  Indian  Reservation  ceded  to  North  Carolina  by  South  Car o- 
Una  in  exchange  for  an  eleven  mile  strip  west  of  the  Catawba  River  ended 
with  the  Salisbury- Charles  Town  Road— and  the  Crawford  plantation  lay  on 


*  CoRRL bp ONDENC E  OF  ANDRE 7/  JACKSON,  edited  by  John  Spencer 
Bassett  (Washington,  D.  C„:  Carnegie  Institute  of  Washington,  1926-1935), 
111,  265.  The  opinion  of  S.  H.  Walkup  have  been  reprinted  in  the  CONGRES¬ 
SIONAL  RECORD  for  June  13,  1926,  p p.  11535-40.  The  findings  of  A.  S. 
Salley  appear  in  the  February  23,  1922,  issue,  pp.  2959-2967.  For  further 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  Jackson’s  birthplace  see  the  CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD  for  May  24,  1928,  p.  10116  and  July  2,  1928,  p.  11312. 
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the  other  side.  James  Crawford,  however,  was  able  to  obtain  a  new  gr.mt 
from  South  Carolina  confirming  him  in  the  possession  of  his  land.* * * §  qy 
land,  tilled  by  slaves,  in  time  increased  eightfold  and  ran  all  the  way  to  t  i  • 
Catawba  River,  where  James  Crawford  built  a  grist  mill  and  refined 
into  liquor  for  himself  and  his  neighbors.!  Furthermore,  an  active  mar'  ? 
for  indigo,  corn,  and  barley  soon  enabled  him— already  a  well-to-do  mm, 
by  frontier  standards! — to  transform  his  log  cabin  into  a  comfortable  home 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  1778  the  British,  man  effort  to  subdue  th-Yr 
rebellious  colonists,  took  Savannah.  January  2, 1779,  found  James  Crawford, 
Jr.,  at  Black  Swamp,  where  he  served  forty -two  days  as  lieutenant  of  the 
Militia  of  South  Carolina  in-  an  attempt  to  halt  the  advance  of  the  Eng  i:.‘ 
through  his  state. §  On  June  20,  1779,  Captain  Robert  Crawford  advanced 
with  his  unit,  including  his  sons  and  nephews,  toward ‘the  British  garrisoned 
at  Stono Ferry.  James  Crawford,  Sr.,  took  charge  of  transporting  the  sup¬ 
plies. ft  During  the  encounter,  Hugh,  a  brother  of  Andrew  Jackson,  lost  bis 
life.  Before  the  year  was  complete,  the  senior  James  Crawford  was  also 
dead.# 

The  next  clash  of  the  Crawford  men  with  the  British  occurred  a  year 
later  when  on  May  12,  1780,  Robert  Crawford,  raised  to  the  rank  of  major, 
was  captured  by  the  British  at  Charleston.**  Released,  the  Major  broke  bis 
parole  and,  reorganizing  his  command  ox  mounted  militia,  joined  Gene  a 
Buford  at  a  creek  bottom  ten  miles  east  of  the  Waxhaws.  With  him  were 
the  sons  of  James  Crawford— Joseph,  William,  and  James,  Jr.  The  Ameri¬ 
can  force  was  surprised  and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  of  the  patriots  were 
killed  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  wounded.  The  Crawfords  were  among  the 
survivors. 

On  June  25,  1780,  Janies  Crawford,  Jr.,  joined  Sumter's  command.  ;  t 
On  August  6  of  the  same  year,  he  participated  in  the  contest  for  Hanging 
Rock,  a  fortified  position  of  the  British  near  the  Waxhaws.  The  battle  was 
long  and  bloody.  James  Crawford,  Jr.,  was  among  the  wounded.!  !  Tm 
days  later,  August  16,  1730,  Camden  was  surrendered  and  Sumter  fell  ba«  a 
to  defend  the  Waxhaws.  While  resting  at  Fishing  Creek  near  the  Waxhaws , 
he  was  attacked  by  Tarleton.  In.  the  contest  which  followed  William  and 
Joseph  Crawford  were  captured  and  marched  to  the  British  prison  ship  on 
Charles  Town.  Lord  Rawdon  took  up  his  quarters  in  Major  Crawford’-} 
house  and  it  was  there  that  Cornwallis  issued  the  confiscation  proclamation 
that 


Whereas,  not  withstanding  His  Majesty's  unparalleled  clem¬ 
ency  deluded  subjects  .  .  .  either  in  the  service  of  the  rebel 


*  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  12. 

t  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  15. 

t James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  6. 

§  South  Carolina,  “Revolutionary  Accounts,"  No.  F-371  (South  Carolina 
Archives,  Historical  Commission  of  South  Carolina,  Columbia.)  Photosta  u  c 


copy. 

IT South  Carolina,  “Revolutionary  Accounts,"  No.  Y-62.  Photostatic  copy . 
#Ervin,  SOUTH  CAROLINIANS  IN  THE  REVOLUTION,  p.  126. 

.♦♦James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  20. 

ft  South.  Carolina,  “Revolutionary  Accounts,"  No.  F-371. 

it  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  22. 
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Congress  or  by  abandoning  their  plantations  .  .  .  oppose  His 

estates^  8  JU,f  ,aild  lawful  au«.orlty  .  .  .  T  Have  ordered  ill 

sequestered  t0  **?  traitors  above  described  to  be 

sLxth  d-fv  nf*  o*  ‘  GTn  6r  my  hand  in  u,e  Waxhaws  this 
eighty.*  7  September’  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

ton^rv  fw  t’'o  Menf«  Ci-’U  War  followed-  ln  this  emergency  it  became  cus- 
lary  lor  t»e  militia  to  serve  as  guards  at  the  homes  ot  noted  soHir,- 

desirous  ol  spending  die  nlglu  wldi  Item  families.  La  the  spr“.  S  m , 

«*  <■»»■=>•  «  SSn  Sail, 

:  5  txiemfanr  a  Dana  qi  a  ones  advanced  on  the  hous«  and  in  tb*  am, 

»i5rrC^°1TO  again  wounded.!  Determined  to  s£p  *3 

wss  mot  at  t'.’r  w  h  a'l  °n  advanced  against  the  Waxhaw  settlement.  Ur 
.  s  mot  at  L»e  \v  axhaw church  by  Major  Crawford’s  squadron  of  fortv  tp" 

5S£c£«K2;  "re  *f“  —»  bm  ~  Sss 

he  attempted' V  elude  'iT  Captured  auer  lus  horse  mired  at  Cain  Creek  as 
attempted  to  elude  Ins  pursuers.?  The  next  day  the  lieutenant’s  lmr, . 

was  raided  by  the  British.  Pa.rton  described  the  incident  thus! 

Regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  house  was  occupied  by  the 
de:enoo.ess  wife  and  young  children  of  a  wounded  soldier 
0/'af00(us’  brutalized  by  this  mean  partisan  warfare,  be- 

hn  1  d®str°y>  Wlta  Wlld  ri°t  and  r.oise,  the  contents  of  Uie 
house.  Crockery,  glass,  and  furniture  were  dashed  to  pieces- 
beds  emptied;  the  clothing  o!  the  family  torn  to  rams -even 

the  clothes  of  the  infant  that  Mrs.  Crawford  carried  in  her 
arms  were  not  spared.5 

,  ^ooerL  aiKi  Andrew  Jackson  were  seized  at  Thomas  Pi^rfnrd'\’ 

So®  ^tcamdfn"6  ^  °fJ’S  Capture’  and  were  taken  to  the 

Robert  was  a  rernsp  '  A~  C“mp  v;as  “u''ClCd  wlth  smallpox  and  in  two  days 
son  si  out *  r  o-OOU  af  Andrew  wasout  of  danger  Elizabeth  Jack- 

whoHv  sRk  vithThi  w  ^  \°nU1'se  her  nephews,  William  and  Joseph, 

T  ,y  ®  c‘5  :  th  shlp  fever  m  the  British  prison  vessel  there  she  fnkd 

beyond  help,  William  was  saved  but  at  the*  cost  of  his 

ITthefan  oi  imT  CkS°n  C°ntraCted  the  dreaded  disease  and  died 

The  following  experience  of  James  Crawford,  Jr.,  must  have  occurred 

related  ttot  Ms’JrtStte?  ^  WUch  foUows  John  Calvta  Hanna 

was  engaged  in  some  one  of  the  battles  of  the  southern  por- 

rnPf°"  in  aTy  aga“St  016  Britisb'  1  think  the  battle  of 
GuiJord  Courthouse,  and  was  shot  through  the  body  and  left 

}  those  who  gathered  up  the  wounded,  who  supposed  he  was 


PROVINCE^6  Jv^t0n?  CAM^IGNS  °F  WO-im  IN  THE  SOUTHERN 
1  u‘~ '  u  C£.&,  cited  uy  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN  o  '’a 

t  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  26 

tParton,  ANDREW  JACKSON,  I,  88. 

SParton,  ANDREW  JACKSON,  I,  88. 
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dead.  Afterwards  he  was  found  by  a  British  soldier  with 
whom  he  had  been  acquainted  in  Ireland  who  recognized  him 
and  finding  that  lie  was  not  dead,  exclaimed/' Why,  Jeemes, 
what  are  you  doing  here?”  He  then  took  him  to  a  cabin  near 
the  battleground,  the  house  of  a  Tory.  The  man  was  absent 
from  home,  perhaps  with  the  British  army  or  the  Tory  por¬ 
tion  of  it.  This  British  soldier  requested  the  woman  to  take 
what  care  she  could  of  him  till  his  friends  might  come*  At 
night  when  the  Tory  came  home  and  found  him,  a  Whig  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  house,  he  took  him  by  the  feet  and  dragged  him 
out  and  left  him  on  the  bare  ground,  and  then  inserted  the 
point  of  his  sword  into  the  wound  made  by  the  ball  and  ripped 
him  open  between  his  ribs  and  supposing  he  had  now  finished 
him,  he  left  him.  He  lay  ther e  till  morning,  when  the  Tory 
left  home  fearing  to  remain  at  home  in  the  daytime  lest  he 
might  be  seen  by  the  Whigs  and  captured  or  shot.  When  he 
left,  his  wife  assisted  the  wounded  man,  who  was  still  living 
contrary  to  all  expectations,  into  the  house  and  laid  him  on 
the  bed  or  pallet  on  the  floor  where  he  remained  through 
the  day,  the  sympathizing  woman  rendering  him  what  assist¬ 
ance  she  could,  still  with  no  expectation  of  his  living  over  a 
few  hours.  Late  that  evening  two  women  drove  up  to  the 
cabin  with  a  sled.  One  of  these  was  his  wife  and  the  other 
was  his  aunt,  the  mother  of  Andrew  Jackson,  the  future  gen¬ 
eral  and  President.  It  was  too  late  to  find  the  corpse  that 
night  that  they  came  for  it  and  they  came  to  the  cabin  to 
stay  till  morning.  After  coming  in  and  finding  there  was  a 
wounded  soldier  in  the  cabin  they  went  to  the  pallet  to  look 
at  him  and  help  do  something  for  him  and  to  their  surprise 
they  found  him  to  be  the  young  husband  of  the  one  and  the 
nephew  of  the  other.* 

On  October  19,  1781,  Cornwallis  surrendered  at  Yorktown,  The  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  was  in  effect  over,  although  Charleston  remained  in  trie  hands 
of  the  British  until  December,  1782.  On  December  12,  1781,  William  Craw¬ 
ford  sent  in  the  following  claim  to  the  state  of  South  Carolina  for  damages 
sustained  during  the  war: 

One  Bay  Horse,  Brand  unknown  to  the  appraisers— Value 
150  pounds.  «  .  .  Waggon,  Gears  and  hand  screw  taken  in  Beau¬ 
fort's  defeat.  .  .  .  One  horse  lost  at  Hanging  Rock.  Pay  as 
Sentinel,  adjutant,  issuing  commissionary. t 

James  Crawford,  Jr.,  waited  until  September  9,  1783  to  file  his  claim: 

From  January  2, 1779- — forty-two  days  as  lieutenant  at  Black 
Swamp.  June  23,  1700  to  March  10,  1781,  two  hundred  nr  > 
sixty  three  days  with  Sumter.  Two  horses  taken  in  action, 

April  20,  178.14 


*John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  5. 
t South  Carolina,  “Revolutionary  Accounts  Audited,”  No.  1594. 
■tSoutli  Carolina,  “Revolutionary  Accounts,”  F-371. 
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William's  claim  totaled  .1,625  pounds,  for  which  he  received  190  poinrl' 
stoiilng;.3*  3 am estr awf  or  d ,  Junior's  claim  amounted  to  542  pounds.  He  • 
awarded  a  final  settlement  of  71  pounds,  12  sliUlings,  3  pence,  and  3  f‘r. 
things,  payable  December  18,  1786.  Like  many  another  patriot  James  s:/. 
Ins  receipt  to  a  speculator!  and  chalked  up  his  loss  as  the  price  of  libci  • 

The  end  of  the  war  brought  with  it  opportunities  for  westward  migration! 
William  Crawford  left  the  Waxhaws  in  1784  to  study  law  with  Andrew  Jack-' 
sonin  Hie  Macay  establishment  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  He  died  w hin 
still  young,  j  Alexander  Crawford  moved  to  Davidson  County,  Tennessee 
in  17u9,  and  in  1808  to  Maury  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  died  in  1837 
At  the  solicitation  of  Andrew  Jackson,  who  had  quickly  become  comfortably 
situated  in  Middle  Tennessee,  James  Crawford,  Jr.,  settled  in  Wilson  Coi  .  y 
in  tliat  state .11  A  transfer  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  from  An¬ 
drew/  Jaclcson  to  James  Crawford  is  recorded  at  the  courthouse  in  Lebar^ 
under  date  of  August. 9,  1809.#  The  land,  bordering  Lick  Pond  Creek^a 
branch  of  Stone  River,  was  purchased  at  Hie  price  of  one  dollar  an  acre, 
1  here  James  Crawford,  although  severely  handicapped  by  the  wounds  he  had 
received  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  engaged  in  farming.**  Both  James 
aii-i  Christiana  Crawford,  his  wife,  died  in  Wilson  County,  victims  of  an 

imluenza  epidemic  which  toon  so  many  lives  in  Tennessee  in  Hie  sprint  o* 
181 6. ff  "  & 

The  children  of  James  and  Christiana  Crawford  were:  Sarah,  Isabella, 
Henrietta,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Jane,  William  White,  James  Leslie,  and 
Audi  ew  Jackson  Crawford.  Sarah  Crawford  married  the  Reverend  John 
Spinks, and  Henrietta,  Joseph  Glass.  Margaret,  Jane,  and  Elizabeth  Craw- 
f Cu u  max iiec<  the  tnree  Hanna  brothers,  George  XL,  William  P,,  and  James 
L.  i  espectively a  William  White  Crawford  settled  in  Summerville,  Ten- 
neosce,  liecai  x  ieci  the  title  of  Colonel. §§  Andrew  Jackson  Crawford  was  a 
Presbyterian  minister.  lie  also  served  as  Registrar  of  the  United  States 
land  office  at.  Demopolis,  Alabama,  from  June  5,  1833  to  April  8,  1837,  ob¬ 
taining  the  appointment  through  Hie  influence  of  his  father's  cousin  for  whom 
he  had  been  named. Ufl 


♦James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  32. 

T  South  Carolina,  "Revolutionary  Accounts"  F-371. 
iSamuel  G.  Ileiskell,  ANDREW  JACKSON  AND  EARLY  TENNESSEE 
HISTORY  (Nashville,  Tennessee:  Ambrose  Printing  Company,  1918),  p.  294; 
3ohn  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,"  p.  5. 

§  GENEALOGY  AND  HISTORY,  VI,  No.  7  (November  15,  19-15),  66. 
YWardlaw,  WTTHERSP CON  FAMILY,  p.  96. 

#Wilson  County,  Tennessee,  "Deed  Book,"  E,  64. 

* C ORRE S.P ON' D  r/N  C  E  Or  ANDREW  JACKSON,  XT,  372.  Jackson  wrote 
i  .aL  Hie  injuries  of  James  Crawford  "crippled  him  all  Ills  life  and  rendered 
incapable  of  providing  for  his  family  and  all  he  had  to  leave  them  were 
high  character  for  moral  honesty  and  english  education#" 
ttJohn  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,"  p.  11. 

•tfJolm  Calvin  Hanna,  "Autobiography,"  p.  5. 

§£jo!ui  Calvin  Ilanna,  "Autobiography,"  p.  25. 

IT  ■; CORRESi- ONDuiNC.l.  OF  ANDREW  JACKSON,  V,  71;  Letter  of  Edgar 
B.  Carroll,  Personnel  Officer  of  the  United  States  Department  of  the  Inte¬ 
rior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  December  10,  1052. 
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B.  THE  HAMILTON  FAMILY 


The  Revolution  of  1688,  which  the  English  accomplished  almost  vithom 
bloodshed,  was  long  and  cruelly  fought  in  Ireland,  where  the  great  land 
settlements  of  the  Scotch-Irish  under  Queen  Elizabeth,  King  James  I.  and 
Cromwell  made  the  old  race  and  religious  differences  between  the  Irish  ana 
the  Scots  all  the  more  bitter.  Whereas  the  greater  part  of  the  Catholic  Irish 
remained  loyal  to  King  James  IT  during  this  struggle,  the  Scotch-Iris)  Prot¬ 
estants  of  northern  Ireland  took  up  arms  in  favor  of  William  and  Alary. 
Among  those  names  affixed  to  an  address  of  loyalty  to  William  and  Mary  bv 
the  Nor tli -of -Ireland  defenders  of  Londonderry  during  the  siege  of  that  cite 
from  April  19  to  June  30,  1689,  appear  Andrew,  Arthur,  John,  and  William 
Hamilton.  George  and  James  Hamilton  were  among  the  officers  who  on 
April  10,  1689,  agreed  to  stand  by  their  posts  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
Protestant  claimants  to  the  English  throne.* 

Joanna  Knox,  a  daughter  of  George  Knox,  who  was  killed  in  the  siege  of 
Londonderry,  married  into  the  Hamilton  family  about  1700.  As  a  child  she 
with  other  children  from  the  besieged  city  had  been  driven  up  before  the 
walls  of  the  town  in  an  attempt  to  induce  their  fathers  to  open  the  gates  of  the 
fortress.!  JoanruFs  uncle,  according  to  family  tradition,  foiled  a  treacher¬ 
ous  attempt  of  the  commander  of  Londonderry  to  surrender  to  the  forces  oi 
James  II.  Of  this  incident  John  Calvin  Hanna  stated: 


The  matter  being  thus  arranged,  the  French  marched  up  to 
enter  the  fortress  and  the  Protestants  stood  in  earnest  ex¬ 


pectation  all  in  readiness,  waiting  for  the  command  to  fire. 
It  did  not  come.  The  French  drew  near.  Old  Knox  weighed 
the  matter  carefully  till  at  length  he  came  to  the  conclusion 


that  the  command  could  not  come  at  a  better  tune.  He  pre¬ 
pared  his  gun  and  said,  “Live  or  die,  1/11  niver  git  a  better 
shot  than  noow,”  and  with  that  he  fired  upon  the  French. 
Each  man  of  the  Protestants  supposed  that  the  command  had 
been  given  and  he  had  not.  heard  it;  except  nearest  to  Air. 
Knox.  They  all  fired  and  then  kept  it  up  till  the  French  were 
so  badly  cut  to  pieces  that  what  were  left  of  them  fled  and 
the  treacherous  commander  of  Hie  fort  also  fled  arid  took 
refuge  with  them,  j 


One  of  the  children  of  Joanna  Knox  was  George  Hamilton.  He  immigrated 
to  America,  most  probably  to  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  §  where  large 


♦Charles  A;  Hanna,  THE  SCOTCH-IRISH,  I,  612. 
t  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  3. 

I  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  3. 

§  There  are  many  records  of  Hamiltons  at  the  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 
Courthouse.  Parti  cularly  significant  is  a  will  dated  June  23, 184 8  of  a  3 :  •  n  , . 
Hamilton  in  which  a  brother  Hance  and  nephews  Thomas  and  lamer  a »v 
mentb  .  (Lancaster  County, Pennsylvania,  “Will  Book,”  Lancaster  Coun - 
ty  Courthouse,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  I,  190.)  See  Infra  p.  72 
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numbers  of  the  Scotch  “Irish  were  settling.  His  first  wife's  name  is  not 
known,  but  by  her  he  had  two  children,  Thomas,  bora  1744,  and  William, 
The  second  wife  of  George  Hamilton  was  Frances  Brown,  who  lived  to  a 
venerable  old  age*  and  was  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Ranee, 
Hannah,  Elizah,  Eleazar,  George,  Joanna,  James,  Joseph,  David,  Margaret, 
Robert,  and  John  Hamilton.! 

On  February  22,  1759, George  Hamilton  secured  from  the  Earl  of  Gran¬ 
ville  a  grant  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  North  Buffalo  Creekf 
in  what  was  later  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  Many  of  the  Scotch-Irish 
from  Pennsylvania  were  locating  in  this  region  because  of  the  healthful  cli¬ 
mate,  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  low  rates  at  which  the  Granville  tracts 
were  sold. 

In  1760  the  Hamiltons  became  members  of  the  Buffalo  Church,  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  congregation  organized  about  two  miles  north  of.  Greensboro.  The 
deeply  religious  faith  of  the  Hamilton  family  can  be  sensed  in  the  introduc¬ 
tory  paragraph  of  William  Hamilton's  will: 

In  the  name  of  God  amen.  The  26th  day  of  May  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

I,  William  Hamilton,  of  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina, 
being  in  health  thanks  be  given  to  God  for  it  but  calling  to 
mind  the  mortality  of  my  body  and  knowing  that  it  is  appoint¬ 
ed  for  all  men  once  to  die  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last 
will  and  Testament:  that  is  to  say  principally  and  first  of 
all  I  give  and  recommend  my  soul  unto  the  hands  of  God 
who  gave  it  and  for  my  body  I  recommend  it  to  the  earth  to 
be  buried  in  a  Christian  manner  at  the  discretion  of  my  ex¬ 
ecutors  not  doubting  but  at  the  General  Resurrection  I  shall 
receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  and  as 
touching  such  worldly  estate  wherewith  it  lias  pleased  God 
to  bless  me  in  this  life,  I  .  .  .  etc.§ 

The  immediate  vicinity  in  which  the  Hamilton  family  resided  was  the 
scene  of  much  of  the  activities  of  the  North  Carolina  Regulators,  an  an- 
sociation  formed  by  the  pioneers  when  their  discord  with  governmental 
officials  reached  a  breaking  point.  The  grievances  of  which  the  colonists 
most  frequently  complained  revolved  around  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  illegal  and  exorbitant  fees  and  oppressive  taxes  by  the  agents  of  the 


♦The  death  of  Frances  Brown  Hamiltonoccurred  between  1786,  when  her 
signature  appears  with  that  of  her  husband's  on  a  deed  for  the  sale  of  land, 
and  1792,  when  George  Hamilton's  signature  alone  appears  on  a  record  of 
land  transfer.  (Guilford  County,  “Deed  Book,"  IV,  100  and  V,  438.) 

t  John  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,"  p.  4;  Davidson  County,  Tennessee, 
“Wills,"  I  and  IT,  114;  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  “Deed  Book,"  VI, 
545;  Samuel  Meek  Rankin,  BUFFALO  CHURCH  AND  HER  PEOPLE  (Greens¬ 
boro,  North  Carolina:  J.  J.  Stone,  1934,)  p.  30. 

IGuilford  County,  North  Carolina,  “Deed  Book,"  VI,  545. 

The  Earl  of  Granville  was  the  son  of  Sir  George  Carteret  to  whom  the 
tract  had  been  granted  when  he  and  seven  other  noblemen  received  a  ci-  rtus 
from  King  Cliarles  II  to  found  a  colony  in  North  America. 

§Guilford  County,  “Will  Book,"  A,  156. 
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government  and  the  granting  of  title  for  the  same  land  by  the  representative-:, 
of  Granville  to  different  people  over  and  over  again.  When  the  protests  «.  f 
the  settlers  were  ignored,  the  officials  were  seized  and  whipped,  courts 
were  interrupted,  and  the  homes  of  judges  burned.  A  slight  glimpse  of  ti 
part  played  by  one  of  the  Hamiltons  in  the  Regulator  Movement  is  contain*-:- 
in  the  following  quotation  from  John  H.  Wheeler's  HISTORICAL  SKETCH L  . 
OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  FROM  1584  to  1851: 


John  Lea,  Sheriff  of  Orange,  in  attempting  to  serve  a  war¬ 
rant  on  Hanson  Hamilton,,  was  attacked  by  John  Pigh  and 
other  regulators  and  beaten  severely** 


On  May  16,  1771,  the  famous  battle  of  Alamance  was  fought  between  the 
Regulators  and  Governor  William  Tryon,  who  had  marched  an  army  into 
the  disaffected  region.  Although  the  rebellion  v/as  crushed,  the  British  had 
been  forced  to  correct  the  most  glaring  of  their  malpractices. 

For  the  Whigs  of  Guilford  County,  the. battle  of  the  Alamance  was  but  the 
prelude  to  a  more  successful  rebellion  against  tyranny— the  American  Revo¬ 
lution.  From  the  1  *  Autobiography' '  of  John  Calvin  Hanna  it  is  known  that 
some  of  the  Earn  11  tons  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Guilford  Courthouse  which 
v/as  fought  during  the  Revolution  within  hearing  distance  of  the  Hamilton 
liome.f  Public  records  back  his  statement.  James,  George,  Jr* * §,  and  Robert 
Hamilton  later  moved  to  that  part  of  Tennessee  which  was  reserved  for  sol¬ 
diers  from  North  Carolina.^  Thomas  Hamilton  was  a  pensioner.  §  The  name 
of  Hance  Hamilton  appears  on  the  roll  of  the  7th  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
which  he  served  as  a  surgeon. If  • 

Those  of  the  Hamiltons  who  remained  in  Guilford  County  after  the  war 
took  their  place  among  the  leaders  of  the  community.  In  1779  Thomas 
Hamilton  laid  the  boundary  Line  between  Guilford  and  the  newly  erected  coun¬ 
ty  of  Randolph,  North  Carolina.#  From  1784  to  1789  John  Hamilton  repre¬ 
sented  Guilford  County  in  the  House  of  Commons,  North  Carolina  General 
Assembly.**  In  1785  he  was  appointed  to  run  the  dividing  line  between  Guil¬ 
ford  and  Rockingham  County;  in  1786  to  build  a  pillory  and  stocks  for  Gu  i  l  ¬ 
ford  County, ft  2nd  in  February,  1800,  he  v/as  commissioned  to  judge  the 
paper  currency  in  the  county  and  to  establish  standards  of  weights  and 


f  *  (New  York:  Frederick  H.  Hitchcock,  1825),  p.  57.  A  reprint  of  t' 
original  edition. 

tJohn  Calvin  Hanna,  “ Autobiography,"  p.  4. 

tRankin,  BUFFALO  CHURCH  AND  HER  PEOPLE,  p.  195. 

§  COLONIAL  RECORDS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  XXIX,  69. 

VFrcncis  B.  Heitman,  HISTORICAL  REGISTER  OF  OFFICERS  OF  Ti  d 
CONTINENTAL  ARMY  DURING  TEE  WAR  OP  THE  REVOLUTION,  APRIL. 
1775  TO  DECEMBER,  1783  (Washington,  D.C.:  Rare  Book  Shop  Publish!;  .: 
Company,  1914),  p.  270;  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  North  Can¬ 
tina,  ROSTER  OF  SOLDIERS  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA  IN  THE  AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION  (Durham,  North  Carolina:  Seeman  Press,  1932),  p.2*L. 

#  Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  4 'Minute  Docket,  of  Court  of  -Reas  a; 
Quarter  Session  1782-1788, ”  quoted  by  Sallie  W.  Stockard,  THE  LI  ST  OR 
OF  GUILFORD  COUNTY  (Knoxville:  Gaut -Ogden,  1902),  p.  38. 

** Wheeler,  HISTORY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  p.  183. 
ffStockard,  HISTORY  OF  GUILFORD  COUNTY,  pp.  37-30. 
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measurements.* * * §  Dr.  Hance  Hamilton  was  elected  sheriff  in  1786  and  ;  -  ■ 
in  1738.  In  1750  another  Hance  Hamilton  replaced  John  Hamilton  as  r_  ■ 
ber  of  the  Rouse  of  Commons  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1797. 
was  elected  senator  of  his  district  in  the  years  17S8  and  1800.|  in  ;  ' 
he  was  authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  to  compile  a  list  of  t?v- 
in  Guilford  County  and  in  February,  1797,  to  be  justice  of  the  peace jf  y 
first  fedei  al  census  enumerates  the  following  Haniiltons  as  residpr 
Guilford  County,  North  Carolina  in 

Name  Males 

Over  16 

George  Hamilton  2 

Hance  Hamilton  3 

John  Hamilton  1 

Thomas  Hamilton  1 

The  Ham  >1  tons  who  moved  onto  Tennessee  in  the  post-war  period  Toe- 
in  Davidson  and  Sumner  counties.  William  Hamilton  was  drowned  wh  r 
tlrrown  from  his  horse  into  the  Cumberland  River  while  on  a  visit  to  ' 
relatives  in  the  Mere  District  in  1785.1F  He  willed  his  land  in  the  Cumber¬ 
land  settlement  to  his  nephew,  George  Hamilton,  Jr.  Ramsey's  ANNALS  c; 
TENNESSEE  has  a  statement  that  in  February  of  1788 

the  Indians  came  to  Bledsoe's  Station,  in  the  night  time,  and 
wounded  George  Hamilton  and  went  off.# 


750. 


Mai  os  F e  ma  1  e  s  Slave  s  • 

Under  16 

0  12 

*  2  14 

0  4  6 

0  1  0 


Xhe  aeeos  of  Davidson  County  show  many  purchases  of  land  by  a  Jr-: 

Hamilton,  the  earliest  being  a  tract  on  Stone  River,  purchased  March  E 
178G.**  . . 


It  is  not  known  when  George  Hamilton,  Sr.,  removed  to  Tennessee.  Land 
records  in  Guiliord  County  indicate  that  he  sold  carts  of  his  land  there  » 
May  of  1786|t  and  August  of  17024$  Final  disposition  of  all  his  land  ; 
North  Carolina, however,  was  not  made  until  after  his  death  in  1786.§§  T... 
will  of  George  Hamilton  stated  that  his  sons,  David  and  Joseph,  were  als . 
residents  of  Davidson  County,  Tennessee. 


♦Guilford  County,  North  Carolina,  "Minute  Docket,  1783-1811,"  quoted 
by  Stockard,  HISTORY  OF  GUILFORD  COUNTY,  p.  43. 

f Wheeler,  HISTORICAL  SKETCHES  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  p.  185. 
^ccx>rdmg  to  +he  COLONIAL  RECORDS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  VoL  XXI, 
Kmice  Hamilton,  tlie  Surgeon,  died  in  December,  1789 

t  Stockard,  HISTORY  OF  GUILFORD  COUNTY,  pp.  33  and  40. 

§  United  States,  Department  of  Commerce,  HEADS  OF  FAMILIES  AT 
I  utt'T  CENSUS,  i  .SO,  NORTH  CAROLINA  (Washington!  Government  Print¬ 
ing  Press,  1908),  pp.  153-154. 

Violin  Calvin  Hanna,  “Autobiography,”  p.  4:  Guilford  County,  North 
Carolina,  “Wills,”  A,  130. 

//Ramsey,  ANNALS  OF  TENNESSEE,  p.  478. 

**• ‘index  to  Deeds  of  DavidsonCoimty,”  County  Register’s  Cilice,  Nash- 
ville,  Tennessee. 

ft  Guilford  County,  ‘"Deed  Book,"  TV,  100. 

ttGuilford  County,  "‘Deed  Book,"  V,  438. 

5  SDavidson  County,  "Wills,"  1, 45;  Guilford  County,  "Deed  Book,"  VI,  545. 
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In  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  in  Carrickfergus,  a  small  city 
nine  miles  from  Belfast,  in  Antrim  County,  Ireland,  lived  a  spinner  of  line- a 
named  Cyrus  Hutchinson*  and  his  daughters,  six  in  number.  The  Hutchin- 
sons  were  not  Irish  but  Scotch,  the  ancestors  of  the  family  having  settled 
in  Ulster  at  the  time  of  the  plantation  of  Ireland  by  James  I  in  1007. 

To  secure  a  living  wage,  the  Hutchinson  girls  were  obliged  to  toil  from 
sunrise  to  sunset  and  not  infrequently  far  into  the  night.  For  this  rea  -on 
the  sisters  one  after  the  other  joined  the  flood  of  immigrants  to  America. 
Margaret,  the  eldest  of  the  girls,  joined  her  husband,  George  McKemev, 
about  1749  in  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina. t  There  is  a  disagree¬ 
ment  among  historians  as  to  whether  Janet  Hutchinson  was  married  to 
James  Crawford  in  Ireland  or  in  Pennsylvania.  At  any  rate  by  1750  she 
had  settled  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania, $  Mary  and  Sarah  Hutchin¬ 
son  seem  to  have  crossed  the  ocean  unmarried  about  1760  and  having  found 
husbands  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  brothers,  John  and  Samuel  Leslie,  accom¬ 
panied  them  to  the  Waxhaws,  where  John  settled  on  Camp  Creek  in  South 
Carolina  and  Samuel  north  of  Wax  haw  Creek.S  In  1765  Elizabeth  Hutchinson, 
her  husband,  Andrew  Jackson,  and  her  two  small  sons,  Hugh  and  Robert, 
reached  the  Wax  haw  settlement.  She  was  probably  accompanied  by  her 
sister  Janet  since  James  Crawford  migrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  South 
Carolina  in  that  same  year.  The  Crawfords  settled  on  Waxhaw  Creek  in  the 
center  of  the  settlement,  but  the  Jacksoiis  located  on  the  banks  of  Twelve 
Mile  Creek,  where  laud  was  cheaper. H  Grace,  the  last  of  the  Hutchinson 
sisters  to  migrate  to  America,  married  James  Crow  in  the  Waxhaws  and 
settled  near  Landsford,  South  Carolina.  When  she  or  her  two  brothers-  a  r¬ 
rived  is  not  known. 

Only  a  description  of  Elizabeth  and  Janet  Hutchinson  survives  the  century  .. 
The  former  is  said  to  have  been  “a  dumpy,  little  red-headed  Irish  woman, 
always  knitting,  always  busy,  respected  and  loved  by  everybody.”**  Janet 
is  pictured  as  talkative  and  sickly  .ft  Elisabeth  Hutchinson  Jackson  died 


♦Virkus,  Abridged  Compendium  of  American  Genealogy,  III,  372.  The 
account  mentions  the  fact  that  Cyrus  Hutchinson  fought  at  the  Battle  of 
Carr  ickfergus . 

f CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD,  LX Vn,  Part  10  (69th  Congress,  1st  Ses¬ 
sion),  11550;  D.  A.  Thompkins,  HISTORY  OF  MECKLENBURG  COUNT V . 
(Charlotte,  North  Carolina:  Observer  Printing  Company,  1903),  n,  84. 

f GENEALOGY  AND  HISTORY,  VI,  No.  7  (November  15,  1945),  66. 

§  CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD,  LXVH,  Part  10,  11553;  James,  BORDER 
CAPTAIN,  pp.  3  and  5. 

HP  art  on,  ANDREW  JACKSON,  I,  49. 

^DICTIONARY  OF  AMERICAN  BIOGRAPHY,  “Andrew  Jackson,”  IX 
(1932),  527. 

♦♦CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD,  LXXX  (70th  Congress,  1st  Session), 
Part  9,  9738. 

ft  James,  BORDER  CAPTAIN,  p.  4. 
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In  November,  1781;*  Margaret  Hutchinson  McKemey,  in  1790-t  and 
Hutchinson  Leslie,  in  18084 


♦CORRESPONDENCE  OF  ANDREW  JACKSON,  HI,  265 
1  CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD,  LXVH,  Part  10,  11552 
tCONGRF. SSIONAL  RECORD,  LXVH,  Part  10,  13  553. 
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D.  THE  WHITE  FAMILY 


Moses  White  and  his  wife,  Mary  Campbell,  emigrated  from  the  north  of 
Ireland  to  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  about  1742**  It  is  probable  t ;  . ,  r 
his  sons  were:  William,  George,  Joseph,  Stephen,  Hugh,  Henry,  and  hlo-r 
Jr.  From  Lancaster  County,  the  family  moved  south— -some  sett.Umr  a. 
North  Carolina  and  others  in  the  upper  part  cl  South  Carolina.  The  n  c 
that  located  in  the  Waxhaws  arrived  there  between  the  years  1750  and  175  h. 

It  is  probable  that  George  White,  son  of  Moses  White,  moved  to  Williams¬ 
burg,  Virginia.  There  is  a  land  grant  of  five  hundred  acres  on  Lynch  Creek 
to  a  George  white  under  date  of  1782.  Joseph  White,  son  of  Moses  WMtc, 
married  Elizabeth  Russel.  It  is  said  that  Andrew  Jackson  lived  with  him 
after  he  left  the  home  of  his  uncle,  James  Crawford.  Joseph's  son,  Hugh 
married  Elizabeth  Spratt,  daughter  of  the  first  settler  in  the  Waxhaws,  He 
later  became  secretary  of  the  commission  for  regulating  Indian  affairs. 
Henry  White,  son  of  Moses  White,  became  one  of  the  original  trustees  e( 
Waxhaw  Church.f  Moses  White,  Jr.,  probably  settled  in  Rowan  County, 
North  Carolina.  His  son  James  married  Mary  Lawson  and  became  tie 
founder  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  Another  son  of  Moses,  Jr,,  Hugh  Lawson 
White,  was  an  eminent  jurist  and  president  of  the  United  States  Senate. 

William  White,  son  of  Moses  White,  married  a  girl  named  Sarah,  v.e 
died  about  1700;  and  his  wife,  according  to  her  grandson,  Governor  Stephen 
Decatur  Miller,  in  l‘it’8,  aged  ninety  years, $  Their  children  were:  Jean, 
who  married  Major  Robert  Crawford,  of  the  Waxhaws;  Hugh  who  marrU  1 
his  cousin  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  White;  Margaret  Mary,  who  married 
Jesse  Miller  and  became  the  mother  of  a  future  governor  of  South  Carolina; 
Isabella;  Christiana,  who  married  James  Crawford,  Jr.;  John;  Hoses,  who 
was  born  in  1763  and  who  married  Jane  Miller,  daughter  of  Stephen  Miller; 
and  a  daughter,  name  unknown,  who  married  Captain  McClure,  WIN 3 am 
White's  son  Hugh  was  captured  by  the  Indians.  He  made  good  Ms  escape 
hut  did  not  return  to  his  family. 


♦Where  the  source  is  not  otherwise  Indicated,  the  data  on  the  White 
family  has  been  obtained  from  pages  95  and  96  of  the  GENEALOGY  OF  THE 
WITHERSPOON  FAMILY  compiled  by  Joseph  G.  Wardlaw. 

w  tOeeds  transferring  land  for  the  Waxhaw  Church  to  the  trustees,  among 
whom  was  “Henry  White,  Planter"  are  recorded  in  Anson  County,  North 
Carolina,  ‘Deed  Book,"  V,  12,  125,  136.  (Cited  in  Robert  Meriwether, 
EXPANSION  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1723-1765,  Kingsport:  Southern  Pub¬ 
lishers,  Inc.,  1840,  p.  144.) 

t According  to  the  historian  Ramsay,  Mrs.  William  White  lived  uatU  V  Do - 
(David  Ramsay,  THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA  FROM  ITS  FIRST 
SETTLEMENT  IN  1670  TO  THE  YEAR  1808,  Charleston:  David  La  ryvocth, 
1809,  pn  422.) 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  ESSAY 

/ 

In  a  paper  of  this  scope,  concerned  primarily  with  a  rattier  iiuv  :  (  . 

family,  material  written  directly  by  or  about  members  oi  it  ,, 

rutmally,  ue  very  meager.  The  present  writer,  however,  was  foruo 

0cat,T!  ^fyef .  Mrrfs  ™  the  Hanna  family,  the  most  import, sn  r,'  ••  •  , ' ! 
"al!  the  Autobiographical  Sketch  of  John  Calvin  Hanna.”  GiU<  -  v  - 
extraordinary  memory  for  details,  Mr.  Hanna,  who  as  a  bov  had  I  ;  -X‘ 
the  frontier  in  Tennessee  and  southern  Illinois,  recorded  in 
many  interesting  incidents  of  the  pioneering  experiences  of  his  iamb  -  p 
cause  he  scrupulously  distinguished  facts  from  opinions,  his  ac«^'  ■ 
unusually  valuable  from  a  historian's  point  of  view.'  UnfortunSeW. TA -  " : 
he  relied  solely  on  his  memory  and  the  notes  he  had  collected  t)  —  ■  •  • 
years  and  made  no  attempts  to  supplement  his  personal  knowieb.v-  bel  • 
io..tmg  down  his  life's  sketch.  Kis  manuscript,  written  in  186S  and  add:  :i 
m  xbl0>  was  discovered  among  his  papers  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lm/m 
Thompson,  ox  Chicago,  Illinois,  some  fifteen  years  after  his  death.  Ir.  ]•  y. 
his  son,  John  Calvin  Hanna,  Jr.,  state  supervisor  of  high  schools  H  iilm 
had  copies  made  of  it.  Unable  to  locate  the  original,  draft,  the  author  c  .  - 

thesis  used  one  of  these  copies— fifty-four  single  spaced,  typed  nag:;-  -  ... 
nowm  the  possession  of  Miss  Margaret  Morrison  Hanna,  of  Normal*  Him  • 
The  'Genealogy  of  the  J.  E.  Y.  and  M.  A.  Hanna  Family.  Commit  dv 
James  Edward  Young  Hanna' '  proved  another  valuable  famUy  paper.*  As  t  . 
title  suggests,  the  work  deals  more  with  tlie  genealogy  of  the  family  tlnn 
with  iis  history.  One  of  the  older  settlers  in  Pope  County,  Mr.  James  E.  E. 
Hanna  received  numerous  requests  to  write  up  his  recollections  of  the  Yai . 
aays.  it  may  well  be  tliat  while  complying  with  these  various  solicit.  :i  •  3 
he  recognized  the  historic  importance  of  a  compilation  of  the  records  ci  m> 
kich  according  to  nis  own  statement,  was  completed  m  ;.<  r  0 .  a- 
skier  able  work  and  correspondence  in  1905.  Carefully  inscribed  .by  haul 
on  e ? gncy-t ar  ee  pages  cx  a  notebook,  thirty-one  pages  of  which  refer  to  t  , 
Hanna  family,  the  Genealogy  'is  now  the  treasured  possessh 

son,  Carl  Finley  Hanna,  of  Wauchula,  Florida,  who  graciously  permitted  w- 
writer  to  make  use  of  it. 

Othei  avauable  articles  containing  data  on  the  Hanna  family  written  bv 
James  E.  Y.  Hanna  are:  “Pioneer  Families  of  the  Golconda  Presbyterian 
Church  and  “Pope  County  Historical  Reminiscences  by  James  E.  Y.  Hanna 
MxO  first  paper ,  prepared  in  1889  to  be  read  at  the  Eightieth  Ann  ha:  ran  tv 
of  the.  F 12  st  Pi esbyterian  Church  of  Golconda,  Illinois,  deals  in  cart 
IIannas  as  builders  of  the  church.  It  is  printed  in  full  in  the  U I 5TC  :  ; 
OF  THE  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  GOLCONDA,  ILLINOIS  published 
*.n  id«>7.  1  iie  reminiscences  of  J.  E.  Y,  Hanna  on  the  history  of  Peso  Cowit, 
constitutes  Chapter  XIX  of  the  HISTORY  OF  MASSAC  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS, 
compiled  and  published  in  1900  by  O.  J.  Page.  Proud  of  his  family's  F 
in  the  development  ox  Pope  County,  Mr.  Hanna  took  this  opportunity  to  in  - 
Ciude  in  Jus  account  of  the  county  numerous  references  to  the  Hanna  fa.mil . 

More  recent  family  historical  efforts  include  a  term  paper  composed  ov 
Albe;  I.  S.  Hanna  dated  1928  and  entitled  “A  Study  of  HodgviUe,  die  It  me 
Neighborhood  of  My  Youth,”  and  an  address  by  Mrs.  Ella  Hanna  McDonald 
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on  the  occasion  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifteenth  anniversary  celebration  <■■* 
the  Golconda  Presbyterian  Church,  October  21,  1934,  printed  in  the  his  tor" 
of  the  church  under  the  title,  “The  Hanna  Family  in  the  Golconda  Church/’ 
Both  are  based  largely  on  the  earlier  works  of  John  C.  and  James  E.  Y 
Hanna,  previously  cited,  yet  each  contains  additional  facts  not  related  / 
the  older  men,  but  presumably  handed  down  by  family  tradition.  Corres¬ 
pondence  with  members  of  the  family  and  the  use  of  questionnaires  bv  the 
author  procured  some  additional  family  information,  most  of  it,  however  on 
the  later  generations. 

A  search  of  tombstones  yielded  only  meager  returns.  In  some  instances 
the  burying  grounds  of  the  members  of  the  family  could  not  be  found.  This 
was  particularly  true  of  rural  areas  where  the  pioneers  were  laid  to  rest 
in  the  corner  of  their  own  land  or  in  the  now  forsaken  graveyard  of  some 
abandoned  church.  The  writer,  having  come  across  one  such  cemetery 
near  the  Old  Bilderback  Settlement  in  Randolph  County,  Illinois,  which  is 
now  in  the  process  of  being  dismantled  of  its  stones,  and  its  graves  plowed 
under  by  the  present  owner  of  the  land,  is  of  the  opinion  that  other  ceme¬ 
teries  for  which  she  searched  in  vain  have  experienced  a  similar  fate. 
Burying  grounds  in  cities  are  much  better  preserved  and  from  such  grave¬ 
yards  as  the  Stonewall  Jackson  Memorial  Cemetery  in  Lexington,  Virginia, 

and  the  Gypsum  Hill  Cemetery  in  Salina,  Kansas,  needed  information  was 
easily  obtained. 

Wherever  possible  county  courthouse  records  were  used  to  check  and 
implement  family  data.  In  every  state  involved  in  tills  thesis  registrations 
of  births  were  commenced  too  late  to  be  of  any  practical  value  to  the  writer. 
In  Illinois,  for  example,  no  birth  records  or  death  records  were  kept  prior 
to  1077;  in  Pennsylvania,  prior  to  1893;  and  in  Tennessee,  before  1908.  The 
death  records  of  Illinois,  however,  provided  information  on  the  date  and 
place  of  birth,  as  well  as  the  date  and  place  of  death  and  interment,  for  those 
members  of  the  family  who  died  after  1877.  Marriage  records  are  access - 
iuxe  for  every  locality,  in  which  the  Hanna  family  resided  with  the  exception 
O'  Pennsylvania,  where,  although  there  was  an  early  marriage  license  law, 
registration  was  not  required  until  1885.  Marriage  records  for  Guilford 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  Davidson,  Sumner,  and  Wilson  counties,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  are  indexed.  They  record  not  only  the  date  and  names  of  the  par¬ 
ties  married  but  also  the  names  of  the  person  officiating  and  the  bondsmen. 
These  last,  who  guaranteed  the  absence  of  legal  disabilities  which  could 
prevent  the  marriage,  were  usually  the  prospective  husband  and  the  father 
or  another  near  relative  of  the  bride.  Pope  County,  Illinois,  began  keeping 
marriage  records  in  1822.  These  volumes  are  indexed  and  furnish  infor¬ 
mation  on  names  of  the  parties  married,  date  of  marriage,  and  the  name  of 
the  person  officiating.  The  marriage  records  of  Randolph  County,  Illinois, 
were  started  as  early  as  1809,  but  have  never  been  officially  indexed.  How¬ 
ever,  an  index  prepared  by  Mrs.  Frank  S.  Torrens,  of  Sparta,  Illinois,  is 
kept  for  reference  purposes  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  at  Chester. 
Probate  records  were  especially  helpful  to  the  writer  because  they  listed 
the  date  of  death,  names  of  the  heirs  of  the  deceased,  and  an  inventory  of 
the  personal  and  real  property  of  the  parties  involved.  All  states  required 
the  original  will  to  be  filed  at  the  county  courthouse.  These  are  also  copied 
in  will  books.  Records  of  probate  proceedings  are  also  available  for  per¬ 
sons  who  died  Intestate. 

Land  grants  and  deeds  revealed  the  place  of  residence  of  both  the  grantor 
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and  grantee  and  with  the  exception  of  deeds  in  South  Carolina,  the  name  of 
the  wile  of  the  grantor  and  grantee.  The  original  documents  were  kept  by  th  - 
grantee.  They  were  also  recorded  at  the  courthouse  on  a  voluntary  basis, 
but  because  of  the  trouble  and  expense  involved,  many  deeds  were  never 
registered.  A  complicating  factor  in  the  search  for  the  land  records  of 
Tennessee  resulted  from  the  fact  that  while  some  of  North  Carolina’s  land 
grants  in  Tennessee  are  to  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  various  county  court¬ 
houses,  others  are  on  file  in  the  State  Archives  of  Tennessee,  War  Memorial 
Building,  Nashville,  Tennessee.  Thus  the  author  located  one  land  grant  in 
Knox  Comity  Courthouse,  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  another  in  the  state 
archives  at  Nashville  despite  the  fact  that  both  of  these  grants  were  issued 
on  the  same  day  by  the  same  agency  for  adjoining  plots  of  land  in  Hawkins 
County.  The  majority  of  Illinois  land  grants  were  made  by  the  United  States 
government.  Records  of  these  grants  are  in  the  custody  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Since  practically  all  the  land  in  Tennessee  was  granted  to  the  original  owners 
by  die  State  of  North  Carolina,  it  was  laid  out  according  to  the  land  laws  of 
that  state  which  called  for  a  description  of  the  land  surveyed  in  “words  por¬ 
traying  distances,  remarkable  places  crossed  or  touched  by  the  lines  of 
survey,  or  bordering  water  courses.”  Rocks,  trees,  and  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  adjoining  land  were  used  in  the  deeds  to  locate  the  land.  Conse¬ 
quently  unless  the  land  bordered  a  creek  or  some  other  permanent  boundary 
mark,  its  exact  location  is  now  difficult  to  determine  from  the  description 
on  the  deed  at  the  courthouse.  On  the  other  hand  references  to  land  location 
in  Pope  County  deeds  are  very  clear,  Illinois  land  having  been  surveyed  by 
the  system  of  townships  and  ranges  set  up  by  the  Ordinance  of  1785  for  the 
Northwest  Territory. 

The  records  and  publications  of  the  Presbyterian  churches  in  Virginia 
and  Illinois  of  which  the  Hannas  were  members  have  been  rich  sources  of 
data  on  the  family.  In  1923  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Lexington,  Virginia, 
published  in  its  weekly  newspaper,  the  SABBATH  SCHOOL  NEWS,  a  series 
of  historical  articles  entitled  “A  Brief  History  of  the  Lexington  Presbyterian 
Church.”  The  issues  bearing  reference  to  the  Hanna  family  were  graciously 
lent  to  the  writer  by  the  present  pastor.  In  1937  the  HISTORY  OF  THE  FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  GOLCONDA,  ILLINOIS  appeared.  In  it  arc 
printed  the  following  articles  which  pertain  in  some  way  to  the  Hanna  family- 
“Record  Book  of  the  First  Sessionof  the  Church,”  containing  an  account  of 
the  organization  of  the  church,  a  list  of  charter  members,  appointment  of 
elders,  dismissals,  and  deaths;  “Charter  Members  of  the  Golconda  Church 
and  Their  Work  in  the  Church”;  “George  H.  Hanna,”  a  reprint  of  a  news¬ 
paper  article  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Bozrnan,  found  in  the  scrapbook  of  Mrs.  Agnes 
S.  Crawford,  a  daughter  of  George  H.  Hanna;  “Letter  from  Mrs.  Agnes  S. 
Crawford”;  ‘ 'Early  Missionary  Spirit  of  the  Golconda  Church”  by  Theodore 
S.  McCoy;  “Memories  of  the  Elders  With  Whom  I  Have  Served”  by  Judge 
D.  G.  Thompson;  and  a  complete  membership  roll  of  the  church.  The  rec¬ 
ords  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Presbyterian  Church  in  Randolph  County,  Illinois, 
of  which  James  I-I.  Lanna  was  a  member  from  its  organization  until  his  death 
in  1860,  were  not  located.  The  church  lias  been  closed  for  some  years. 
Histories  and  session  records  of  the  early  Presbyterian  congregations  in 
Lancaster  and  Cumberland  counties,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  the  Hannas 
were  members  are  available  at  the  Presbyterian  Historical  Society,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  P  ennsylvania . 
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Newspapers  as  a  source  of  information  have  been  very  disappointing  u  . 
two  reasons:^  first,  the  dirth  of  local  news  in  the  earlier  issues,  which 
a  rule  were  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  foreign  and  national  news  i ten' 
and  secondly,  the  disappearance  through  the  years  of  many  of  the  newsca  ••  • 

as.  According  to  B.  F.  Harlow  who  has  made  an  exhaustive  se  u*ch  * 
extant  issues  of  the  ROCKBRIDGE  REPOSITORY  and  the  LEXINGTON  N1  . 
LE HER  AND  WEoTERN  VIRGINIA  TELEGRAPH,  pioneer  newspaper.,  < 
jjexington,  Virginia,  none  of  the  sheets  that  liave  been  preserved  date  b:'  -- 
to  the  period  with  which  this  thesis  is  concerned.  However,  a  special  1  • 
centennial  edition  of  the- LEXINGTON  GAZETTE  published  in  1938  to  coi. 
memorate  tne  founding  of  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia  contains  a  rcprij-i 
Oi  ctn  article  on  the  Hanna  family  taken  from  the  .scrapbook  of  Mrs.  W.  V 
Dunlap,  a  descendant  of  Matthew  Hanna.  A  fairly  complete  tile  of  > 
^^^ytLLE  GAZETTE,  which  was  first  printed  in  1791,  and  of  the  TEN¬ 
NESSEE  GAZETTE,  which  originated  at  Nashville  in  1797,  are  in  the  c  .  ~ 
tody  of  the  Tennessee  State  Historical  Society  and  State  Archives  at  Ns  -  ■  - 
ville.  A  few  minor  items  of  interest  on  the  Hanna  family  were  found  In  these 
papers.  A  newspaper  for  Pope  County  was  not  printed  until  1858,  when  the 
GOLCOND A  WEEKLY  HERALD  was  commenced.  Clippings  from  it 
from  fts  successor,  the  GOLCONDA  HERALD -ENTERPRISE,  contain!'’ 
tne  obituaries  of  George  H.,  Agnes,  and  James  Edward  Young  Hanna  haw- 
been  found  in  the  collection  of  Judge  R.  Gerald  Trampe,  of  Golconda. 

Population  schedules  nave  been  another  source  of  information  and  veri¬ 
fication  for  the  writer.  The  first  federal  census  of  the  United  States  un¬ 
accomplished  in  1790.  Unfortunately  the  returns  for  Virginia,  parts  of 
North  Carolina,  and  of  Tennessee  for  the  years  1790,  1800,  and  1810  were 
destroyed  by  the  British  during  the  War  of  1812.  An  attempt  has  been  mar 
to  supply  the  deficiency  by  copying  the  tax  lists  of  that  period.  Tiie  com¬ 
bined  schedules  for  the  year  1790  have  been  published  by  the  United  States 
Department  c ±  Commerce  and  Labor,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  A  copy  of  ik  . 
1820  census  for  Tennessee  has  been  privately  copied  by  Martha  Lou  Hous¬ 
ton  ana  appeal  s  in  mimeograph  form.  Illinois  census  returns  for  the  ye.; . 
L81d  uiiv*  IJ/wO  have  been  printed  by  the  Illinois  Historical  Society  in  volumes 
urOCIV  and  XyEVT  of  Die  Society's  COLLECTIONS.  The  National  Archives. 
\y a^iilngton,  D.  C.,  makes  available  to  tiie  public  for  genealogical  and  his¬ 
torical  purposes  the  federal  census  records  up  to  1880  inclusive*  The  first 
five  census  schedules— 1790  to  1840— list  only  the  name  of  the  head  cl 
tne  family  ana  the  unmoor  of  males  and  females  classified  by  age  grouse 
and  the  number  of  slaves.  Beginning  with  the  census  for  1850,° however, 
encu  individual  member  of  the  household  is  recorded  by  name,  and  the  a  e. 
occupation,  state  or  country  of  birth  of  each  is  registered.  In  the  1880  cen¬ 
sus  the  birthplace  of  the  parents  of  heads  of  families  is  also  given,  aithousu 
stiange  as,  it  may  seem,  the  names  of  these  parents  are  not  given. 

The  historical  notes  on  Pope  County  collected  by  Judge  R.  Gerald  Tramp* 
in  preparation  for  his  contemplated  history  of  Pope  County,  Illinois,  which 
should  appear  in  print  within  a  year  or  two  were  most  valuable  to  the  writer. 
The  New  York  Historical  Society  is  the  repository  for  the  notes  ot  the  lute 
Charles  A.  Hanna  relative  to  the  Scotch-Irish  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  parti c 
ular  to  the  Hanna  family  there.  Only  a  cursory  examination  was  made  »: 
ihio  material.  Valuable  data  might  unfold  before  him  who  can  spare  tiie 
time  to  study  the  eighteen  drawers  of  3  x  5  cards  and  twenty-five  volumes 
of  typewritten  records  in  this  collection. 
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